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A young couple just starting out made the decision they needed to  

talk to a financial advisor about making financial plans for their future.  

They’d been married a little over a year,  

and knew that it was important to get this part of their relationship right.  

They were both novices at this,  

so the financial advisor talked about investment strategies. 

How aggressive do you want your investment portfolio to be?  

A more aggressive investment has the possibility of greater gains… and losses. 

You ought to get a bit more conservative as you head into retirement years. 

But in your younger years you can be a bit more aggressive.  

The advisor talked to them about diversifying their investments with  

stocks, bonds, mutual funds, cash, real estate, domestic and international funds, IRAs, 

small-cap, mid-cap and large-cap funds.  

It all got technical and pretty confusing.  

 They asked lots of questions,  

but it was too much a flurry of new information.  

   To the point they finally said, “Whatever you think.”  

    Which is what a lot of us do.        

But there is one area of investment strategy that is pretty straightforward,  

and one about which YOU must make the decision.  

You can’t leave it up to anyone else.  

Jesus talked about it… more than once.  

It was strategy about how you deal with  

your investments in this world and your investments in the spiritual realm.  

MATTHEW 6:19-21 

Storing up treasures on earth or treasures in heaven.  

 Jesus pointed out that treasures on earth, our money and our stuff, are insecure. 

  That’s why we have FDIC for bank deposits. 

  That’s why we turn to financial advisors for help.  

  That’s why no wise person puts their entire investment portfolio  

in the most aggressive and high-risk categories.  

  That’s why we have insurance, warranties, fences, locks, bars on windows,  

fire alarms, burglar alarms and, of course, LifeLock.  

  Jesus mentioned rust, moth, theft. 

   Add to that fire, flood, economic downturn, normal wear and tear.  

   All those material things are vulnerable and somewhat insecure.  

   And since that’s true, it seems foolish to  

invest all that you are and all that you have in material things.  

Jesus points to a different investment strategy: 

“Store up for yourselves treasure in heaven.”  

 That has a nice sound, and we’ll all nod our heads in affirmation.  

 But what does this look like in real life? 

  Every moment you spend seeking out and doing God’s will  

is an investment in heaven.  

   The time you give to prayer, talking to God, listening for the voice of God… 

   The time you give to reading and studying the scriptures… 

   The time and energy you give to worshiping God,  

praising him for who he is,  

thanking him for all he’s done,  

pouring out your love for him  
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because he has so completely and perfectly loved you…  

   It’s your volunteer service,  

whether it’s ushering on Sunday mornings,  

or helping with Children’s Church Time,  

or serving a meal to the homeless under the bridge.  

   It’s putting a hand on your worried or grieving neighbor’s shoulder  

and praying for them.  

   It’s sponsoring a child through Compassion International  

or going on a mission trip. 

   It’s giving your employer your very best effort,  

as if you’re working for Jesus… because you are!  

   It’s the Christian example you set for your children. 

    Not just what you tell them to do, but what you yourself do.  

   And, yes, it is the money you give to the work of God through the church.  

    That, too, is an investment in heaven.  

That money fuels ministry that touches lives in ways that are eternal.  

  While all your material investments are subject to  

rust, moth and theft, flood, fire, and economic downturn, 

    your investments in the spiritual realm are eternal and secure.  

“Don’t store up for yourselves treasure on earth.” 

 “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 That may seem counterintuitive. 

 We usually think the other way around: 

  Where your heart is, there will your treasure go. 

   If you really care about someone,  

you’ll be willing to spend more on a gift, right?  

   Generally speaking, that’s true.  

  And so I’ve heard it said: 

   If you lead people to love Jesus,  

they’ll give to his church,  

and you won’t have to talk about money.  

 Jesus seems to be suggesting things can also work in the opposite direction.  

  If you give to the work of God,  

you’ll quite likely care more about God.  

  It works like this: 

   Two people say, “I think I’ll go pick up a steak dinner from Longhorn Steakhouse.” 

    One of them calls in their order and pays with their credit card. 

    The other plans to place their order there and wait outside.  

    Which one is most likely to actually show up at Longhorn Steakhouse? 

     The one who already paid! 

     Because: “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  

      If you put money on it, you’ll be interested in it.  

    Boy, now I’m thinking about how long it’s been since I had a good steak.  

     Jill, do we have a plan for lunch today? 

  Giving to the work of God can draw your heart to care more for God and his work. 

   That means financial giving can function as a spiritual discipline.  

   Spiritual disciplines are those practices and habits  

that can help us grow closer to Christ and help us become more like him.  

