

	I want you to picture with me a man and a woman. The two know each other well. He shoots her a glance across the street, and she knows what he means. When no one is watching, she slinks across the street, saying she needs to go to the store if anyone were to ask. But she has a different destination in mind. 
	When she arrives at the man’s house, he quickly welcomes her in shuts the door behind her. They’re both a little nervous about what they are doing, but the danger is part of draw. The two begin to do what lovers do when left alone with a closed door. 
But in the middle of the act, a group of men barge into the room. They grab the woman by her arms and drag her out of the house and into the street. They parade her in front of everyone. She is naked, and ashamed, and terrified. Because this woman was married. Except, she was married to another man than the one she was just found sleeping with. And in the world she lives in, that is a crime punishable by death.
	This is the potential backstory for an event we find in the Gospel of John.
	Jesus is teaching in the temple one day and a group of Jewish leaders called Pharisees bring him a woman that has been caught in the act of adultery. They ask Jesus what they should do about it, because the Old Testament law explains that this woman should be stoned to death. But, Jesus also had already built a quite a following for himself on the basis that God was here for those who were trapped in sin. So, these Pharisees were trying to put Jesus in a tough spot where he would have to either go against the law, which is the word of God, or admit that this woman was sinful and have her killed, which would upset his followers, many of whom Jesus had rescued from their own lives of sin. I think the pharisees were pulling for the former, but would have accepted the latter. 
	You should know that the pharisees were not particularly fond of Jesus. You see, they didn’t like him because they thought he was dangerous. As far as they understood, following God looked like following the rules the best. And Jesus said and did some stuff that went against that idea. They also weren’t his biggest fans because he said a lot of things that threatened the carefully curated picture of themselves that they had created. Instead of looking holier than everyone, when Jesus was around, these pharisees were revealed for the hypocrites they were. 
	So, the scene is set. Let’s play our game again, let’s judge the judges. This time, we are going to judge the pharisees. Get your thumbs ready, were doing this roman colosseum style. These pharisees have decided that this woman broke the law and therefore she deserved the punishment listed in the law for such a transgression. In their minds, she is already condemned and deserves death. But instead of just going through with that, they use her situation as a way to try and trap Jesus. At this point, she is more like a tool that they are using than a person. So, thumbs up if you think they did a good job judging, thumbs down if they did a bad job. 
	In some regards they did a good job. As strange as it is, they were following the law, but only sort of. The law that they were claiming to be enforcing actually states that both the man and the woman guilty of adultery should be punished. So there is a gaping whole in their story already. 50% of the transgressors were left unpunished. Maybe he just got away, or maybe the pharisees were so focused on their mission that they only needed the woman to make the point. Which kinda reveals to us the real reason why they brought this woman here in the first place.
	These men weren’t interested in Justice. They were interested in being right. Or maybe more accurately, they were interested in Jesus saying something wrong so that they could have a reason to get rid of him. Their judgement was not about justice, but about ulterior motives that they thought were good.
	So often, when we judge someone it is the same story. No matter how good with think our motives might be, they are rarely free from personal bias.
	We are going to be talking about judgement today. The woman in this story was guilty and deserved judgement. But it doesn’t play out as straight forward as we often think judgment should. 
	Now, Before we look at how Jesus responded to this situation, we should make something clear. We need to be able to see the perspective that Jesus would have of this woman, and of all people trapped in sin. And in order to do that, we have to understand 2 basic truths.
	Number 1, God Loves People
	And Number 2, God Hates Sin.
	God Loves people. The first time God crafts humankind from the dust, he calls us very good. That’s an honor he didn’t give to anything else in creation. He created us for a purpose, to be in relationship with him and to be his representatives to the rest of creation or to be his image bearers. 
	Not only that, but he even calls us his children. Even though he is the Lord over all creation, he has loved you and me enough to let us know him as father. Though he would have every right to have us know him as supreme dictator, he instead chooses a loving and relational approach.
	Jesus himself is the proof of God’s love for us. That God himself would come down to be in the creation, to walk among us, and to eventually die for us so that we could have a way back into a relationship with him when we walked away.
	And it is in this same event of the cross that we discover that second related truth, that God hates sin.
	Sin is what separates us from God. It is what removes us from our loving father and leads us towards death. Every time that we choose for ourselves what is right or wrong instead of trusting God to define it, we step into sin. That’s what happened at the beginning with Adam and Eve in the garden. When they chose to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they chose to do what was right in their own eyes instead of trusting God to set the standard. And all of humanity has been plagued with this desire to go away from God and do our own thing ever since. It is a desire that kills us, because if you remember the rest of that story, death enters the world as a result of sin. 
