
 

       
PP Acts: To the End of the Earth
Part 64  Acts 27, Peace in the Storm						2/25-26/2023

I have often said that in life, you are in a storm or trial, have come out of one recently, and likely 
have another one blowing your way
A storm of all storms is about to blow into the Apostle Paul’s life, and we will have a front row 
seat as the wind howls and the waves crash
We will learn some valuable lessons for the storms that blow into our lives as well

PP 1-Do not go through a life storm alone if you can help it

PP “And when it was decided that we should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul and some other 
prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort named Julius. And embarking in a 
ship of Adramyttium, which was about to sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, we 
put to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica.” 27:1-2 
That little word ‘we’, tells us that once again Luke, the author of Acts rejoined Paul for this trip 
Just before Paul died, he wrote that PP “Luke alone is with me” 2 Timothy 4:11
Luke was a doctor, and they were of great value to a ship captain or centurion, but in addition 
to Luke was ‘Aristarchus…from Thessalonica’
It’s likely he fulfilled the role of Paul’s servant, attending to his needs, allowed on this voyage
These two men were Paul’s very close friends, in our modern saying, best of friends
A terrible storm is about to hit and it is no time for fair-weather friends to be with you
I don’t know how any Christian endures life’s difficulties alone and I would encourage all who 
call Cornerstone their church to join a Community Group
Many of my closest friends in our church are friendships developed in a Community Group
Our website lists all of our groups and I would encourage you to join one
Storms will blow into your life and you do not need to weather them alone

PP 2-Storms in life may surprise us, but never God

Acts 27 begins with no indication that a ship-wrecking storm is on the horizon and that is the 
way it is of life’s storms which almost always come with no early warnings
PP “The next day we put in at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and gave him leave to go 
to his friends and be cared for.”  27:3
Other prisoners were with them, and Julius a centurion, along with a special group of soldiers
They were the ‘Augustan Cohort’ whose duty was to protect grain shipments to and from Rome
The group expanded to also be transport teams for political prisoners and powerful figures, 
getting them safely to where they were to go
Their presence assured that the ever-present piracy of that day would not be a concern
PP MAP It was late in the sailing season, so they quickly board a smaller port-hopping coast 
-hugging ship, and their first stop was Sidon, 70 miles north
Julius, for some reason trusted Paul, and gave him leave to visit his friends in Sidon while their 
ship unloaded and reloaded their cargo for the next port
An empty ship is one losing money, so the captain looked for opportunities as the three went to 
the church at Sidon to be ‘cared for’, to get provisions necessary for the voyage
With the favor of the centurion, friends with him, and a supporting church in Sidon, Paul had no
 idea yet that a storm was about to strike with devastating force

PP 3-God has a purpose for your storms

The group boarded and PP “putting out to sea from there we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, 
because the winds were against us. And when we had sailed across the open sea along
the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra in Lycia. There the centurion 
found a ship of Alexandria sailing for Italy and put us on board.  We sailed slowly for a number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the wind did not allow us to go farther, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone.  Coasting along it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near which was the city of Lasea. 
Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous because even the Fast 
was already over, Paul advised them, saying, ‘Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be 
with injury and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.’
But the centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to 
what Paul said.” Acts 27:6-11 
PP MAP They set sail on a 9 day trip to Myra, but they ‘sailed slowly’ because of headwinds
Just as the midwest is the breadbasket of America, Egypt is the Roman Empire’s source of wheat
Juliuis had booked passage on an Egyptian wheat transport and for captains willing to risk the 
late season seas to get grain to the Roman Empire, there was a bonus in store
It was after the ‘Fast’ (9), the Jewish Day of Atonement, mid to late October
Sailing was dangerous by September and impossible by November so they docked for the winter 
until March due to cyclone (hurricane) activity 
The ‘pilot’ was convincing and the centurion who had the authority to decide, and along with 
‘the majority’ (12) ignored Paul’s advice, and decided to sail on
They thought to make it 40 miles to Phoenix on the leeward side of Crete, meaning the side most 
protected from Northeastern storms, which was a better place to spend the winter
It seemed a safe decision for the PP “the south wind blew gently…they weighed (pulled up) 
anchor and sailed along Crete” 27:13, making for the port 
What started well quickly turned difficult as ‘a tempestuous wind’ a ‘northeaster struck’ 27:14 
The sailors tried every trick they had but they could not even turn the ship into the wind
These wheat transports were as large as 140 feet long, 36 feet wide, and had a draft of 33 feet
They had no rudder and were steered by two great paddles coming out from the rear of the boat 
on both sides
They had only one mast with one large square sail made of either linen or animal hides and 
unable to sail straight into strong winds without ripping
If that mast were to rip out of its mount, it would put a hole in the hull and sink the ship
The lifeboat that normally trailed behind was fastened to the side of the ship using the hoist
They frapped the ship, which means they passed ropes under the ship and tightened them with 
winches to hold the hull together
Then they began to throw overboard the cargo and then the tackle lying around the deck
They couldn’t see the sun or stars for days or nights, they were hopelessly lost
Luke wrote, PP “all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.” Acts 27:20 
They were headed toward the northern coast of Africa, a boneyard for wrecked ships
They had no hope of surviving, and that was the purpose of this storm, and perhaps the storms
God allows in your life
God often allows storms to rage until we give up all our efforts to save ourselves
He will often let us try it our way, only to finally give those ways up and surrender in faith
You see, if you can manage your way through the storm to safety, you will not know grace, you 
will not learn the wisdom of surrender and trust in God, nor will you know the next truth

