
Investing in Faith 
Isaiah 54:1-5 

Good morning everyone! So thankful to have this time together to have fellowship and to worship God 
together. Thankful to my father-in-law who preached last week, so glad to be a part of a family that 
loves the LORD and desire to use their lives to intentionally encourage and build up the body of Christ. 

I was personally challenged by his call to really commit to the spiritual habit of meditation, which is a 
filling up, not an emptying, of your mind with God’s word. This is the practice where we not only learn 
more about God, but we actually interact with Him on a personal soul level.  

Great spring board to the vision for this year, which is “Intentional Faith”, or taking our faith seriously. I 
believe that God has used 2020 to expose many of our fears, insecurities, sinful proclivities, our idols 
and what we put our hope and security in, and especially the strength of our faith in Christ. For some, 
our faith was easily jettisoned or left behind. For others, it was the only thing keeping us going during a 
very difficult year. I want for us, including myself, to all grow in seeing our faith as being, not just 
important, but actually my life, all that is in my life is wrapped up in my faith in Christ.  

How I view myself, my role in the world, my family, my hobbies, how I filter out what is going on around 
us in society. We must have our faith be the lens and filter by which we do this. Our faith is most 
importantly formed and shaped by the Scriptures! Which is why mediation is so key for growing in our 
faith with Christ  

This is the theme for today’s sermon, and also for 2021: investing in faith. Investing invokes the image 
of taking money and putting in something which will prove to increase it in the long or short run and 
this is what I want to challenge us to this year; to invest in the faith that God has given us in Christ 
which will be enriched in both the short and long run of our lives.  

Isaiah 54:1-5 

“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; 
  break forth into singing and cry aloud, 
  you who have not been in labor! 
For the children of the desolate one will be more 
  than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord. 
“Enlarge the place of your tent, 
  and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out; 
do not hold back; lengthen your cords 
  and strengthen your stakes. 
For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, 
  and your offspring will possess the nations 
  and will people the desolate cities. 
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“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; 
  be not confounded, for you will not be disgraced; 
for you will forget the shame of your youth, 
  and the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no more. 
For your Maker is your husband, 
  the Lord of hosts is his name; 
and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, 
  the God of the whole earth he is called. 

I. Reversals [vs. 1]  

Context of Isaiah 54 

Always three layers of understanding Scripture: initial readers, Redemptive History, personal 
application. 

Isaiah one of the greatest prophets of Israel. Written over the span of 40 years of Isaiah’s tenure as the 
prophet of the LORD. Largest of the prophetic books, epic scope of God’s redemptive plans. Most 
specific prophecies of the Messiah (where He would be born, by whom; what His purpose would be in 
His life, death, resurrection; the eschatological end of all things, the day of God’s wrath and judgment 
against sin; the inclusion of the Gentiles into His covenant family, etc.)  

Peppered throughout the book, we have very detailed descriptions of the promised Messiah, and what 
He would accomplish on His people’s behalf. Chapter 53 is probably one of the most famous 
descriptions of the suffering of the Messiah, but how His suffering and death would bring about 
salvation and life forever more for all His people. This is where we leave off as we move into chapter 
54… 

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush Him; He has put Him to grief; when his soul makes an offering 
for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his 
hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous 
one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I 
will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he 
poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, 
and makes intercession for the transgressors. – Isaiah 53:10-12 

Moving into Ch. 54 

Now that we set this brief background, we turn out attention to the current passage at hand. Israel is 
called the desolate one because of the lifelessness of her worship and obedience to God. True life 
must be found in the One whom God puts forward as the suffering Messiah who takes away the guilt 
and takes on Himself our iniquities. Anything else only produces lifelessness. 
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God often describes Israel allegorically as a wife who had taken wedding vows to Yahweh when they 
entered into the covenant with Him. In different prophetic books she is called a whore, because she 
took other lovers in her idolatry, in Isaiah she is called a barren wife, not producing life.  