	Whenever we sin, it breaks the relationship between us and a loving father who wants what is best for us. But God loves people, he wants to be in relationship with us and designed us to be in a relationship with him. And because of this love for us, God also hates the sin that separates us from him. He sees the sin that is killing us, sees it hurting the people that He loves, and he wants to see it come to an end. 
	This too is seen on the cross, when Jesus dies for the sins of the world, taking the death and punishment that we deserved upon himself so that we would not have to. In him, the demands of the law are satisfied, death happens as the result of sin. 
	In summary, God loves people, therefore, God hates sin. So, going back to our story of the woman caught in adultery, Jesus, being God, seems like he should be in quite the predicament when he is forced to look at a person who he loves, caught up in sin, which he hates, and come out with a verdict. 	The pharisees ask Jesus what they should do with the woman, and Jesus does the only logical thing one can do at the moment, and bends down and begins writing things in the dirt. Have you ever been in an argument with someone and your not sure what to do? Just ask yourself what would Jesus do: bend down and start drawing on the ground. Try that next time you get in an argument with your wife and tell me how it goes. 
	Jesus starts writing in the dirt. Now, we have no idea what he wrote, people have different theories, but whatever it was is not said in scripture. Instead, we do have the words that Jesus said to the pharisees in response. He tells them that whoever among them is without sin should cast the first stone. 
	The pharisees can’t respond to this. They simply start walking away. Because, for any one of them to throw a stone at that point would be claiming to be innocent of all sin, which is a claim that only God could make. Therefore they would be claiming to be God, and would be guilty of blasphemy, which coincidentally, is also a sin punishable by stoning. So the Pharisees realize that their trap has not worked, and they begin walking away.
	Ah! Brilliant move. Jesus 1, Pharisees nothing. 
	Essentially, Jesus agrees that the woman has sinned, and that her sin deserves punishment, but he does not permit the pharisees who caught her to be the ones to administer such judgement. He says that they are bad judges, and shows them why. 
But here’s where things get tricky: we are all bad judges. It is impossible for us to be truly objective about most things. And if the basis for who gets to judge is based on who has and has not sinned, then nobody would ever be able to provide judgement of any kind, even when it is necessary to help someone or to keep society in order.
This story is the illustration of one of Jesus’ teachings in the sermon on the mount, where Jesus looks more in depth as to what makes someone worthy to judge another and how to do it well.
	If you want to open your bible to Matthew chapter 7, that’s where we’ll be camping out today. We’re just gonna be looking at 5 verses today. If you don’t have a Bible, i’ll also have it up here on the screen.
	Jesus says, in Matthew 7, starting in verse 1:
[bookmark: _q1f04um757fn]“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
	Now… A lot of people have heard these verses and turned them into a license to do whatever they would like without receiving judgement. Afterall, it’s a pretty easy jump to get from these words to saying “Only God can judge me”, which is said more as an excuse to sin than as a reminder of the danger of sin, and the power that God has to judge.
	So let me take a second here and explain what Jesus is not saying.
	Jesus is not telling his followers that all judgement is bad. You and I make judgement calls every single day. Every time you go to Kroger, you judge which cart is going to be the best, which bananas look the ripest, and which checkout line is going to be the fastest. Judgements we make based on objective truths are not what’s in focus here.
	Jesus is also not telling his followers that there is no reason to judge other people. There’s another word that will get thrown around sometimes called “Discernment”. Discernment is a good thing. It’s using wisdom to make a proper judgement about a situation. We should use discernment or good judgment when we pick the people we call our friends or the people that we choose to date, because those are going to be people who have a significant influence on us. We use discernment when kids say something to us and were not sure how to respond. We use discernment when we have to decide how to best love someone in the situation that we find them in. Discernment is not bad.
	So Jesus is not saying that we shouldn’t notice someone else’s sins or shortcomings. It’s not wrong for us to be aware of where someone else struggles. It’s not like we’re supposed to just ignore everything and say “oh everything’s fine”. It’s not even wrong for us to call out each other’s failings if we do so in love. 
The type of judgement that Jesus is saying we should not practice is the kind where we identify someone else by their sins and choose to look down on them because of it. Because really, that kind of judgement is not about justice or about helping the person, but about boosting our own ego. Essentially, he is saying don’t create some impossible metric for others to live by in order to feel good about yourself. Not saying that the sins others commit are not real, not saying that the sins do not need to be dealt with with intensity, just that their sin should not be the lens we use to define them.
	He then gives us the reminder, saying that the same way we judge others, we too will be judged. This is not an entirely new thought, we actually talked about this a couple weeks ago when we covered the Lord’s prayer, where Jesus teaches us to pray: “Forgive us our debts as we have also forgiven our debtors.” There is a connection between the way we treat the people God loves, and the way that God will then treat us. 
Jesus is reminding us that there is a more real kind of judgement than the judgement we might have for one another, and that is judgement from God. It’s a kind of judgement that we will all find ourself at the receiving end of one day, which is why it is still good for us to deal with our sin now to whatever extent we can.
