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WLC Q152

Q. What does every sin deserve at the 
hands of God? 
A. Every sin, even the least, being against 
the sovereignty, goodness, and holiness 
of God, and against his righteous law, 
deserves his wrath and curse, both in this 
life, and that which is to come; and cannot 
be expiated but by the blood of Christ.



WLC Q152
• Scripture References: 

– James 2:10-11; Ex 20:1-2; Hab 1:13; Lev 10:3,  
Lev 11:44-45 

• Every sin is committed against the sovereignty, goodness 
and holiness of God 

– 1 John 3:4, Rom 7:12 
• Every sin is a violation of God’s righteous law.  

– Eph 5:6, Gal 3:10 
• Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse.  

– Lam 3:39, Deut 28:15-18, Matt 25:41 
• All sin deserves not only temporal but eternal punishment 

– Heb 9:22, 1 Pet 1:18-19 
• No sin can be canceled except by the blood of Christ



WLC Q152
• How evil is sin?  

– Sin is absolutely evil 
• Even the least sin is repudiation of the authority of God  

– Some sins are more heinous than others 
• But even least is total rejection of God’s authority 
• Every sin is absolutely evil, and deserves God’s wrath and 

curse both here and hereafter 

• How can finite being, such as man, commit a 
sin which is absolutely or infinitely evil?  
– Sin is infinitely evil because it is committed against 

God, who is infinitely perfect 
•  Must avoid modern thinking about sin, which regards it in 

relation to its effects on human beings 
• Primary fact about sin is it is an offence against God 



WLC Q152
• What does the character of God’s law show 

about the wages of sin?  
– God’s law is perfect & demands perfect righteousness 

• Does not require mere “goodness”, but moral perfection 
• Any deviation from absolute moral perfection is sin  

• What is meant by God’s “wrath & curse”? 
– God’s wrath is His righteous indignation and displeasure 

against sin and sinners 
• Opposite of love and grace 
• God cannot regard sinners with favor or complacency 

– God's curse is expression of wrath as penalty 
– Wrath is an attitude toward sinners; curse is the attitude 

carried into action against them 
• Every sin deserves God’s indignation and punishment
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• How alone can sin be expiated or canceled?  

– Only by the blood of Christ who suffered and died as 
the divinely-provided Substitute for guilty sinners 

• All deserve God’s eternal wrath and curse 
• That all do not suffer wrath and curse to all eternity, is due 

only to God’s free grace and mercy giving His Son to bear the 
penalty of the broken law as a Substitute 

– All other ways of dealing with sin wrong & useless 
• Person who tries to take away his own sin by moral reform, good 

resolutions, “turning over a new leaf”, good works, acts of charity, 
religious observances, forms and ceremonies, Church membership, 
prayer, ascetic practices, or any other way whatever, is a miserable, 
self-deceived sinner on the road to eternal frustration in hell 

• Only the precious blood of Christ, the Lamb of God, can take 
away the guilt of human sin. There is no other way



WLC Q153

Q. What does God require of us, that we 
may escape his wrath and curse due to us 
by reason of the transgression of the law? 
A. That we may escape the wrath and 
curse of God due to us by reason of the 
transgression of the law, he requires of us 
repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the diligent use 
of the outward means whereby Christ 
communicates to us the benefits of his 
mediation.



WLC Q153
• Scripture References: 

– Acts 20:21; Matt 3:7-8; Luke 13:3,5;  
Acts 16:30-31; John 3:16, 18 

• That we may escape God’s wrath and curse, He 
requires of us true repentance accompanied by faith in 
Jesus Christ as our Savior 

– Proverbs 2:1-5, Proverbs 8:33-36 
• Besides the spiritual attitudes of repentance and faith, 

God requires us to use diligently the outward means 
by which the benefits of Christ’s saving work are 
communicated to us



WLC Q153

• Why did God provide a way we could 
escape His wrath and curse for their sin?  
– Because of God’s great love 

• Led Him to decree plan of salvation for His elect to be 
redeemed and saved from their sin 

• Decreed in eternity before the creation of the world 

• When was way of escape from God’s wrath 
and curse first revealed to human race?  
– Immediately after the Fall 

• God promised that at some future day the seed of the 
woman (Jesus Christ) would crush the head of the 
serpent (Satan and Satan’s kingdom) (Gen. 3:15)



WLC Q153
• How are we to take advantage of escape from 

wrath and curse God has provided?  
– Repentance toward God 
– Faith in Jesus Christ 
– Diligent use of appointed outward means 

• Why is repentance necessary for escape from 
God’s wrath and curse?  
– Escape from God’s wrath and curse means to be 

saved from sin 
• Cannot be saved from sin without recognizing  

– Awful evil of our sin 
– Hating it with our whole soul 
– Earnestly desiring delivery from its guilt and its power 

• Cannot be saved from sin while we still desire it 



WLC Q153
• What is meant by “faith toward our Lord 

Jesus Christ”, and why is it necessary?  
– True, saving faith in Christ 

• Jesus Christ as the object, and not merely the example, of 
our faith; we are to have faith IN Christ 

