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John 19:38-42; Mark 15:42-47 
 

Introduction – Joseph of Arimathea is one of the few who is mentioned in all four Gospels. His 

deed of giving his own tomb for Jesus burial was foretold by Isaiah in the suffering servant 

passage. (Is.53:9) “He made his grave with the rich.” An overlooked irony is that a disciple of 

Jesus was found among the Sanhedrin. Not only was Joseph of Arimathea a member of the 

exclusive seventy, Joseph was a prominent member of the Council. After Jesus death Joseph 

asked Pilate for the body. Today, I want to look at Joseph’s Character; Joseph’s Concealment 

and Joseph’s Courage.  
 

 
 

I. Joseph’s character. 

1. A man of influence.  

 2. A prominent council member (Mark 15:43).  

 3. A good and just man (Luke 23:50). 

 4. A disciple of Christ (Matthew 27:57). 

 5. Waited for the kingdom of God to come (Mark 15:43). 

 6.  He “had not consented to their decision and action,” to crucify Jesus (Luke 23:51). 
 

II. Joseph’s concealment.  

1. While Joseph was a believer, he kept his faith a secret (John 19:38). 

2. Thank God for public Christians. But not all the heroes of the faith are known to the    

     public.  

3. You find secret believers in militant communist governments or in oppressive religious  

     regimes.  

4. While Jezebel was killing off the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah had secretly hidden a     

     hundred prophets in two caves (I Kings 18:4). 

5. “Some people don’t dare to wave a palm branch when Jesus passes by. But on the    

inside they are shouting, “Hosanna in the highest!” Lou Holtz  

III. Joseph’s courage.   

1. When Joseph saw Jesus dying on the cross, his priorities changed.  

 2. As Joseph watched Jesus die that day, he made a decision. He would be silent no more. 

 3. Looking on the crucified Christ deepens our commitment to Him.  

 3. When Jesus was dead, Joseph went boldly to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus. 

 4. Joseph and Nicodemas carefully and tenderly prepared the body of Jesus. 

 5. “Jesus keep me near the cross; there a precious fountain. Free to all a healing stream   

                   Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.” Fanny Crosby 

6. It costs them rejection, their religion, and their riches. 

 7. What you lose temporally you gain eternally. 
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