Here is why I think Jesus gives this reminder after the command. We need to be reminded that we aren’t the top dog. We need a reminder that we too are foolish and guilty. 
Remember when I said that God is our father? Since God is our father, then we are God’s children. Children don’t know as much as their father. Especially not in this case. Sometimes, our judgments are childish.
A lot of you have kids. I don’t personally, but one of the great joys of my life is that I get to spend time hanging out with our middle and high school students here at the church. 
In case you have forgotten, children can be incredibly judgmental! If you ask any of my middle schoolers, they’ll tell you, because they know it, because they go to school with other middle schoolers. Kids are judgemental. In their defense though, they are not much more judgemental than most adults, their filter just isn’t fully developed yet so they say the thoughts we all have out loud. It’s why they’re really fun to hang out with.
I went to middle school camp a few weeks ago and I was informed that:
1) I have a strange laugh
2) I can’t possible know anything about relationships because I’m single
3) And apparently I have uneven calves? Like my right calf is slightly larger than my left calf? I don’t know, but apparently it’s noticeable and it took up a whole evening of conversation.
	Now, I don’t take these judgements to heart. My sense of self is not shattered by the words of students. Because, at the end of the day, they are children! They have a limited perspective and limited knowledge of what actually matters. 
	But, when we take into account the fact that we are God’s children, we should remember that we also probably don’t know much! We need to be humble. We also have a limited perspective on things, limited knowledge on what actually matters. We can’t always honestly say that our judgements of other people come from a place of maturity and intellect. If you think yours do, then I want you to articulate them. Say out loud that you think that the guy who drives an ugly car is a worse person than you because of his car. Say out loud that the other mom is a worse person than you because she can’t afford to buy the name brand brand cheerios. You’re going to find out that some of your judgements are incredibly childish too. We wouldn’t trust the judgement of a child on things that actually matter, that’s why parents have to give kids guidance. 
So whatever childish reason you have for judging someone, whether it’s their appearance, their income, their life choices, the success of their kids, or any other thing that doesn’t really matter, you should remember that you too are a child, and you too make silly choices. To not offer grace to people doing the same thing is hypocritical, and it goes against the grace that Jesus has already shown to each one of us.
However, there are some judgements that we make that are still necessary and good. Sometimes, we still have to call people out on something for their own good. But in order to make those proper judgements, we need the ability to see things clearly, which takes us to Jesus’ next point:
[bookmark: _gtq59oy8kqjp]“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. (Matthew 7:3-5)
	The point he’s making is that we can’t possibly hope to be a good judge to others if we have not first held ourself to the same standard. We can’t hold others accountable for sin when we have no interest in getting rid of our own. That person is a hypocrite.
	Hypocrisy is the result of life lived in the pursuit of looking holy instead of being holy. It’s wanting the praise that comes with being a good person without actually trying to be one. And what Jesus is saying, is that if our goal is to look holy, then we never will be. If our goal is to be holy, then we will not find it by tearing others down.
	In other words, we cannot follow Jesus and also be a hypocrite. Which is ironic, because in modern culture, some of the biggest critiques against the church have to do with our hypocrisy and holier-than-thou attitudes.
	There is a problem with some Christians today, and I won’t say who because I’m better than them. That’s a joke in case you didn’t catch that. But there is a problem where some Jesus followers will deceive ourselves into thinking that our judgment of others is an act of obedience to God. 
	That somehow by placing the concept of evil in another person or another group, whether it be people who live differently, think differently, vote differently, look differently, or sin differently than we do, that we are then somehow fighting a war for God’s sake. That we are soldiers in his army, taking the fight to the front lines. 
	Then, if someone calls us homophobic or small minded or racist, we can claim that it is persecution and that we are standing firm in the faith. And granted, maybe you are. But I doubt it. 
	If your “love” for others, really means judging them for not being you, then you have completely missed the point.
	The faith we claim to follow is not one of tearing people down, but of eliminating evil. And you might say, “I am fighting the forces of evil!” But you’re not. 
	There was a brilliant pastor who once said:
[bookmark: _vmmemrdwsxin]“If when we judged others, our real motive was to destroy evil, we should look for evil where it is certain to be found, and that is in our own hearts. But if we are on the look-out for evil in others, our real motive is obviously to justify ourselves, for we are seeking to escape punishment for our own sins by passing judgment on others.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship)
	In other words, if our goal is truly the elimination of evil, we have to start with where we know evil exists and where we have the most control over it, and that is in our own lives. 
	Any judgement done that has not first been applied to ourselves is hypocrisy. And it’s goal is just to look better or feel better about ourselves. In other words, we are saying that I don’t love you as much as I love me.
