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A 5-Day Journey Through John 4:7-15

Welcome To The Journey

Dear Friend,

We're so glad you've decided to take this devotional journey with us!
This guide is designed to accompany our sermon on John 4:7-15, "Jesus
Satisfies The Thirst No One Else Can," from our ongoing series through
the Gospel of John. While the sermon gives us the big picture of this
incredible encounter between Jesus and the woman at the well, this
devotional will help you dig deeper into the personal implications of this
life-changing conversation.

Over the next five days, you'll walk step by step through one of the most
beautiful stories in all of Scripture, a story about divine appointments,
unexpected grace, and the kind of satisfaction that only Jesus can
provide. Just as Jesus met this woman in her ordinary moment of
drawing water and transformed it into something extraordinary, He
wants to meet you in your everyday life and offer you something that
will change everything.

How to Use This Guide

This devotional is designed to take about 15-20 minutes each day,
though you may find yourself wanting to linger longer in prayer and
reflection. Here's how to make the most of your time:

Choose Your Time: Whether you're a morning person who loves to start
the day with God's Word, or someone who prefers evening reflection,
pick a consistent time that works for you. The key is consistency, not
perfection.

Find Your Space: Choose a quiet place where you can focus without
distractions. Have your Bible, this guide, a pen, and perhaps a journal
ready.

Read Slowly: Don't rush through the Scripture passages. Read them
once for understanding, then read them again asking God to speak to
your heart.



Be Honest: The reflection questions are designed to help you apply
God's truth to your real life. Be honest with yourself and with God as
you work through them.

Take Action: Each day includes a practical action step. These aren't just
suggestions—they're opportunities for the truth you're learning to
transform how you live.

What to Expect This Week

This week, you'll journey through five key movements in Jesus'
conversation with the woman at the well:

o Day 1 explores how Jesus initiates relationship with unexpected
people in unexpected places

o Day 2 helps you recognize the difference between physical needs
and spiritual thirst

. Day 3 examines how even good things can leave us spiritually
empty

o Day 4 unpacks Jesus' promise of permanent satisfaction through
the Holy Spirit

. Day 5 shows how Jesus patiently works with our
misunderstandings to bring transformation

Each day builds on the previous one, so try not to skip ahead or fall
behind. Let the story unfold naturally as you spend time with Jesus each
day.

A Prayer To Begin

Before you begin, take a moment to pray and invite God to speak to you
through His Word:

Heavenly Father, thank You for this opportunity to spend focused time in
Your Word. Just as You met the woman at the well in her moment of
need, | ask that You would meet me here in mine. | confess that | often
try to satisfy my deepest thirsts with things that ultimately leave me
empty. Open my heart to understand what it means that Jesus offers
living water, water that satisfies completely and flows eternally.



Give me ears to hear Your voice, eyes to see Your truth, and a heart
willing to be changed by what You show me. Help me not just to read
about this woman's encounter with Jesus, but to have my own fresh
encounter with Him this week.

I'm thirsty, Lord. Not just for better circumstances or easier days, but for
the deep, soul-satisfying relationship with You that only comes through
Jesus. Meet me here, transform me here, and send me out to share Your
living water with others.

In Jesus' name, Amen.

Now, let's begin this journey together. The well is deep, but Jesus has
everything we need.



Day 1: "Jesus Meets You Where
You Are"

Scripture Reading:

John 4:7-9 "When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said
to her, 'Will you give me a drink?' (His disciples had gone into the town
to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, 'You are a Jew and | am
a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?' (For Jews do not
associate with Samaritans.)"

Daily Devotional

Have you ever felt like you were in the wrong place at the wrong time,
only to discover later that God had orchestrated the entire moment?
Sometimes our most significant encounters with Jesus happen not in
church services or planned devotional times, but in the ordinary,
everyday moments when we least expect them.

The woman in our passage certainly wasn't expecting a divine
appointment. She came to Jacob's well at noon, the hottest part of the
day, most likely to avoid the other women who would come earlier
when it was cooler. Something about her story suggests she was
carrying shame, perhaps from choices she'd made or circumstances she
couldn't control. Maybe she was tired of the stares, the whispers, the
judgment. So she chose the heat over the humiliation.

But Jesus was already there, waiting.

Notice that verse 8 tells us the disciples had gone into town to buy food.
This wasn't accidental timing, it was divine orchestration. Jesus, in His
humanity, was genuinely tired and thirsty from the journey. But in His
deity, He knew exactly who would be coming to that well and when. He
positioned Himself for a conversation that would change everything.

When the woman arrived, Jesus did something that would have shocked
her to her core: He spoke to her first. Not just a nod of
acknowledgment, but an actual request: "Will you give me a drink?"