• Faith in the real Christ, as revealed to us in Scriptures 
• Trust and confidence for salvation & eternal life wholly and 

only in Christ, not ourselves or anything we can do 

• Why is diligent use of the outward means of 
grace necessary?  
– God has chosen these means (the Word, the 

sacraments and prayer) as His instruments 
• Means by which the benefits of Christ’s saving work are 

communicated to us



WLC Q154

Q. What are the outward means whereby 
Christ communicates to us the benefits of 
his mediation? 
A. The outward and ordinary means 
whereby Christ communicates to his 
church the benefits of his mediation, are 
all his ordinances; especially the Word, 
sacraments, and prayer; all which are 
made effectual to the elect for their 
salvation.



WLC Q154
• Scripture References: 

– Matt 28:19-20 
• The preaching of the Gospel, and the sacrament of 

baptism, appointed by Christ as means of salvation 
– Acts 2:42,46-47 

• Word and sacrament of the Lord’s Supper are means of 
grace, used by God for the salvation of His elect 

– Eph 6:17-18 
• Word of God and prayer are appointed means of grace



WLC Q154
• What does “outward and ordinary means” 

used by Christ for elect’s salvation mean?  
– “Outward” distinguishes them from inward work of 

Spirit by which we are born again, sanctified, etc.  
– “Ordinary” because in ordinary cases Holy Spirit 

uses them to bring about salvation 
• Spirit can bring salvation entirely by His inward word, in 

special cases (infants, persons mentally incapable)  

• Are means of grace necessary for salvation?  
– Necessary in ordinary cases 

• Appointed way by which the Holy Spirit does His work 
• Avoid errors of  

– Romanism: salvation absolutely dependent on sacraments 
– Mysticism: sacraments and other outward means as 

unnecessary and without value



WLC Q154
• What does Catechism mean by “the word”?  

– Scripture and the message of truth about God, 
man and salvation which the Bible presents 

• Person can be saved without actually reading the Bible 
itself, provided certain Bible truths of become known 

• All real knowledge of the way of salvation can be traced 
back to the written Word of God 

• What does Catechism mean by “the 
sacraments”?  
– Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

• These only were appointed by Christ, and therefore 
these are the only true sacraments 

• Those added by men are not sacraments



WLC Q154
• What does Catechism mean by “prayer”? 

– Real Christian prayer 
• Addressed to the true God revealed in the Bible 
• In the name of Jesus Christ, who is the only real way of 

approach to the throne of God 
• Any prayer attempting to reach God’s presence without 

faith in the Biblical Christ as Mediator, is not Christian 

• To whom are the means of grace made 
effectual for salvation?  
– To God’s elect 

• He will, sooner or later, bring them out of their sin into a 
state of salvation 

• Ordinarily, this is accomplished by means of the word, 
sacraments and prayer



WLC Q155
Q. How is the Word made effectual to salvation? 
A. The Spirit of God makes the reading, but 
especially the preaching of the Word, an 
effectual means of enlightening, convincing, and 
humbling sinners; of driving them out of 
themselves, and drawing them unto Christ; of 
conforming them to his image, and subduing 
them to his will; of strengthening them against 
temptations and corruptions; of building them 
up in grace, and establishing their hearts in 
holiness and comfort through faith unto 
salvation.



WLC Q155
• Scripture References: 

– Neh 8:8, Acts 26:18, Psalm 19:8 
• Word of God is used by Spirit for enlightening sinners  

– 1 Cor 14:24-25; 2 Chron 34:18-19,26-28 
• Spirit uses Word for convincing and humbling sinners  

– Acts 2:37, 41; Acts 8:27-30,35-38 
• Word used by the Spirit to drive sinners out of 

themselves, and draw them to Christ.  
– 2 Cor 3:18 

• Spirit uses Word to conform elect to image of Christ 
– 2 Cor 10:4-6, Rom 6:17 

• Believers are to be subdued to Christ’s will by the power 
of the Spirit, who works through the Word 



WLC Q155
• Scripture References: 

– Matt 4:4,7,10; Eph 6:16-17; Psa 19:11; 1 Cor 10:11 
• Spirit strengthens God’s people against temptations and 

corruptions with Word  
– Acts 20:32; 2 Tim 3:15-17; 1 Thess 3:2,10-11,13; 

Rom 1:16, 10:13-17, 15:4, 16:25 
• Spirit uses Word as means for spiritual development and 

progress throughout believers’ life



WLC Q155
• What do the first five words of the answer 

to Q. 155 teach us?  
– Word does not have inherent power of its own 

• Requires inward work of Holy Spirit in a person’s heart, 
to accomplish anything toward a person’s salvation 

• Not impossible for Spirit to work alone in special cases 
– Spirit is not helpless without the Word, but the 

Word is useless for salvation without the Spirit 

• Can Bible not accomplish any good apart 
from the special work of the Holy Spirit?  
– By God’s common grace can have the effect of  

