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[ Story Behind The Hymn ]

Read Between The Lines
Grace Greater Than Our Sin 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
the suffrage movement was intensifying 
in the United States. It was a time when 
women in many denominations were in the 
paradoxical position to spread the Good 
News, but had to remain quiet while doing 
it. However, there were women hymn writ-
ers who decided to ignore this and wrote 
hymns as social, religious and biblical com-
mentary.

Julia Harriette Johnston (1849 - 1919) was 
the daughter of a Presbyterian minister 
and authored many books on Christian mis-
sions and missionaries along with hundreds 
of hymns. Eventually, many of Johnston’s 
hymn texts were published in her books. 

Around 1910, she penned the words, “Grace 
Greater Than Our Sin.” This hymn is a com-
mentary on Romans 5 which says: “But 
where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound.” Considering that many women 
were forbidden to teach, preach, or pray in 
“promiscuous” (mixed gender) gatherings, 
writing a commentary on scripture would 
also be, most likely, not tolerated. However, 
the medium of hymn writing was utilized 
by women like Johnston in order to circum-
vent societal norms.

The word “grace” is sung 8 times. After 
singing the refrain after the stanzas, that 
number is increased to 32. After adding 
the instances of grace in the stanzas, that 
number is changed to 38.

Source 
www.umcdiscipleship.org/
Excerpts taken from Discipleship Minis-
tries History of Hymns by T. Wes Moore on 
June 2, 2016
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Grace Greater Than Our Sin
Esther 2:15

Grace is greater than…
Your Sin
Romans 6:12 & 14, Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 
desires...For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under 
grace.

Your Past
1 Timothy 1:12 & 17, I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he consid-
ered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Your Mistakes
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12, With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make 
you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for 
goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Your Hurts
2 Corinthians 12:7, or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to 
keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to 
torment me. 

Your Pain
Hebrews 12:15, See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root 
grows up to cause trouble and defile many.

A great future doesn’t require a great past. 
-William Chapman @pinecastleumc

Post this to your Facebook and Twitter to 
help share the gospel with your friends.

[ Weekly Devotion Questions ]
 Hmmm...

1. Read Esther 2:17. List a few of the obstacles that Esther 
overcame in her life to walk in grace.

2. Esther’s name means ‘shining star’. In dark times peo-
ple shine the brightest. What ways can you shine in your 
dark days?

3. Please read each of the scriptures below and identify 
how Grace is greater than each of these five points.

1.  Sin: Romans 6:12-14 
2. Past: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
3. Mistakes: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
4. Hurts: 2 Corinthians 12:7
5. Pain: Hebrews 12:14-15 