This simple question shattered multiple social barriers in one moment.
Jewish men didn't speak to Samaritan women in public. Religious
teachers didn't engage with people considered unclean. Respectable
people didn't associate with those carrying shame.

But Jesus wasn't concerned with social protocols when there was a soul
to reach.

The woman's response reveals her amazement: "You are a Jew and | am
a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" She's essentially
saying, "Don't you know who | am? Don't you know who you're
supposed to be? This isn't how things work." She had internalized the
rejection so deeply that genuine kindness caught her completely off
guard.

Here's what strikes me most about this moment: Jesus didn't wait for
her to clean up her life before He engaged her. He didn't require her to
meet certain standards or prove her worthiness. He simply saw her as
someone worth talking to, someone worth investing in, someone worth
loving. The barriers that seemed insurmountable to everyone else were
nothing to Him.

The same Jesus who crossed cultural lines to reach this woman's heart
is the same Jesus who meets you exactly where you are today. Whether
you're hiding from judgment, carrying shame, or simply going through
the motions of another ordinary day, Jesus sees you. Not your mistakes,
not your past, not your imperfections, He sees you as someone worth
pursuing.

Maybe you've been avoiding the "wells" where other people gather
because you feel like you don't belong. Maybe you've convinced
yourself that Jesus is for "other people,” people who have their lives
together, people who don't struggle like you do. But this story reminds
us that Jesus specializes in divine appointments with people who feel
disqualified, overlooked, or forgotten.

The beautiful truth is that your current circumstances, whether you're in
a season of blessing or struggle, are not obstacles to encountering
Jesus. They're exactly where He wants to meet you. He's not waiting for
you to get to a better place emotionally, spiritually, or circumstantially.
He's waiting at your well, ready to speak life into your ordinary Tuesday.



Reflection Questions

1. When have I felt like | needed to hide or avoid others because
of shame or judgment? Think about specific times when you've
chosen isolation over community. What were you protecting
yourself from? How did that isolation affect your relationship
with God and others?

2. How does it change my perspective knowing Jesus seeks out
conversations with people like me? Consider what this story
reveals about Jesus' heart toward people who feel disqualified
or overlooked. How might this change how you see yourself and
approach Him?

3. What cultural or personal barriers have | erected that might
keep me from encountering Jesus? What "rules" or
assumptions about who God talks to might be limiting your
expectation of hearing from Him? What would need to change
for you to believe Jesus wants to speak with you personally?

Prayer

Jesus, I'm amazed that You seek out conversations with people like me.
Thank You for not waiting until | have everything figured out or until I've
cleaned up all my messes. Forgive me for the times I've avoided You
because | felt unworthy, and forgive me for the times I've avoided others
because | was protecting myself from judgment.

Help me to see that every ordinary moment is an opportunity for a
divine appointment with You. Open my eyes to recognize when You're
already waiting for me, at my well, in my routine, in my struggles. Give
me the courage to respond when You speak, even when it surprises me.

And Lord, help me to see others the way You see this woman, not as
people to avoid or judge, but as people worth pursuing with Your love.
Make me someone who breaks down barriers rather than builds them

up.

Thank You that You meet me exactly where | am. In Your name, Amen.



Today's Action Step

Look around your life and identify one person who might feel
overlooked, judged, or isolated; perhaps a coworker who eats lunch
alone, a neighbor you rarely see, someone at church who sits by
themselves, or even a family member who's been distant. This week,
intentionally reach out to them with kindness. It might be as simple as a
genuine "How are you doing?" or an invitation for coffee. Ask God to
help you see this person the way Jesus saw the woman at the well, and
be willing to cross whatever small social barriers might exist to show
them they matter.



Day 2: "Recognizing Your Spiritual
Thirst"

Scripture Reading:

John 4:10-11 "Jesus answered her, 'If you knew the gift of God and who
it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would
have given you living water.' 'Sir," the woman said, 'you have nothing to
draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?""

Daily Devotional

Picture this: You're having car trouble on the side of the road, frustrated
and running late, when someone pulls over to help. You assume they
want to use your phone or need directions. But instead, they pop your
hood, diagnose the problem, and offer to fix it completely, for free. Your
first thought might be, "What's the catch?" Sometimes we're so focused
on our immediate problems that we miss when someone is offering us
exactly what we need.

This is what happens in today's passage. The woman came to the well
with a practical problem: she needed water. She saw Jesus as someone
with a practical problem too: He was thirsty and didn't have a bucket.
But Jesus completely reframes the conversation with words that must
have left her speechless: "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that
asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given
you living water."

