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PP Acts: To the End of the Earth
Part 32  Acts 13:1-3, God’s Leaders for His Church 6/12-13/2021

What is the main business of the church?
What are we really about?
Some would say to care for each other, visiting the sick and praying with the suffering, and

coming alongside each other as we go through different experiences in life
That’s a maintenance perspective, and the book of Acts is a constant indictment on it
While community and care are important, the main business of the church is that we exist

not for our own selves, but that God would bless this world of lost people through us
PP The main business of the church is to promote God’s glory to the nations by obeying the Holy

Spirit in witnessing of Jesus Christ to the end of the earth
We are not to stockpile money, we cannot hide from the evil of the world, we should not create a

bubble of Christian subculture, and we must not spend all our energy from our walls in
The gospel aims outward and forward, and we boldly and urgently declare to the end of the earth

what Jesus Christ has done to bring life to spiritually dead people

This is precisely what is happening in Acts, and chapter 13 opens on the next stage for the
expansion of the gospel

Recall in Acts 1, that the Holy Spirit poured out on and in the Apostles of Jesus empowering
them to be “witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” Acts 1:8

Until Acts 7, they had stayed in Jerusalem, and thousands came to faith
But in Acts 8-12, persecution broke out against them and they scattered to Judea and Samaria

and as they went, these believers witnessed of Jesus and a great many people were saved
Now, in Acts 13, the gospel is about to be unleashed on the world of the Roman Empire, in what

some have called the Missionary Era, a word that means sent ones
This gospel advance will launch from a church that we have been introduced to, from the city of

Antioch, a city of ½ million people
A city that was cosmopolitan, commercialized, and exceedingly corrupt, the perfect place for

God to plan His church
A church that had an incredible leadership team, and Luke shows us what they were like:

PP 1-These leaders were unified on the Word of God

“Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.” 1

I have shared before what experts have said, that PP There is no time in human history that the
world was more divided than in the 1st century

The Greeks had no love for the Romans, and the Romans none for the Greeks while Jews had
little love for anybody not Jewish and disdain for the half-Jew Samaritans

The educated saw themselves as superior to the uneducated and the rich despised the poor
But all these groups came together in this church, a diversity reflected in their leadership team
Luke identifies them, and all were ‘prophets and teachers’; it was a Word-centered church
First, you have Barnabas, whom we have met now on multiple occasions
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He was a Levite, a Jewish Priest, not from Jerusalem, but from Cyprus, raised in the Greek
culture and an incredible teacher who left his listeners encouraged like Max Lucado

Next we meet Simeon who was also called Niger
The word ‘Niger’ means black, so I think we are on safe grounds to say Simeon was a black

man, with most experts believing he was from Africa
He was an influential part of the leadership team in this church
Again, this is a diverse group of gifted leaders, and it gets even more so as Luke goes on

After Simeon, we meet ‘Lucius of Cyrene’ who came from North Africa
It was men from Cyprus and Cyrene (Acts 11:20) that founded this incredible church, and quite

probably Lucius that was part of that team

Then Luke tells us about ‘Manaen’, who very interestingly was ‘a lifelong friend of Herod the
tetrarch’

He was a Jew, but Hellenistic, meaning he was born and grew up outside of Israel
Likely in his mid 60’s, he was raised with Herod Antipas, the 3rd of 5 Herods, the very one who

killed John the Baptist, and who appeared briefly in the trial of Jesus
Manaen grew up in Herod’s family, was likely then a wealthy government official, yet turned his

back on it all to follow Christ and lead this church

Finally, Luke points out what we have already known, that ‘Saul’ was a leader in the church
Saul, or Paul, was a highly trained rabbinical Jew and a Roman Citizen who would become the

most influential leader in the early church who wrote nearly 30% of the New Testament
Often in Greek grammar, the two most important words in a sentence were the first and last
If applied here, Luke puts Barnabas as the main leader and Saul at this time, just behind him

Five men, unique from one another, brought together in unity by the gospel of Jesus Christ
I have never seen a church full of disunity when the leadership joyfully loves each other and

humbly serves their church together
The church at Antioch was being blessed and fruitful as these 5 godly men led them as their

‘prophets and teachers’, both of which are gifts to teach the Word of God!

