GOD’S REDEEMING HAND

Devotion Info
- The Bigger Plan -

DAY 1: Read Leviticus 25:25-28; 47-50

If one of your fellow Israelites falls into poverty and is forced to sell some family land, then a close
relative should buy it back for him. If there is no close relative to buy the land, but the person who sold
it gets enough money to buy it back, he then has the right to redeem it from the one who bought it. The
price of the land will be discounted according to the number of years until the next Year of Jubilee. In
this way the original owner can then return to the land. But if the original owner cannot afford to buy
back the land, it will remain with the new owner until the next Year of Jubilee. In the jubilee year, the
land must be returned to the original owners so they can return to their family land.

Leviticus 25:25-28 NLT

Suppose a foreigner or temporary resident becomes rich while living among you. If any of your
fellow Israelites fall into poverty and are forced to sell themselves to such a foreigner or to a
member of his family, they still retain the right to be bought back, even after they have been
purchased. They may be bought back by a brother, an uncle, or a cousin. In fact, anyone from the
extended family may buy them back. They may also redeem themselves if they have prospered.
They will negotiate the price of their freedom with the person who bought them. The price will be
based on the number of years from the time they were sold until the next Year of Jubilee—whatever
it would cost to hire a worker for that period of time.

Leviticus 25:47-50 NLT

The rules found in Leviticus and Deuteronomy say a kinsman-redeemer serves two purposes:
o To keep God's promised land intact
o To keep a family line going

Do Ruth or Naomi fall into these categories?

Why or why not?
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DAY 2: Read Ruth 2:1-20

1 In the days when the judges ruled,[a] there was a famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem in
Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 2 The man'’s
name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion.
They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there.

3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 They married Moabite
women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both
Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband.

6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by providing food for
them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-
law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to
the land of Judah.

8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May
the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the
Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.”

Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back with you to
your people.”

11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have
any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; [ am too old to have
another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if [ had a husband tonight and
then gave birth to sons— 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for
them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord’s hand has turned
against me!”

14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to
her.

15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.”

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and
where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will
die, and there [ will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates
you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging
her.

19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the
whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?”

20 “Don’t call me Naomi,[b]” she told them. “Call me Mara,[c] because the Almighty[d] has made my
life very bitter. 21 I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The
Lord has afflicted[e] me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”

Ruth 2:1-20 NLT

The writer of Ruth was trying to show the heart of the law, not the actual rule of the law.
Why is this an important distinction?
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DAY 3: Read Deuteronomy 23:3-5

3 No Ammonite or Moabite or any of their descendants may enter the assembly of the Lord, not even in
the tenth generation. 4 For they did not come to meet you with bread and water on your way when you
came out of Egypt, and they hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim[a] to pronounce
a curse on you. 5 However, the Lord your God would not listen to Balaam but turned the curse into a
blessing for you, because the Lord your God loves you.

Deuteronomy 23:3-5 NLT

How does that passage make Boaz's treatment of Ruth more significant?

DAY 4: Read Ruth 2:8-12, 14-16

8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go
away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 9 Watch the field where the men are
harvesting, and follow along after the women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And
whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.”

10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why have I found such favor
in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?”

11 Boaz replied, “I've been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death
of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a
people you did not know before. 12 May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly
rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”

Ruth 2:2-6 NLT

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here. Have some bread and dip it in the wine vinegar.”
When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She ate all she wanted and
had some left over. 15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, “Let her gather among the
sheaves and don’t reprimand her. 16 Even pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them
for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.”

Ruth 2:14-16 NLT

If we consider Boaz a Christ-like figure, what interactions with Ruth would help create that mental
picture?
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DAY 5: Read Ruth 2:8-12

[8] Boaz went over and said to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter. Stay right here with us when you gather
grain; don’t go to any other fields. Stay right behind the young women working in my field. [9] See
which part of the field they are harvesting, and then follow them. I have warned the young men not to
treat you roughly. And when you are thirsty, help yourself to the water they have drawn from the well.”

[10] Ruth fell at his feet and thanked him warmly. “What have I done to deserve such kindness?” she
asked. “I am only a foreigner.”

[11] “Yes, I know,” Boaz replied. “But I also know about everything you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband. I have heard how you left your father and mother and your own
land to live here among complete strangers. [12] May the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings

you have come to take refuge, reward you fully for what you have done.”
Ruth 2:8-12 NLT

e What are the parallels between us and Ruth when we look at the bigger picture?

Application:
e When we begin to look at God's bigger picture, we can find more rest in difficult circumstances,
and more contentment in blessings knowing that He will be glorified in the end. This week,
regardless of your circumstances, take some time to thank God for his plan, and ask for your

eyes to be opened for the opportunities he gives to us. Be a Boaz for someone in a dark place
today, or a Ruth in how you approach others.

If you would like a daily reminder of these devotionals for each week's sermon, text "DEVO" to

512-877-5131 and you'll receive a text message after 8am Monday-Friday with a link to that day's
devotional.