In one sentence, Jesus flips the entire encounter. She thought He
needed something from her, but He's revealing that He has something
incredible to give her. She's focused on the immediate transaction,
water for water, but He's offering transformation.

The phrase "living water" would have caught her attention immediately.
In that arid region, "living water" referred to fresh, flowing water from a
spring or river; water that was clean, pure, and life-giving, unlike the
stagnant water that often sat in wells. But Jesus uses this familiar term



to point beyond the physical to something infinitely more valuable:
spiritual life itself.

Notice the woman's response in verse 11: "Sir, you have nothing to draw
with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?" She's
still thinking practically, still focused on the mechanics of the situation.
And honestly, can we blame her? From her perspective, Jesus is making
an impossible claim. He has no bucket, no rope, no apparent means to
access water, let alone provide something better than what Jacob's well
could offer.

But this is exactly how spiritual blindness works. We get so fixated on
what we can see, touch, and understand that we miss the spiritual
realities right in front of us. The woman sees Jesus' empty hands and
concludes He has nothing to offer. She doesn't yet realize she's talking
to the source of all life itself.

How often do we do the same thing? We come to God with our practical
problems; fix my finances, heal my relationship, change my
circumstances, and we miss that He's offering something far deeper.
We're asking for better management of our thirst when He wants to
address the thirst itself.

Jesus says, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a
drink..." This reveals our fundamental problem: we don't recognize what
God wants to give us, and we don't recognize who Jesus really is. If we
truly understood that we're talking to the Son of God, the One who
spoke the universe into existence, would we really be worried about His
lack of a bucket?

And what is this "gift of God" that Jesus mentions? It's not a thing but a
relationship. It's not just forgiveness of sins but transformation of the
heart. It's not just eternal life someday but abundant life right now. The
gift of God is God Himself, given freely to all who ask.

The tragedy is that we often approach Jesus like a cosmic vending
machine, insert prayer, receive blessing. But Jesus is inviting us into
something so much richer. He's offering to become the source of life
within us, not just the provider of things we think we need.



The woman's practical focus isn't wrong, she genuinely needed water.
But Jesus wanted to address a deeper need she didn't even know she
had. She was thinking about her next drink; He was thinking about her
eternal satisfaction. She was focused on surviving another day; He was
offering her abundant life.

Today, what practical problems are consuming your attention? What
immediate needs feel so urgent that they're drowning out everything
else? Those concerns matter to Jesus, He cares about every detail of
your life. But He also sees the deeper thirst underneath it all: your need
for purpose, peace, forgiveness, hope, and unconditional love.

Jesus isn't dismissing your practical needs, but He's inviting you to see
that your greatest need isn't better circumstances, it’s relationship with
Him. When you have living water flowing from within, you can face any
practical challenge with supernatural strength, wisdom, and peace.

Reflection Questions

1. What "wells" am | currently going to for satisfaction and
fulfillment? Consider where you typically turn when you're
stressed, lonely, discouraged, or seeking comfort. Are these
sources providing temporary relief or lasting satisfaction?

2. How might my focus on immediate, practical needs be blinding
me to deeper spiritual needs? Think about your current prayers
and concerns. How much of your spiritual energy is spent asking
God to fix circumstances versus asking Him to transform your
heart?

3. What does "living water" mean to me personally right now? If
Jesus offered you spiritual satisfaction that never runs dry, what
would that look like in your current situation? What would
change about how you face your daily challenges?

Prayer

Jesus, | confess that | often come to You like this woman came to the
well, focused on my immediate needs and missing what You really want
to give me. Forgive me for the times I've treated You like a problem-
solver rather than recognizing You as the source of life itself.



Open my eyes to see beyond my practical concerns to the spiritual
realities You want to address. Help me understand that You're not just
interested in managing my thirst but in transforming it completely. Give
me wisdom to recognize the difference between what | think | need and
what You know | actually need.

Thank You for the gift of Yourself; for offering relationship, not just
solutions. Thank You that You see my deepest needs even when | don't
recognize them myself. Fill me with Your living water so that | might find
true satisfaction in You.

Teach me to trust You with both my practical needs and my spiritual
ones, knowing that You care about every detail of my life. In Your name,
Amen.

Today's Action Step

Make a list of the things you typically turn to when you're stressed,
lonely, or seeking comfort; this might include food, entertainment,
shopping, social media, work, relationships, or other activities. Next to
each item, honestly evaluate: Does this provide temporary relief or
lasting satisfaction? Does this draw me closer to God or distract me
from Him? Choose one item that you recognize leaves you "thirsty
again" and commit to turning to prayer and God's Word instead the
next time you feel that particular need. Set a reminder on your phone
or write a note to yourself that says, "Try ‘living water’ first."



