
The Sword of the Spirit 
 
“Take the..sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  Ephesians 6:17 
 
    We don’t have much experience with famine or scarcity in this country.  The 
closest some of us may have come in our generation was the recent post-Covid virus 
run on toilet paper that left shelves bare.  Suddenly toilet paper was at a premium. 
Pastor Don, points out in his introduction, that when something normally available 
in abundance gets scarce we come to appreciate it in a way we didn’t before.  
      The prophet Amos predicted a day in which God’s word would fall into short 
supply.  He called it a “famine for hearing the word of God.”  Continuing in our series, 
The Invisible War, Pastor Don, unpacks the significance of each of us, personally, 
taking the “sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.”(Eph. 6:17)  Although the 
Bible is more readily available now than at any previous time in the history of the 
world, it is nonetheless often neglected and put on the back burner of our lives. We 
may not be experiencing a famine for having the word, but as the prophet Amos 
predicted, we experience a famine hearing it. 
    Pastor Don answers three deeply impactful questions about the sword of the 
Spirit.  First, what exactly is the sword of the Spirit?  Secondly, what is the purpose 
of the Sword of the Spirit? And finally, what does it mean to take the Sword of the 
Spirit? 
      Taking a whirlwind tour through the scriptural narrative, from Genesis to 
Revelation, we see that God’s people have always been instructed to build their lives 
on God’s word.  God’s “living and active” word informs, transforms and personally 
strengthens us as we meditate on its message to us.  In our struggle to stand firm 
against the devil’s schemes, we have been given the Spirit’s divinely empowered 
Word of God.  This is a weapon to be treasured above all things.  
 
 
Questions to Consider 
1.  What is one of your favorite passages of scripture?  How has God strengthened 
you with that message? 
2.  What is the difference between being exposed to a message and really hearing it? 
3.  Has there been a time in your life that you have experienced a “famine for hearing 
God’s word”?  How did that affect the rest of your life? 
4.  “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” Colossians 3:16.  What are some 
practical ways to let God’s word find a rich welcome in your life? 
 
 
 