PP 2-These leaders served God wholeheartedly

“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting” 2a

I imagine that when we read the word ‘worshiping’ in the bible, many of us think of something
similar to the music portion of our services where we sing songs to our God

However, the Greek word for PP ‘worshiping’ was originally used outside the bible for
Fulfilling the duties of public office, or in other words, a public servant serving the State

But the bible applies the word PP ‘worshiping’ as more than public service, but priestly service
In the Greek Old Testament, the Septuagint, the word described priests serving in the tabernacle,

and here in the early church, it described how these 5 church leaders served God through
prayer, oversight, preaching and teaching God’s Word

Those who worship God, serving Him as this word means, are humble men
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A proud Christian can not be a worshiper, for they are completely contradictory

And as they served the Lord, they did so with ‘fasting’
While Scripture does not command fasting, it is assumed that we will fast, as it is a time of

abstaining from food with a heightened attention focused heart to hear from God
These men, and this church, had a critical and serious decision to make: The people of the Roman

world needed the gospel, but who would go and take the good news to them?

PP 3-These leaders were focused on mission

In Acts 8, it was persecution that drove the church to Judea and Samaria, but here it is the
Holy Spirit that launches the gospel into the Roman Empire: ‘the Holy Spirit said’ 2

The Spirit of God instills in the hearts of His people a world-wide vision for missions
Christian, think with me for a moment: Why are we still here?
Why didn’t God bring us to heaven the moment we were saved?
It isn’t that God needs us to get cleaned up a bit before we move in with Him for eternity
It isn’t because heaven is still under construction because of delays and lumber cost overruns
It’s due to one main reason: PP We are to live for God’s glory and bring others to know His love
Does your heart beat with concern and care for people who are spiritually lost?
If not, I will tell you that the Spirit of God is working in you to bring you in sync with His heart
He wants to save people all over the world, and then work through them to save even more
So here is my ultimate question for each of you: PP If God’s call comes to you to follow Him

into greater service, will you respond joyfully, faithfully and obediently?
Watch what happens in this church when the Spirit of God came calling
“The Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have

called them.’ Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off.” 13:3

The Spirit said, I’m calling Barnabas and Saul into greater service, they said, Yes
Here is the beautiful picture of these men: they were humbly serving God faithfully, caring for

His church, and as a result of their faithful service, God called them to greater service
PP God does not call people who are doing nothing for His glory, He calls people who are

faithfully laboring for His glory
If you want to hear God’s call for greater responsibility in His kingdom, then serve Him

faithfully with what He has called you to do now

Christian, God already has your good works planned...PP “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10

Likely for most of us, that will be right where you live as a wife, husband, parent, student,
neighbor, employee

But for some who are serving God faithfully, He will call you into greater works which He has
already planned before He even created you

And if that is resonating deeply and powerfully within you right now, as it did in me in 1987,
then God is stirring His call and you should be entering into a time of prayer and fasting

But don’t make the error so many have in this church: Do not neglect the role of your Elders in
helping you discern that call and affirming it through the laying on of hands
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In the Old Testament, the worshiper would take his sacrifice to the temple, and just before
offering it to the Lord, would lay his hands on the head of the animal, expressing his
identification with it

The assembled church of Antioch lays their hands on these two missionaries, these two sent
ones, Barnabas and Saul, in effect saying, “Brothers, we recognize and affirm God’s
calling on you, and we are with you, going with you, with our support and blessings and
prayers”

The laying on of hands set a person apart for a special assignment: PP “and [Moses] laid his
hands and commissioned [Joshua] as the Lord directed through Moses.”

Numbers 27:23
Not only did it dedicate someone to the Lord’s service, but it also publicly recognized continuing

partnership with the work that God had called that person to do
Five faithful men leading this church, and God called two of them to greater service to Him

What should we do with what we have learned in this passage?
PP Pray for your leadership team that with our diverse backgrounds, we would be unified
PP Serve God faithfully, and anticipate His call into greater works of service

PP “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much.” Matthew 25:21

PP That greater service will be to Live for God’s glory and bring others to know His love

PP Gordon McDonald once said, “We can walk without fear, full of hope and courage and
strength to do His will, waiting for the endless good which He is always giving as fast as
He can get us able to take it in.” – George Macdonald

Amen