Day 3: "When Good Things Aren't
Enough”

Scripture Reading:

John 4:12-13 "Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?
Jesus answered, 'Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again...""

Daily Devotional

There's something both admirable and heartbreaking about the
woman's response to Jesus. When He offers her living water, she
doesn't dismiss Him outright. Instead, she does what many of us do
when confronted with something that challenges our familiar patterns:
she defends what she's always known.

"Are you greater than our father Jacob?" she asks. It's not just a
question, it’s a declaration wrapped in doubt. Jacob's well represented
everything sacred in her heritage. This wasn't just any hole in the
ground; it was a symbol of God's provision, family legacy, and cultural
identity. Jacob himself had dug this well. Jacob had drunk from it. His
sons, his livestock, generations had depended on this water source.
How could anything be better than something so historically significant
and practically reliable?

Her question reveals a struggle we all face: the tension between
honoring good things and recognizing when God wants to give us
something greater. The well wasn't bad, it was actually quite good. It
had sustained life for centuries. It connected her to her ancestors. It met
a real, practical need. But Jesus was gently pointing out a fundamental
limitation that she knew from experience: "Everyone who drinks this
water will be thirsty again."

Think about the profound simplicity of that statement. Jesus doesn't
criticize Jacob or diminish the well's importance. He simply states an
undeniable truth that the woman lived with every single day. No matter



how much water she drew, no matter how deeply she drank, she would
always have to come back. The well was good, but it wasn't enough.

This is the subtle trap that catches so many of us. We build our lives
around good things; family traditions, personal achievements, religious
activities, career success, financial security. These aren't evil things;
they're often gifts from God. But when we look to them for the kind of
satisfaction that only God can provide, they become inadequate
substitutes for the real thing.

Consider how this might play out in your own life. Maybe you've found
identity in being the dependable one, the successful one, the spiritual
one. Maybe you've built your sense of worth around a family legacy, a
professional reputation, or a particular role you play. These things might
be genuinely good and God-honoring, but if they're your primary source
of spiritual satisfaction, you'll find yourself coming back to the same well
again and again, only to discover that the thirst returns.

The woman's defensive question, “Are you greater than our father
Jacob?”, echoes in our hearts whenever God invites us beyond our
familiar sources of security. "Are you greater than my family's way of
doing things? Are you greater than the success I've worked so hard to
achieve? Are you greater than the religious practices that have
sustained me for years?"

Jesus' answer is both gentle and revolutionary. He doesn't engage in a
debate about Jacob's greatness or the well's historical significance.
Instead, He points to the limitation she already knows exists. She's lived
with the cycle of thirst and temporary satisfaction her entire life. She
comes to the well, fills her jar, finds relief, goes home, and then,
inevitably, the thirst returns.

This pattern isn't unique to water wells. It's the pattern of every earthly
source of satisfaction. The promotion brings joy, then fades into routine.
The new relationship feels perfect, then reveals its limitations. The
spiritual high carries you for a while, then everyday life brings you back
down. Even the most beautiful traditions and meaningful achievements
follow this same cycle: they satisfy temporarily, but the deeper thirst
always returns.



Jesus isn't asking the woman to despise Jacob's well or abandon it
entirely. He's inviting her to recognize its limitations and be open to
something that transcends those limitations. Sometimes God calls us to
hold good things with open hands, grateful for their place in our lives
but not dependent on them for our ultimate sense of worth and
satisfaction.

The beauty of Jesus' approach is that He doesn't tear down before He
builds up. He acknowledges the value of what she's known while
offering something infinitely better. He honors her heritage while
inviting her into a greater story. He respects her past while opening a
door to a transformed future.

Perhaps today you're facing a similar invitation. Maybe God is gently
pointing out the limitations of something you've been depending on;
not to condemn it, but to offer you something that will never leave you
thirsty again. The question isn't whether the things you've been relying
on are good or bad. The question is whether you're willing to let Jesus
be greater than even your good things.

Reflection Questions

1. What traditions, achievements, or "sacred wells" have | been
depending on for spiritual satisfaction? Think about the things
in your life that feel important, meaningful, or identity-defining.
Which of these might you be looking to for the kind of
satisfaction that only God can provide?

2. How might good things in my life be keeping me from the best
thing, relationship with Jesus? Consider whether your religious
activities, family traditions, or personal accomplishments have
become ends in themselves rather than pathways to deeper
relationship with God.

3. Where am | defending old patterns instead of being open to
what God wants to do now? Identify areas where you might be
resisting God's invitation to something new because you're
comfortable with familiar sources of security or satisfaction.