PP 4-Expect God to give you opportunities to witness in your storms

They were carried 476 miles from Cauda, all hope was lost when Paul said, PP “Men, you 
should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this injury 
and loss. Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, 
but only of the ship. For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to 
whom I belong and whom I worship, and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must 
stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ So 
take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told.” 
27:21-25
This is less an ‘I told you so’ and more ‘Now will you listen to me so you can be saved?’
He told them that just that night, God had sent an angel saying, Do not be afraid, for God will get
you to Rome to the Caesar, and that ‘God has granted you all those who sail with you’
God granted Paul’s prayer, and he had been praying for all of them while the storm raged
For many of us severe trials turn our eyes firmly on ourselves, but not the godly…their hearts 
remain toward others while they continue to serve their God
One of my constant appeals to storm-tossed Christians is to keep worshiping, and don’t let your 
eyes fixate on your troubles and struggles, but pray and help others
The darker your night, the brighter you can shine, and your witness will shout the glory of God

PP 5-Faith in God does not alleviate us of acting responsibly

Imagine if Paul had a Let go and Let God mindset in this storm and did nothing 
At this point, the captain isn’t leading, the pilot wasn’t leading, the centurion wasn’t leading
So Paul the prisoner stepped up and shows us godly leadership emerges in the storm of life
On the 14th night, knowing a reef was drawing near, the sailors tried to escape with the lifeboat, 
	abandoning everyone else to perish, but Paul intervened warning Julius (27:31)
God promised they would all be saved, but they must obediently trust Him, not steal the 
lifeboat to save their own skin while everyone else perished
God always requires obedience to His Word, and being in a life storm is no different
Paul urged everyone to eat, for they had gone 14 days without food, ‘in suspense’ afraid
They needed the strength to endure, for for what was about to happen, and to get them eating he 
thanked God for the food and began to eat, and they were ‘all encouraged and ate’
They threw the rest of the grain overboard so the ship would ride higher, and they soon 
discovered the greatest truth of all

PP 6-Finally, there is one anchor that will never be cut away

PP “Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, 
on which they planned if possible to run the ship ashore.  So they cast off the anchors
and left them in the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders.
Then hoisting the foresail to the wind they made for the beach.”  Acts 27:39–40
The day dawned though you’d hardly know it because of the storm, but they saw an island they 
PP Map would later learn was Malta
They cut away the anchors, raised the sail, and made for the beach, but ran onto a reef
Knowing they were going to have to swim for it, the soldiers planned to kill the prisoners
What good was it to survive a shipwreck if you would be executed for losing a prisoner?
But Julius intervened because he wanted to save Paul 
276 sailors, soldiers, prisoners and passengers jumped in and each of them made it to shore,
just as God had said would happen
Did God part the seas as he did with Moses, or still the storm as Jesus did…no
Yet God was every bit present controlling the storm, guiding them hundreds of miles across the
sea to this tiny island, for a reason that we will see next week
PP “Therefore, we who have fled to Him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to 
the hope that lies before us. This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our 
souls.”  Hebrews 6:18–19 NLT

I know that some of you have gone through, and are in some horribly powerful life storms
You are dealing with fear, doubt, loneliness and grief, and anger
In many ways, God had Luke write Acts 27 for you and me when my life storms strike
Strike they will, and each of us will be ships on the seas and it seems healing toward the rocks
PP 1-Do not go through a life storm alone if you can help it
2-Storms in life may surprise us, but never God
3-God has a purpose for your storms
4-Expect God to give you opportunities to witness in  your storms
5-Faith in God does not alleviate us of acting responsibly
6-All others anchors may be cut away, but God will hold you fast with the anchor of hope

Pray