We usually think of spiritual disciplines like  

worship, prayer, fasting, Bible study, and accountability groups. 

Jesus says we can add to that list: financial giving.  

  But I’d suggest not just any act of giving will stimulate growth,  

just like not any act of Bible reading will not will stimulate growth.  

   The mindset you bring to it makes a difference.  

    If you put your offering in the plate thinking  
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that’s just what you do at that point in the worship service…  

that’s not going to do much to grow your spirit.  

    If you think about paying the church’s bills,  

or paying off a guilty conscience,  

or bribing your way into God’s good graces, 

or some such thing…  

it’s probably not going to provoke growth in you.  

    On the other hand, 

     you could think of your offering as an expression of love for God,  

an expression of gratitude toward God,  

a statement that God is more important to you  

than your money,  

or a way of being personally involved in the work of God.  

   And, to be honest, the amount you give and the regularity with which you give  

will make a difference.  

    If you give pocket change… 

     it will do nothing for you.  

    If you give haphazardly, 

     it won’t make a difference.  

    For your financial giving to serve as a spiritual discipline,  

drawing you closer to Christ  

and reshaping your life to become more like him,  

it needs to be a significant amount,  

enough that it makes you think,  

and it needs to be done with regularity.  

After all, it’s supposed to be a spiritual discipline. 

 Not a randomness, but a discipline.  

It’s like diet and exercise. 

They only make a difference if they are  

of a significant amount and with planned regularity.  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

So “Store up treasures in heaven,” not “treasures on earth.”  

Let’s be honest. 

 It’s from the lips of Jesus and it’s in the Sermon on the Mount,  

  so we all nod our heads in agreement.  

 But doesn’t it make you a bit uncomfortable? 

  I mean, look at our lives. 

  Can anyone in this congregation honestly say they have no earthly treasure?  

   And is any one of us ready to just give it all up?  

No earthly treasures?  

Are we not supposed to have what we need for today. 

and even plan for our future?  

No saving and investing?  

It might sound that way.  

 And not just in the Sermon on the Mount!  

  How about this story that Jesus told?  

Remember Jesus parable I read last week, 

  about the farmer who had a great harvest,  

and so built bigger and better barns to store it in.  

That night he died. 

 And all that barn building did him no good.          (Lk.12:16-21) 

  What looks like a prudent business investment is blasted?  

  Is the lesson supposed to be: Don’t build? Don’t invest?  

   Ignore the material realities of this world and just pour yourself into spiritual things?  

But Jesus’ lesson is given a finer point in verse 21:  

“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves  
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but is not rich toward God.” 

   Stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God. 

   It’s not an either/or decision,  

material or spiritual investments. 

   Jesus’ closing words suggest a both/and solution, 

    that you might take adequate care of your material needs  

AND be spiritually invested in the things of God.  

So perhaps you can breathe a quiet sigh of relief.  

   That being said, let’s be clear that spiritual investments  

have a much greater long term pay-off.  

They should be our priority.  

    And… circumstances can arise when we have to make the either/or choice.  

MATTHEW 6:24  

There may well come a time when you have to make a hard choice,  

an either/or and not a both/and.  

 Take a weekend away to play,  

or stay in town to help with a Habitat for Humanity build?  

 Go on a two-week cruise, or a guided big game hunt,  

or go on a mission trip?  

 Buy a brand-new loaded pickup,  

or drive what you have for another year or two  

so you can make a big donation for a special cause?  

 Sometimes you cannot do both/and. 

 When you are confronted with an either/or,  

what will you do? 

“You cannot serve both God and Money.”  

MATTHEW 6:25-27 

Here’s a Bible interpretation tip: 

Look for repeated words or phrases.  

They will give you an important insight. 

The key word here is: worry.  

This paragraph begins with “Do not worry.” 

It ends with “Who by worrying, can add a single hour to life?” 

Worry.  

We’ll see that term repeated in verse 28-34 as well.  

In between these two “worries”  

 Jesus reminds us that life is not defined by food and clothing. 

  We are something more than that.  

  Wild birds have all they need, thanks to God. 

   And we are more valuable to God than those birds.  

    So we ought to trust that God will take care of us. 

I like that question in verse 27: 

 Who can add an hour to their life by worrying? 

  Have you ever found worry, anxiety, fear of the future to be productive?  

  Is it helpful in any way?  

 In fact, scientific research has proven that it is counterproductive.  

  Worry, anxiety and fear cloud our thinking,  

so we are not as effective as we might otherwise be.  