Prayer

Heavenly Father, | confess that sometimes | cling to good things as if
they were the best things. Thank You for the meaningful traditions,
relationships, and achievements You've blessed me with, but forgive me
when I've looked to them for the satisfaction that only You can provide.

Help me to hold even the most sacred things in my life with open hands,
grateful for their place but not dependent on them for my identity or
worth. Give me wisdom to recognize when something good has become
a substitute for intimate relationship with You.

I don't want to live in the cycle of temporary satisfaction followed by
returning thirst. Show me where I've been defending patterns or
traditions that, while meaningful, can't provide the deep, lasting
fulfillment that only comes from knowing You.

Make me willing to let You be greater than even my good things.
Transform my heart so that | find my ultimate satisfaction in You alone.
Thank You for Your patience as You invite me beyond the familiar into
the abundant life You have planned for me.

In Jesus' name, Amen.

Today's Action Step

Identify one area where you've been relying on tradition, achievement,
or reputation for your sense of worth; this might be family legacy,
professional success, religious activity, or another "good thing" that has
become central to your identity. Write down how this has provided
satisfaction and also how it has left you "thirsty again." Then, spend
time in prayer consciously surrendering this area to God, asking Him to
be your primary source of identity and satisfaction instead. Choose one
specific way to practice finding your worth in Christ rather than in this
area over the next week.



Day 4: "The Promise of Never
Thirsting Again"

Scripture Reading:

John 4:14 "but whoever drinks the water | give them will never thirst.
Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring of water
welling up to eternal life."

Daily Devotional

"Never thirst again." These three words contain one of the most
audacious promises ever made. Think about what Jesus is claiming here.
Not "thirst less often." Not "find better ways to manage your thirst." But
never thirst again, ever.

In a world where everything comes with an expiration date, where
batteries run down, relationships disappoint, achievements lose their
shine, and even our best days eventually end, Jesus offers something
that defies our experience: permanent satisfaction. It sounds too good
to be true, which is probably why many of us struggle to really believe
it.

But notice how Jesus describes this water He offers. It's not something
external that He gives us once and we consume. It "will become in them
a spring of water welling up to eternal life." This isn't about Jesus filling
up our empty tank so we can go for a while before needing another
refill. This is about Jesus placing within us a source that never stops
flowing.

The imagery here is breathtaking. A spring doesn't depend on outside
circumstances. It doesn't matter if there's a drought or a flood, the
spring keeps bubbling up from deep underground sources. Springs don't
have on-and-off switches. They don't take breaks or shut down for
maintenance. They flow constantly, naturally, effortlessly, from an
inexhaustible source.



Jesus is promising that when we truly receive what He offers, He doesn't
just meet our need temporarily, He becomes a permanent source of life
within us. The Holy Spirit, which is this "living water" Jesus speaks of,
doesn't just visit us occasionally or help us in emergencies. He takes up
residence in our hearts and becomes an ever-flowing spring of spiritual
life, satisfaction, peace, and joy.

But here's what we often miss: this promise isn't primarily about our
circumstances changing. Jesus isn't saying that when you follow Him,
you'll never face difficulty, disappointment, or hardship. He's saying that
regardless of what's happening around you, there will be something
flowing within you that the world cannot touch, cannot diminish, and
cannot take away.

Think about the difference this makes. When your primary source of
satisfaction comes from external things, your job, relationships, health,
financial security, you’re constantly vulnerable. Market crashes can
destroy your security. Relationships can end. Health can fail. But when
your deepest satisfaction comes from an internal spring that flows from
God Himself, you have a stability that transcends circumstances.

This explains how believers throughout history have found peace in
prison, joy in persecution, and hope in the darkest valleys. It's not that
they didn't feel pain or struggle, they had access to a source of life that
their circumstances couldn't cut off. The spring kept flowing even when
everything else seemed to be falling apart.

The woman at the well was tired of the daily trek back and forth,
carrying her water jar, dependent on a well that could only meet her
physical need temporarily. Jesus was offering to transform her from
someone who constantly needed to go somewhere to get filled up into
someone who carried the source of life within herself.

This is the Christian life as God intended it, not a constant cycle of
spiritual depletion and desperate attempts to get refilled, but a life
powered by an internal source that never runs dry. Not a faith that
depends on perfect circumstances to maintain joy, but a relationship
with God that produces fruit regardless of the season.

But let's be honest, many of us don't live this way. We live like the
woman with the water jar, constantly going back to the same wells,



hoping this time will be different. We attend church, read our Bibles, say
our prayers, hoping to get enough spiritual fuel to make it through
another week. We treat faith like a car that needs regular gas station
visits rather than like a spring that flows naturally.

