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[ Story Behind The Hymn ]

Read Between The Lines
Jesus Paid It All

Jesus Paid It All is a traditional Ameri-
can hymn about the penal substitutionary 
atonement for sin by the death of Jesus. 
The song references many Bible verses, 
including Romans 5 (Jesus’ sacrifice gives 
life) and Isaiah 1:18 (a crimson flow). 

The song lyrics were written in 1865 by 
Elvina M. Hall (1818–1889), a 47-year-old, 
widowed congregant, who was listening to a 
church sermon and prayer and penned the 
words on the back of a hymnal while sitting 
in a choir loft in the Monument Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Baltimore, Maryland, 
and she gave the lyrics to her pastor, Rev. 
George W. Schreck, at the end of the church 
service. Coincidentally, that same week the 
church organist (and coal merchant), John 
Grape (1835-1915), shared some new music, 
entitled “All To Christ I Owe,” with the same 
pastor who thought the lyrics and song 
fit well together. Hall and Grape worked 
to finish the hymn together, and then at 
Schreck’s urging, they sent the hymn to 
Professor Theodore Perkins, publisher of 
the Sabbath Carols periodical, where it re-
ceived its first publication. It has been a 
favorite of many American Christians ever 
since.

Hall was a member of the church for forty 
years. In 1885 Hall remarried to Thomas 
Myers (1813-1894), a Methodist minister, 
at the home of her daughter, Ella. Elvina 
Hall died in Ocean Grove, New Jersey on 
July 18, 1889, and her funeral was held at 
the Strawbridge Methodist Church, and 
she was buried in the Green Mount Ceme-
tery in Baltimore.
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Jesus Paid It All
Mark 1:40-45

Mark 1:40-45,  A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If 
you are willing, you can make me clean.”
Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am will-
ing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.
Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: “See that you don’t tell this 
to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses 
commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” Instead he went out and 
began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter 
a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him 
from everywhere.

1. The leper said, “If you are willing...”

2. Filled with compassion he reached out and touched.

3. Jesus said, “I am willing...”
1 Peter 2:24, “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might 
die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.”

Be filled with compassion and willing to touch 
the lives of others.

Post this to your Facebook and Twitter to 
help share the gospel with your friends.

[ Weekly Devotion Questions ]

Hmmm...
1. Read the three verses from the hymn Jesus Paid It All.

What does each verse declare about our Father’s charac-
ter?

2. Read Mark 1:40-45 and comment about Pastor Scott’s 
three points.
    1) “IF you are willing...”

    2) Filled with compassion, Jesus touched him.

    3) Jesus replied, “I am willing.”


