
 

WEEK 2: WHY DIDN’T GOD ANSWER MY PRAYER?
Have you ever doubted God? Have you ever doubted the goodness of God? Have you ever been told as a 
Christian that we're not supposed to ever doubt? Instead we should always have faith in the goodness of 
God…but have you ever doubted in a moment when you're experiencing something that didn't seem fair, 
that didn't seem right, and you thought: How can I see the goodness of God when my life is falling apart? 
If God is so good, then why did this happen? 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What initial thoughts do you have when you think about prayer? What has been the hardest question 

you’ve received about prayer? When you have difficult questions about God, what is your process of 
finding answers? 

2. Please take a moment to read John 14:13-14. 
• Is Jesus making a promise? If so, what is the promise? 
• What would be best practice when interpreting the Bible, including Jesus’ teachings? 
• What could be an example of a bad interpretation of His teaching?  

3. Please take a moment to read Mark 11:22-25 and Matthew 5:23-24. The first possibility why God 
didn’t answer your prayer could be that you have a broken relationship. What are some examples of a 
broken relationship? How do you make it right? 

4. Please take a moment to read Matthew 6:5-6. Another possibility why God didn’t answer your prayer 
could be that you have wrong motives. What are some examples of wrong motives? 

5. Please take a moment to read Mark 9:19-29. Another possibility is you didn't believe God would 
actually do it. Where would you rate your faith in the power of prayer, on a scale of 1-3 (3 being 
amazing)? Why did you give yourself that rating? How can you move your answer closer to 3? 

6. Please take a moment to read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. Share about a time when God didn’t answer a 
prayer the way you thought He should. What did you learn through that experience? 

7. What does it look like to pray so that you can know God better? How will you pray with that purpose 
in mind this week?  

MOVING FORWARD 
The purpose of prayer isn't to get God to do our will. The purpose of prayer is to know God, so we can do His 
will. The purpose of prayer is to get to know Him intimately, because He is an intimate and a relational God. 
We serve Him, He is not here to serve us. We need to understand that God is not a button to be pushed, but 
a relationship to be pursued. He is a relational God. He is love. He created us to love us and to be loved by 
us. The purpose of prayer is not to get God to do our will. 

CHANGING YOUR MIND 
“Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT)