Why is this? Sometimes it's because we've never truly understood what
Jesus is offering. We've settled for religion instead of relationship, for
trying harder instead of trusting deeper. Sometimes it's because we've
allowed sin to clog up the spring or distract us from its presence. And
sometimes it's simply because we've never learned to recognize and
depend on the flow of living water that's already within us.

The promise of never thirsting again isn't about perfect circumstances,
it’s about perfect satisfaction in an imperfect world. It's about having
access to peace that doesn't depend on everything going well, joy that
doesn't require ideal conditions, and hope that doesn't fade when life
gets hard.

Jesus offers you this same promise today. Not just better management
of your spiritual thirst, but transformation into someone who carries the
source of satisfaction within yourself. The question is: Are you willing to
stop settling for temporary refills and receive the permanent spring He
wants to place in your heart?

Reflection Questions

1. What would change in my daily life if | truly believed | have a
permanent source of spiritual satisfaction? Consider how
differently you might approach stress, disappointment, and
uncertainty if you were convinced that your deepest needs were
already met in Christ.

2. How is the Holy Spirit currently working as "living water" in my
life? Think about times when you've experienced peace, joy, or
strength that didn't match your circumstances. How might God
already be providing this internal spring?

3. What areas of my life still feel spiritually dry, and how can |
invite God's Spirit to flow there? |dentify specific struggles,
relationships, or circumstances where you haven't been
experiencing the flow of living water, and consider what might
be blocking or hindering that flow.



Prayer

Jesus, Your promise to never thirst again sounds almost too good to be
true, but | choose to believe Your words. Thank You for offering not just
temporary relief but permanent transformation. Thank You for the gift
of Your Holy Spirit, who becomes a spring of living water within me.

Forgive me for the times |I've settled for spiritual refills instead of
embracing the abundant life You've made available. Help me to
recognize and depend on the flow of Your Spirit within me, especially
when my circumstances would suggest | should be anxious, discouraged,
or empty.

Show me any areas where I've been trying to get from external sources
what You want to provide from within. Help me to understand that my
satisfaction doesn't depend on perfect circumstances but on Your perfect
presence in my life.

Flow through me, Lord. Let Your living water spring up in every area of
dryness, every place of spiritual thirst, every corner of my heart that has
been depending on things that can never truly satisfy. Make me
someone who carries Your presence wherever | go.

Thank You that because of Your Spirit in me, | never have to face life
empty or alone. In Your name, Amen.

Today's Action Step

Choose one recurring struggle or area of spiritual dryness in your life;
perhaps anxiety about finances, loneliness, discouragement about a
relationship, or frustration with a circumstance you can't control.
Instead of turning to your usual coping mechanisms, commit to
spending 10 minutes each day this week in prayer specifically about this
area, asking God to let His living water flow into this situation. Each time
you feel the familiar thirst or anxiety rising, pause and remind yourself:
"I have a spring of living water within me that this circumstance cannot
touch." Write this truth on a note card and place it somewhere you'll
see it regularly as a reminder of the permanent source of satisfaction
you carry within you.



Day 5: "From Misunderstanding to
Transformation"

Scripture Reading:

John 4:15 "The woman said to him, 'Sir, give me this water so that |
won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.""

Daily Devotional

After four days of witnessing Jesus patiently engage with this woman's
guestions and concerns, we arrive at her response to His incredible
promise. And honestly, it's both encouraging and heartbreaking at the
same time. Encouraging because she's asking for what Jesus is offering.
Heartbreaking because she's still missing the point entirely.

"Sir, give me this water so that | won't get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water." She wants Jesus' gift, but for all the wrong
reasons. She's heard "never thirst again" and translated it into "never
have to make this inconvenient trip again." She's thinking about
avoiding the daily drudgery, escaping the shame of coming alone,
skipping the physical labor of drawing water. She wants relief, not
renewal. She wants convenience, not conversion.

But here's what's beautiful: Jesus doesn't correct her yet. He doesn't
lecture her about misunderstanding His offer or dismiss her shallow
motivation. He continues the conversation. Why? Because
transformation is a process, not an event. Faith often begins with
imperfect understanding and incomplete motivations, and Jesus is
patient with both.

Think about your own spiritual journey. How many times have you come
to God asking for the right thing for the wrong reasons? Maybe you
started praying because you wanted your problems solved, not because
you wanted relationship with God. Maybe you began reading the Bible
looking for helpful advice, not divine transformation. Maybe you got
involved in church because you needed community, not because you
were seeking to worship the living God.



