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John 2:13-22

PP “Jesus, The Temple of God”
John 2:13-22

Intro:
· Shopping in September when the Christmas decorations are revealed.  
· The Passover was one of three PP Jewish Pilgrimage Festivals for which Jews traveled to Israel.
· Passover
· Feast of Weeks
· Feast of Booths

· PP King Herod the Great (Picture)
· Working with Marc Anthony and selected by the senate to be king of Judah, he captured Jerusalem from a rival who had taken it from the Roman Empire.
· He married his niece who was a granddaughter of the previous Roman king to strengthen his claim to the throne.
· He started ruling in 37 BC.
· Around 20-18 BC he started construction on expanding the temple and the temple mount.
· He completely rebuilt the temple that was built by Zerubbabel at the end of the Babylonian Captivity.  He also doubled the courtyard size and built what we know as the Western Wall.
PP Court of the Gentiles (picture)
· The reason for rebuilding it was to provide greater splendor and to accommodate the many pilgrims that traveled there for religious events. Also to try to curry favor with the Jewish people.

I. PP Jesus’ ministry is put on the map.
A. At the wedding in Cana, Jesus performs his first recorded miracle somewhat privately.
1. Only the servants and some of the disciples witnessed it.
2. They leave this area and head towards Jerusalem.
B. They are there for the Passover.
1. This is the first of possibly Jesus’ last four Passovers. 
2. Two more are recorded in John.  
3. This is the beginning of His public ministry.

C. The Passover had become commercialized.  
1. Men paid their required temple tax which was half of a Tyrian Coin.
a. Foreign currency had to be exchanged, only the PP Tyrian Coin (picture) would be accepted at the temple. 

1) The Tyrian Coin had the highest quality and percentage of silver in it which was worth enough to pay for two men’s taxes. 
-Think to the temple tax that Peter caught (Matthew 17:24-27) 
PP Peter catching the fish (picture)
2) They didn’t want to accept anything that was Roman currency with Ceasar’s image on it.  
-Julius Ceasar was the first Ceasar to have his image on a coin (Denarius).
PP Mark 12:17 Coin (picture)
-Pay unto Ceasar that which is Ceasar’s. (Mark 12:17)
b. Only pure animals without blemish could be sacficed.
2. People who traveled from far away were not able to bring theirs.
a. Distant travelers could not bring their own animals.  
b. There were risks in transporting the animals to Jerusalem.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk164930126]The PP Court of the Gentiles (picture) had been turned into a marketplace for the holiday. 
a. This was part of the holiday.  
b. Gentiles were not permitted any further.
c. This was the only place for Gentiles to pray. 

II. PP The temple is where the presence of God resides.
A. The tabernacle and later the temple are a type of Christ.
1. PP The tabernacle (picture) was where God was present with His people.(Ex.29:42-46) Turn to the passage.
2. The tabernacle/temple was a copy of the true things. (Hebrews 9:24)

Typology refers to historical people, places, objects, or events in the Old Testament which foreshadow Christ and his work. 

PP Hebrews 9:24
24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.
B. Jesus calls himself the Temple of God. (John 2:19)
1. Jesus made two claims:
· He is the Son of God- my Father’s house. (John 2:16)
· He is God.- this temple (John 2:19)
2. All the fullness of God was in Jesus. (Colossians 1:18,19; 2:9)
PP Colossians 1:18,19
8 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

PP Colossians 2:9
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
C. The body of Christ is the temple of God.
1. We are the body of Christ. (Ephesians 4:15,16)
PP Ephesians 4:15,16
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
2. Jesus is the Cornerstone; we are the stones on which the temple (church) is built. (Ephesians 2:19-22)
PP Ephesians 2:19-22
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,[a] but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by[b] the Spirit.
3. We are the temple of God. (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)
PP 1 Corinthians 3:16,17
16 Do you not know that you[a] are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.
a. The words “you” in these verses are plural.
b. The words “you” and “your” are also plural. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)
PP 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

Conclusion:
· Worship in the temple had veered off course from where it should have been.  We need to be careful not to do the same.
· Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and fully God.
· We are the body/temple of God.  He is present with the Holy Spirit in us.
· The entire Bible is the story arc of the gospel as God progressively revealed himself to the world.  
· One day he will redeem all of creation.