	But God loves people. As his children, we should look the same in our love for people. And we first love people not by judging them to boost ourselves up, but by eliminating the evil in our own lives, so that we can, with clear vision, help them remove the speck from their own eye. It is only in knowing our own failures that we could hope to have the appropriate humility necessary to actually help our brothers and sisters eliminate the evil in their lives too. We cannot love someone while believing you are better than them. It’s impossible. Our judgements can be childish, and our judgements can be selfish. BUT, there are still times where we must execute judgement on one another.
	Judgement still has a role to play in the life of a Jesus follower. We are supposed to teach, encourage, and admonish one another. To help one another become more like Jesus. We cannot hope to become more like Jesus, if we think that we are innocent of any wrongdoing. And how will we know our wrongdoing if our brothers and sisters do not point it out to us. 
	Some of our sin is well known to ourselves. Some of it is personal and secret. Some of it, is so buried, that we haven’t even articulated it to ourselves before. But some of our sin, is known. It’s public. 
	If we truly have the goal of following Jesus, that means that we are trying to become more like Jesus. And if we are trying to become more like Jesus, then we cannot hold onto sin in our own lives. It must be dealt with. And though we may not ever completely eliminate it, grace has given us the chance and the reason to try.
	So for the personal, secret sins, or the sins that you cannot even name, begin with prayer. God has given us a helper in his Holy Spirit, and he will highlight your sin for you. But he does not leave you there, because with God there is forgiveness and redemption. He offers you grace. 
	And for the public sins, the ones that people know about, accept the correction when it is offered. If someone brings it up to you, in love, and lovingly, take it with gratitude. When a parent corrects their child it’s not about tearing down the child and making them feel bad, it’s about coaching them and saving them from greater pain in the future. Have the same attitude then when correcting and receiving correction from one another. It is not designed as a personal attack against who you are, but as an instructive help, given by someone who cares and wants what is best for you. It is much easier to receive judgement in humility when it is given in humility. 
	Which means, that if you are on the side that is producing the judgment, you have a responsibility, to give that piece of correction with love and care. It means that you have to be humble when you give it, recognizing your own flaws and the ways that you might be guilty of the very same thing you are calling them out for. Because your goal is not to boost yourself up, but to help your brother or sister become more like Jesus.
	The truth is, we make terrible judges, but we still come face to face with situations all the time that require us to use our judgement. So when Jesus says “do not judge”, it’s important that we remember that context that he saying it in. That we should remember our humility when we judge. That we are still children and we might not know everything. And we should remember that like everybody else, we also are guilty of sin. 
	And perhaps the biggest point you should remember is this: God loves people, and God hates sin. And His solution to this problem is grace. Grace offered to you and to me through his son Jesus. And it is this same grace that we are expected to have for one another.
	Going back to the woman caught in adultery. After she was brought to Jesus, he tells the pharisees that whoever is without sin should cast the first stone. He teaches them that they are imperfect judges, because they are also guilty of sin and deserving of punishment. But the story doesn’t end there. When the men leave there is a moment where Jesus is left alone with the woman. Now, according to the statutes that he has just laid out, this woman is deserving of being killed, but she only deserves to be killed by someone who is without sin. All that leaves is Jesus. He at this moment has the right to execute judgment on this woman. But he chooses something else. Instead, He asks her where everyone went? Has no one condemned you? The woman, who at this point must be overwhelmed with gratitude and amazement. She has just escaped death because of Jesus. Simply replies with a no. Jesus looks at her, and says “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (Jn. 8:11b) 
	Jesus offers the woman grace. This is the attitude that we must remember when judging one another. Though she was guilty, Jesus offered grace. But he does not leave her saying “I don’t condemn you” rather, he leaves her with a call to leave her life of sin. That is because Grace is not a chance to keep living your old life without punishment, but the invitation to life a new life transformed by God. 
	The moral of the story is not that what the woman did was ok and the pharisees are the bad guys for being judgemental. The woman is also guilty here of cheating on her husband. But she is no more guilty of that than the pharisees are of hypocrisy or than you and I are of any of our sins. But though we deserve judgement, we are offered grace. If God were to judge us as we deserve, which he has every right to do, we would come up dead every single time. But instead, he has chosen to take our place, die for our sake, and offer us a new life on the other side, one that is transformed and free from sin.
	When we cast judgement on someone, declaring them in our hearts to be not worth our time, not worth our words, not worth our love, then we are alienating them from the knowledge that they have been saved. Our pride when we judge could be the reason that someone doesn’t know that God loves them. 
	Don’t let your need to boost yourself up be the reason someone doesn’t know that. And don’t let your own ego be the reason you don’t know that. God has loved you. Loved you so much that he has hated your sin and offered you a way out of it. And he has loved the person next to you. It’s your job to make sure they know it. And you cannot love someone while believing you are better than them. 