The beautiful truth is that God meets us wherever we are, even when
our motivations are mixed and our understanding is incomplete. The
woman is asking for living water, even if she doesn't fully grasp what it
means. She's expressing spiritual hunger, even if she can't yet articulate
it properly. And Jesus honors that desire, however imperfect it might be.

This is the kind of Jesus we serve, One who works with rough drafts and
partial understanding. He doesn't wait for us to get our theology perfect
or our motivations pure before He begins to transform us. He meets us
in our confusion and gradually leads us toward clarity.

But notice what the woman is really revealing in her request. She says
she wants the water "so that | won't get thirsty and have to keep coming
here to draw water." She's tired. Tired of the routine, tired of the effort,
tired of facing the same need day after day. Even though she doesn't
understand what Jesus is really offering, she's expressing a longing that
goes deeper than convenience, she’s longing for an end to the cycle of
emptiness and temporary satisfaction.

Isn't this where many of us find ourselves? We're exhausted by the
spiritual treadmill of trying to maintain our faith through our own
efforts. We're weary of the cycle of feeling close to God for a while, then
drifting away, then trying to get back. We're tired of the same old
struggles, the same old patterns, the same old spiritual ups and downs.
Like the woman, we want something that will end the cycle, even if we
can't fully articulate what that something is.

The woman's request also reveals something else: she wants
transformation to be easy. She wants the benefit without the process,
the destination without the journey, the result without the relationship.
This is human nature, we want God to fix our lives without necessarily
wanting God to change our hearts.

But Jesus knows that what we think we want is often much smaller than
what we actually need. The woman thinks she wants to avoid daily trips
to the well. What she actually needs is to understand that she's been
looking for love in all the wrong places, that her thirst goes far deeper
than water, and that she's been created for relationship with the living
God. Jesus doesn't give her what she's asking for; He gives her what she
actually needs.



Throughout this week, we've seen Jesus patiently work with this
woman's questions, defenses, and misunderstandings. He doesn't rush
her toward perfect comprehension. He doesn't demand that she
understand everything before He offers her anything. He simply
continues to reveal truth, bit by bit, trusting that the Holy Spirit will
bring understanding in time.

This gives us tremendous hope for our own spiritual growth. Maybe
you're still confused about some aspects of faith. Maybe your
motivations are mixed; you want God's blessings but you're not sure
about surrendering control of your life. Maybe you're asking God for
relief when He wants to give you renewal. Maybe you're looking for
convenience when He's offering conversion.

That's okay. You're in good company. The woman at the well asked for
the right thing for the wrong reasons, and Jesus didn't reject her. He
continued the conversation. He kept revealing truth. He remained
patient with her process.

The same Jesus who worked with her partial understanding will work
with yours. The same Jesus who honored her imperfect request will
honor your honest questions. The same Jesus who saw past her
immediate concerns to her deeper needs sees past your surface
requests to what you really need.

As we conclude this five-day journey, remember that spiritual
transformation rarely happens in a single conversation or a single
moment of insight. It's usually a gradual process of Jesus meeting us
where we are and patiently leading us where we need to be. The
woman came to the well thinking about water and left thinking about
worship. She came focused on her practical needs and left
understanding her spiritual destiny. She came hiding from judgment and
left ready to share good news.

The same transformation that began in her can continue in you. Not
because you have perfect understanding or pure motivations, but
because you have a patient Savior who specializes in working with
imperfect people who are willing to keep talking with Him.



Reflection Questions

1. Where am | asking God for convenience when He's offering
transformation? Consider the areas where you might be seeking
relief from symptoms rather than healing of the deeper issues
God wants to address in your life.

2. How has Jesus been patient with my misunderstandings and
slow spiritual growth? Reflect on times when God has
continued to work with you despite your confusion, mixed
motivations, or incomplete understanding.

3. What would it look like to fully embrace the renewal Jesus
offers instead of just seeking relief from problems? Think about
the difference between wanting God to fix your circumstances
versus wanting God to transform your heart and relationship
with Him.

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for Your incredible patience with my slow
understanding and mixed motivations. Just like the woman at the well, |
often come to You asking for the right things for the wrong reasons.
Thank You for not rejecting my imperfect requests but continuing to
work with me anyway.

Forgive me for the times I've wanted convenience instead of conversion,
relief instead of renewal. Help me to see that what | think | need is often
much smaller than what You know | actually need. Give me a heart that
wants transformation, not just improved circumstances.

Thank You for meeting me exactly where | am, even when my
understanding is incomplete and my faith is imperfect. Continue the
good work You've begun in me. Help me to trust Your process, even
when it's not as fast or as easy as I'd like it to be.