In our chapter, there are two women who are being contrasted, the barren one, and the one who is 
already bearing children. There seems to be a rivalry that is described here, with the one being 
children seemingly to be more important than the barren one. What is going on here? Who is the 
barren woman and who is the one bearing children?  

To answer this we must go back to Genesis, the beginning of the Hebrew people by Abraham and 
Sarah…Sarah was the barren woman, Hagar (Sarah’s handmaiden) was the child-bearer 

For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. But the 
son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through 
promise. Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from 
Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she 
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above 
is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth 
and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than those 
of the one who has a husband.” Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. – Galatians 
5:22-28 

Isaiah’s prophecy in chapter 54 is also allegory, an allegory about the lifelessness of Israel, and the 
idolatry that they had gotten caught up in. We today have the same potential proclivities to be caught 
up in idolatry, or moving away from the source of our first love, which is Christ.  

God will be reversing the shame and reproach that she has brought upon herself through her lifeless 
worship, her disobedience, and her idolatry. 

What are areas in your life that you want God to reverse? How have you perhaps been lifeless in your 
faith last year, and desire for God to change this year?  

II. Response [vs. 2-3]  

Call to Action in Isaiah  

God calls the people to respond in faith to His promises. 

The promises of God are based on the faithfulness of the Son of God, not based on the strength of my 
faith or the bigness of my response, but fully upon the faithfulness of Christ.  

God does not want His people to simply hear the promises, but He gives them so that they might act 
upon them. 
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Is God literally asking Israel to strengthen literal tent pegs or enlarging the place of their tents? Of 
course not! But, Israel called to prepare for growth. Though they haven’t yet seen the fulfillment of 
these promises, they are being called to still take action and prepare for the growth which will occur.  

Redemptive History  

Promise is of course the promise of the Gentiles being included in the true family of God. The nation of 
Israel would grow exponentially, and through the addition of the Gentiles into the community of God’s 
covenant people, they would indeed inherit the nations, and populate the desolate cities. 

Heart preparation. Willingness to see what God is doing in redemptive history, and to get on board with 
it. Humble submission to God’s plans being different than our plans. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. – Isaiah 55:8-9 

Personal Application  

It is not odd that God would describe this life of investing in faith as a tent. Even the Apostle Paul 
describes the life of faith as a “tabernacle” or “tent”. A structure which was used to take shelter and to 
abide. As the nation of Israel was called by God to prepare for the explosion of growth of the covenant 
community with the inclusion of the Gentile nations, so too, we today need to prepare for, and invest in, 
our own spiritual growth. Yes, faith comes from God as a gift, we do not earn it nor deserve, yet after it 
is given, God calls us to not squander it, but to invest in it and see growth happen.  

[Matthew 25] Parable of the master who gave his three servants talents to invest in and grow. Some 
did a lot, some did a little, and one did nothing and was rebuked harshly for his lack of effort. We who 
are in Christ are called to broaden the tent in which we shelter and abide with Him. We are called to 
strengthen the tent pegs, to bury them deep into the ground so that it will not be shaken no matter 
how strong the winds of the world, of opposition to faith and worship, or to our love for Christ.  

“Four Tent Pegs” of 2021 

Story of camping in northern AZ. Did not necessarily anticipate rain, but I put in the tent pegs…. 

These tent pegs are to be buried deep into the bedrock of the Scriptures so that we might taken 
shelter in the storms of life, and so that we might abide with Him who gives us life and sets us free!  

Personal Growth  

Personal communion with Christ/personal holiness. 

Spiritual maturity, Scriptural maturity. 
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With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! I have stored up your 
word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. – Psalm 119:10-11 

Growing in self-knowledge and awareness. 