Worry and stress causes some people to  

overeat, abuse drugs or alcohol, experience outbursts of anger or depression. 

  Worry, anxiety and fear also do bad things to our physical health.  

   Headaches, high blood pressure, fatigue, chest pains, or nausea. 

  Worry will not add to the length of your life. 

   It could, in fact, play a role in shortening your life! 

    I know, now you’re worried about worrying! 

 Birds always seem to have enough to eat. 
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  And you are worth more to God than any bird.  

   So don’t worry about having food to eat. 

MATTHEW 6:28-34 

Verse 28: “Why do you worry?” 

Verse 31: “So do not worry.”  

Verse 34 “Do not worry about tomorrow,  

for tomorrow will worry about itself.”  

The key word? 

  Worry.  

There’s the beauty of flowers,  

and not just garden flowers, but even wild flowers. 

 God clothes them in beauty.  

 And he cares more about you than those flowers.  

  So don’t worry.  

If you give in to worrying about material things,  

and pour yourself into getting and keeping more and more,  

you’re no different from nonbelievers.  

Jesus promises that God will take care of our necessities.  

 “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,  

    and all these things will be given to you.”      

Jesus sets this up a choice between fear and faith.  

 Jesus suggests it all depends on where we have made our most significant investments. 

  Oh, it’s not that giving is way to buy peace from God. 

  The peace that passes understanding,  

the peace that does away with anxious worry,  

    comes from a relationship with God. 

   It could be your relationship with Christ is solidly in place,  

and so giving to God is an expression of love for him and his work in the world.  

   Or it could be that you are investing in his work in the world  

to turn your head and heart more toward him.  

   Either way, it’s not that giving money sets you free from worry. 

   It’s the relationship.  

    The giving is just an indicator of the relationship, 

or a help in building your relationship.  

 There’s something about a relationship with Jesus that makes all the difference.  

  To know that he paid for your sins on the cross,  

so you can be forgiven and reconciled with God. 

So all guilt and shame are gone.  

  To know that his resurrection opens the way for you to have  

eternal life in the presence of your Creator.  

So all fear and dread are gone.  

  To know that he offers you his Spirit  

so you can live a new kind of life, a new quality of life, right here and now.  

  To know that all of that is offered to you as a free gift,  

nothing for you to earn or deserve, but a free gift,  

if you’ll simply accept it from him.   

  To know that he loves you more than you can imagine,  

and that “nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God  

in Christ Jesus our Lord.”                   (Ro.8:39) 

  To know it not just with your head, as information,  

but with your heart, as a lived experience.  

 When you’re loved with that kind of love, and you know that you know that you know,  

it changes everything.  

  That’s a relationship with real security and no fear. 

  That’s peace.  

  It’s a relationship you want to invest yourself in.  
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James Cash Penney, Jr., known as J. C., was on his way to establishing a successful business career.  

Then the 1929 Great Depression hit and he was thrown into crisis. 

 He lost all of his personal wealth,  

and borrowed against his life insurance policies to help the company meet payroll.  

Business deals turned sour, debt piled up,  

and he was overwhelmed with anxiety and suffered insomnia. 

He got a painful case of shingles and was hospitalized,  

but the drugs he was given only seemed to make things worse.  

His mental state deteriorated.  

He was broken physically and in despair,  

unable to see even a ray of hope.  

He felt as if he had nothing to live for and not a friend in the world.  

One morning he heard singing coming from the hospital chapel:  

“Be not dismayed whate'er betide 

God will take care of you 

Beneath His wings of love abide 

God will take care of you 

God will take care of you 

Through every day, o'er all the way 

He will take care of you 

God will take care of you.”  

He listened to the song, to the Scripture reading of the day, and to the prayers prayed. 

He said, “Suddenly, something happened.  

I can’t explain it.  

I can only call it a miracle. 

I was instantly lifted out of the darkness of the dungeon  

into warm, brilliant sunshine.”  

That was the day he became a Christian.  

All worry left him, as he realized afresh how much Jesus loved him.  

From that day J. C. Penney was never plagued with worry.  

   And I suspect if he had lived to see his company file for bankruptcy this year, 

    he would’ve come through it in much better shape  

than he did the Great Depression.  

    Because a he knew “God will take care of you.”  

Fear or faith. 

That’s the choice. 

What will it be for you?  

  Will you invest yourself more deeply in the relationship that offers real unshakeable peace?   

 

Scriptures cited: Mt.6:19-21, 24-34; Lk.12:16-21 

 