As | finish this week of studying Your encounter with the woman at the
well, let her transformation encourage me about my own. You didn't
give up on her, and You won't give up on me. Keep revealing truth to me,
keep drawing me deeper, and keep changing me from the inside out.



Make me someone who drinks deeply from Your living water and then
shares it freely with others. In Your name, Amen.

Today's Action Step

Share your biggest takeaway from this week's journey with someone
else; whether through conversation, text, email, or social media. Focus
on how Jesus has shown Himself to be patient with your spiritual
process and how He offers living water that satisfies in ways earthly
things cannot. Don't worry about having perfect theology or complete
understanding; simply share how this story has impacted you
personally. Then, set aside 15-20 minutes for extended prayer, thanking
God for each specific truth you've discovered this week and asking Him
to continue the transformation He's begun in your heart. Finally, make a
plan for how you'll continue drinking from Jesus' living water; whether
through daily Bible reading, regular prayer, joining a small group, or
another spiritual discipline that helps you stay connected to the source
of life.



The Journey Continues

Thank You

Dear Friend,

Thank you for completing this 5-day journey through John 4:7-15. We
hope that spending focused time exploring Jesus' conversation with the
woman at the well has deepened your understanding of God's Word
and drawn you closer to Christ. Just as Jesus met this woman in her
ordinary moment of drawing water and transformed it into something
extraordinary, our prayer is that you've experienced similar moments of
illumination and transformation during this devotional experience.

The truth about living water isn't just information to be understood, it’s
transformation to be experienced. We pray that you've begun to taste
what it means to have your deepest thirst satisfied not by the
temporary wells of this world, but by the eternal spring of relationship
with Jesus Christ.

The Next Step

The reality is, spiritual growth doesn't happen through a single
devotional guide or a moment of insight. It's a lifelong journey of daily
drinking from Jesus' living water, moment by moment recognizing that
He is the source of true satisfaction. The verses you've studied this week
contain truths so profound that you could spend a lifetime exploring
their depths and still discover new treasures.

The woman at the well didn't just have a nice conversation with Jesus
and go back to her old routine. Her encounter with living water changed
everything; her understanding of herself, her relationship with God, and
her mission to others. The same transformation that began in her heart
can continue expanding in yours.

As you continue your walk with Christ, we encourage you to:

o Return to John 4:7-15 regularly, asking the Holy Spirit to reveal
new insights as you grow in your relationship with Jesus



. Put into practice the action steps you've committed to during
this study, remembering that transformation happens through
consistent obedience, not just good intentions

. Share what you've learned with others in your community; the
living water Jesus gives is meant to flow through you to reach
others who are spiritually thirsty

. Remain open to how God continues to speak through His Word,
recognizing that every encounter with Scripture is an
opportunity for fresh revelation

Stay Connected

We're committed to providing resources that help you grow in your
relationship with Christ and continue drinking from His living water. To
keep growing in your spiritual journey with us:

. Join us for Sunday Morning Bible Study at 9:30am - where we
dive deeper into God's Word together

. Worship with us each Sunday at 10:30am - where we celebrate
the living water that flows in our community

o Subscribe to our YouTube channel for sermon videos and
additional content that will help you keep growing

. Follow us on social media @cbcmorrilton for daily
encouragement and updates

. Visit our website [CBCMorrilton.com] for upcoming events and
additional resources

o Join a small group where you can discuss and apply these truths
together with others who are on the same journey

If you have questions, prayer requests, or feedback about this
devotional guide, please don't hesitate to reach out to us at
CBCMorrilton@gmail.com or 501-354-2117. We'd love to hear how
God has used this resource in your life and how we can continue to
support your spiritual growth.

A Final Encouragement

Remember, Jesus didn't just come to give information about living
water, He came to be the living water. He didn't just come to teach
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about satisfaction, He came to satisfy the deepest longings of your soul.
The same Jesus who patiently worked with the woman's questions and
misunderstandings is patiently working with yours. The same Jesus who
saw past her surface needs to her spiritual thirst sees past your
immediate concerns to what you really need.

You don't have to have everything figured out to keep growing. You
don't need perfect understanding to experience transformation. You
simply need to keep coming to the well, keep drinking from His living
water, and keep trusting that He who began a good work in you will be
faithful to complete it.

The woman came to Jacob's well carrying an empty jar and left with a
heart full of living water. She came hiding from people and left running
to tell everyone about Jesus. She came focused on her daily routine and
left with a completely new purpose. The same Jesus who transformed
her life is ready to continue transforming yours.

Keep drinking deeply from His living water, and keep living in the light of
His truth.

In Christ's love,

Pastor Scott McDonald
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