Community Growth  

And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved. – Acts 2:46-47 

Devoting oneself to a small group this year  

In person, and online CG’s  

“Who I am, is who I am in community”  

Service & Leadership Growth  

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace…  
– 1 Peter 4:10 

Serve in a ministry  
• R | Kids (desire to reopen again as soon as we have enough volunteers)  
• Music  
• A/V 
• Tuesday night outreach (WeSeeYou)  
• Set-up crew  
• Volunteer board 
• Invest in being developed as a leader  
• Theo 101  
• LD cohorts  

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard 
from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also. – 2 Timothy 2:1-2 

Sunday Growth  

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. – Hebrews 10:24-25 
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Growing in Conviction  

Growing in seeing this gathering as not just important, but vitally necessary for the glory of God and 
the nourishment of our souls. Digital distance church is not a substitute for the in person gathering 
through which the Spirit of God in us is stirred each week 

Challenge us to think about personal idols of convenience or comfort, or security…places where God 
might be working to strengthen faith in Him first and only. 

Growing in Follow-Through  

As we are convicted of the importance of the Sunday gathering, we must grow in taking action on that.  

III. Restoration [vs. 4-5]  

Courageous Faith  

Why does God finish the passage by commanding His people not to fear, or to be dismayed, or 
confounded? Because as soon as we take steps to really invest in the faith God has given us in Christ 
we will face opposition from the enemy. Satan, the enemy of God’s people, does not want Christ 
followers to be growing in maturity, courage, or power in the Spirit. He wants to keep us so full of 
shame, or fear, or confusion that we never engage in the battle for people’s souls, let alone our own.  

To invest in faith takes courage, but take heart, for Jesus has overcome the world and Satan and our 
own flesh! There is nothing that comes against us which Christ in us cannot handle, and will absolutely 
never separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. He has also given us all we need to fight the 
battle. We have the full armor of God that He has equipped us with so that we can withstand the fiery 
arrows of the enemy.  

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, 
having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as 
shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances 
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the 
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. – Ephesians 6:10-18 

We have: truth, true righteousness, the gospel, faith, salvation, and the Word of God. With these we can 
perceive truth from error in all things, and can stand firm against the schemes of the devil. We must be 
on our guard, watchful, for the enemy. Prayer is the great vehicle of watchfulness for the Christian. I 

6



hope we invest more in prayer as a church, because this will be the way in which we keep the eyes of 
our faith open to what God is doing!  

Communion is Key  

Finally, God finishes by reminding His people of their covenant commitment to Him as His bride. This is 
not a new allegory in the Scriptures, and has its fullest understanding in Christ and the new covenant in 
His blood that He makes with His bride, the Church. This is important for us because it reminds us of 
the true goal of all that we just talked about, which is communion with Christ. True abiding and 
communion with Christ is the true life of godliness and will always bear good fruit now and in the life to 
come.  

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in 
me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. – John 15:4-9 

How are you going to make time to abide with Christ this year? This is the investment of faith which, as 
Jesus just said, will always bear good fruit which will glorify our Father in heaven. This ties back in with 
the allegory of the tent. The tent was a place to take shelter from the elements, but also the place to 
abide, to rest, to have fellowship. This is the goal of the Christian life here and now, to abide in the love 
of God given to us in Christ Jesus so that He may be glorified, and I may be most satisfied this year.  

Let’s pray. 

O Savior of sinners! Your name is excellent, Your glory high, Your compassions unfailing, and Your 
mercy tender. We bless You for the invitations and promises of the gospel because in them is pardon 
for our rebellious hearts, freedom for captives, health for the sick, and salvation for the lost. We come 
to You in Your beloved name of Jesus and ask that You would renew His image upon our souls. Raise 
us up above the smiles and frowns of the world, regarding it as a small thing to be judged by men. 
Make Your praise be our only aim and Your Word our only rule. Make us to hate those things which 
grieve the Holy Spirit; to reject the comforts of the world, to shun a careless way of life, to reprove evil, 
to instruct with humility those who oppose us, to be gentle and patient towards all, to be a living 
example of the gospel displaying in every relation, office, and circumstance it’s excellency, beauty, and 
blessings. In many things we have offended, in all ways come short of You glory. Pardon our iniquity for 
it is great, and keep us in the freedom of experiencing Your salvation continually.  

Amen. 
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