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Life Group Questions
Encounters on the Way
 The Crowd
John 12:12-16
Discussion Questions 💬
In John 12:12-16, the crowd expected Jesus to be a political warrior-king, but He arrived on a donkey. How does this contrast between expectations and reality challenge our own expectations of how God works in our lives?
· The sermon discussed how the Jewish people expected a warrior to overthrow Rome, but instead got Jesus on a donkey - a symbol of humility rather than political power.
· When has God worked in your life in unexpected ways that initially disappointed you but later proved to be exactly what you needed?
Pastor Matt used the example of charred wood (shou sugi ban) becoming more durable after burning. How does this metaphor help us understand how God can use difficult seasons to strengthen us?
· The sermon explained how Japanese craftsmen discovered that burned wood became more resistant to future fires and weathering, similar to how trials can strengthen our faith.
· What 'fires' have you experienced that, looking back, actually made you stronger in your faith journey?
How does Jesus's prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane ('not my will, but yours be done') demonstrate the balance between honestly expressing our struggles while maintaining faithful obedience?
· The sermon highlighted how Jesus showed both his humanity in asking for the cup to pass, while remaining obedient to God's will even in extreme anguish.
· In what areas of your life do you need to surrender your will to God's will, even when it's difficult?
The sermon discussed how the same crowd that shouted 'Hosanna' later shouted 'Crucify Him.' How can this remind us to build our faith on something more stable than human approval or emotional experiences?
· Pastor Matt emphasized how Jesus wasn't surprised by or caught up in the praise because He knew the crowd would soon turn against Him.
· Where in your life might you be too dependent on others' approval rather than God's truth?
The sermon used the pine cone metaphor to show how destruction sometimes precedes new life. How can this perspective help us trust God during seasons that feel like loss or failure?
· The sermon described how certain pine cones only release their seeds under extreme heat, showing how apparent destruction can lead to new growth.
· What situation in your life right now feels like destruction but might actually be God preparing the way for something new?
Prayer 🙏
· Begin by sharing any specific prayer requests or personal needs.
· Ask God to help us stay focused and expectant as we move through Holy Week, preparing our hearts for Easter.
· Pray for courage and strength to face challenges and trials with faith, just as Jesus did.
· Seek guidance in surrendering our fears and trusting in God's victory and plan for our lives.
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