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Scriptures from New International Version unless noted 

 
 
 
Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, in our likeness.” 

Genesis 1:26 – NLT, NIV 
 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill  the earth and subdue it. Rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves along the 
ground.” 

Genesis 1:28 
 

What are the signs that success has become an idol in our lives? 
 
1. A relentless sense of ____________________. 
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden 
from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of 
them came to be. 

Psalm 139:13-16 
 
2. Obsessed with personal _____________________.  
“What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?” 

Luke 9:25 
 
3. Coveting rather than celebrating the successes of ________________. 
Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They have credited David with tens of 
thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” 

1 Samuel 18:8 
 
“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater 
things than these, because I am going to the Father.” 

John 14:12 
 

What would Jesus say to people who find themselves serving the idol of success? 
 

1) “Remember… your worth is in no way based on your achievements.” 
 
“Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. 
And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 
life?” 

Luke 12:24-25 
 

The Idol of Success 



 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8:38-39 
 

2) “Be faithful with what you’ve already been given.” 
 
“You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 
master's happiness!'” 

Matthew 25:21b 
 

3) “Seek My approval.” 
 
“His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant!’” 

Matthew 25:21a 
 
Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? ...If I were still trying to please men, I would not be 
a servant of Christ. 

Galatians 1:10 
 
 


