
Five Reasons Believers Don't Walk in the Power and Authority They Have in Christ. 

 

Introduction – Jesus imparted all power and authority, first to his disciples as He commissioned 

them in Luke 10:18-19 and Matthew 28:18 and then to the church in Acts 2 when the Promise of 

the Holy Spirit was released. We have all the power and authority of God through the Holy Spirit.  

Reasons we fail to utilize both the authority and power that is available. 
 

 

  

I. Sin.     
1. When we habitually sin, we come under Satan's authority, and he has legal rights over     

    us until we repent (John 14:30; James 5:16).    

2. We also have to be under authority before we can exercise authority. If we are      

     rebellious toward our parents or the authority of our church, we won't have much     

     authority over the evil one. 

II. Ignorance. 

1. God’s people are being destroyed by the ignorance of their authority in Christ (Hosea 4:6).      

2. The Bible makes it clear that we are not powerless against the enemy (2 Cor. 10:3-5). 

3. Some believe that good and evil are equal in power and authority. 

4. There is no comparison to Satan’s power to God’s power.   

5. Example David and Goliath.   
 

III. Unbelief.        . 
1. Unbelief is a serious sin. The book of Hebrews calls unbelief sinful (Hebrews 3:12). 

 2. Jesus could not do many miracles because of the people’s unbelief (Matthew 13:58). 

 3. Doubt is not unbelief. But it can become unbelief.        

 4. We lack the confidence to trust fully in God and long for certainty in all matters of     

                 faith (Proverbs 3:5)   

 5. Mother Teresa: “I have never had clarity; what I have always had is trust.”   

 6. Our imperfect knowledge during this age (1 Cor. 13:12).   
  

IV. Fear        

                  1. Fear paralyzes us and keeps us from wielding the authority we have in Christ. 

 2. We need not be afraid of obeying God’s directives (1 John 5:18; Luke 10:19). 

 3. When you are confronting the enemy make sure that you are led by the Spirit; that  

                Satan has no legal right to attack; and obtain prayer covering. 

 4.  See yourself safe under the protection of the great and good Shepherd (Luke 12:32). 
  

V. Prayerlessness.             

 1. The importance of prayer (Luke 18:1)    

 2. Paul ends his instructions on spiritual warfare with a final directive (Ephesians 6:18). 

 3. Remember Holy Spirit assisted prayer is taught and directed (Romans 8:26-27; Jude 20). 

 4. In 1 Corinthians 14:14-15 Paul clearly shows that such praying may include “praying  

                in a tongue” not known to the person praying. 