• Restraining sin, stirring up consciences, and promoting 
what “civic righteousness”, ordinary virtues in society 

• Not salvific, but makes world more tolerable to live in



WLC Q155
• What two methods of using the Word of God 

does the Holy Spirit make use of to bring about 
the salvation of sinners?  
– The reading of the Word 
– The preaching of the Word 

• Which is especially used by the Spirit?  
– Preaching of the Word is the method especially used by 

the Spirit 
• Spirit uses both methods, sometimes in combination and 

sometimes separately 
• Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8:27-39) 

– Ethiopian had been reading the Scripture, but was still in a confused 
state of mind 

– Philip “preached unto him Jesus”, his confusion was cleared away, 
and the Holy Spirit used the Word for his salvation



WLC Q155

• Why is the Spirit’s special work necessary 
if the Word is to lead to salvation?  
– By nature we are alienated from God and dead in 

trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1) 
• Because of our natural corruption and total spiritual 

deadness or helplessness, the life-giving and life- 
sustaining work of the Holy Spirit must accompany the 
Word if salvation is to result



WLC Q156

Q. Is the Word of God to be read by all? 
A. Although all are not to be permitted to 
read the Word publicly to the 
congregation, yet all sorts of people are 
bound to read it apart by themselves, and 
with their families: to which end, the holy 
Scriptures are to be translated out of the 
original into vulgar languages.



WLC Q156
• Scripture References: 

– Deut 31:9-13; Neh 8:2-3, 9:3-5 
• Publicly reading the Word of God to the congregation 

is a duty of those called as ministers of the Word 
– Deut 17:19, Rev 1:3, John 5:39, Isa 34:16 

• All are bound to read the Word of God privately 
– Deut 6:6-9; Gen 18:17,19; Psalm 78:5-7 

• The duty of reading the Word of God in the family 
– 1 Cor 14:6, 9-12, 15-16, 24, 27-28 

• Scripture is to be translated into the various languages 
in common use by the people of the world



WLC Q156
• Why are not all “permitted to read the word 

publicly to the congregation”?  
– Part of conducting the public worship of God 

• To be done only by those properly called to that office in 
the Church 

• Private Christian may not lawfully take it upon himself to 
conduct public worship 

– Must be appointed to do so by those whose office it is to rule the 
house of God 

• What classes of people are under obligation 
to read the Scriptures privately?  
– All classes of people, everywhere in the world where 

the Scriptures have been circulated 
• Duty not just of Christians or Church members



WLC Q156

• Why do we believe that the Word of God is 
to be read in the family circle?  
– Family is basic unit of human society, and basic 

unit in God’s Covenant of Grace 
• God’s covenant people is perpetuated from generation 

to generation through the Christian family  

• What is meaning of “vulgar languages”?  
– Ordinary living languages in common use by the 

peoples of the world



WLC Q156

• Why must the Bible be translated into 
modern languages?  
– Bible was written in common languages of the 

people/time (Hebrew/Aramaic/Greek) 
• Today these languages are known only to few with 

specialized educations (e.g., seminary) 
– Bible is a message for all mankind, and the 

Gospel in it is to be proclaimed to all nations 
• Great Commission cannot be carried out adequately 

without translating the Bible into the various languages



WLC Q157

Q. How is the Word of God to be read? 
A. The holy Scriptures are to be read with 
an high and reverent esteem of them; with 
a firm persuasion that they are the very 
Word of God, and that he only can enable 
us to understand them; with desire to 
know, believe, and obey the will of God 
revealed in them; with diligence, and 
attention to the matter and scope of them; 
with meditation, application, selfdenial, 
and prayer.



WLC Q157
• Scripture References: 

– Psa 19:10, Neh 8:3-10, Ex 24:7, 2 Chron 34:27, Isa 
66:2 

• Read Scriptures with high and reverent esteem of them 
– 2 Pet 1:19-21 

• Read Scriptures with firm faith they really are God’s Word 
– Luke 24:45, 2 Cor 3:13-16 

• Only God can enable us to really understand the Word  
– Deut 17:10,20 

• Read with desire to know & obey God’s will revealed in it 
– Acts 17:11 

• Word of God is to be read with diligence 
– Acts 8:30,34; Luke 10:26-28 

• We are to pay attention to “the matter and scope’’ of the 
Scriptures, that we may grasp their true meaning



WLC Q157
• Scripture References: 

– Psalm 1:2, 119:97 
• Word of God is to be read with meditation 

– 2 Chron 34:21 
• In reading the Word of God, we are to apply it to our own 

selves, and seek to discern its bearing on our own lives 
and needs  

– Prov 3:5, Deut 33:3 
• Read Word of God with self-denial; willing to give up our 

own opinions, preferences and prejudices, and accept 
and obey the will of God instead of our own ideas 

– Prov 2:1-6; Psalm 119:18; Neh 8:6,8 
• Reading of Word is to be accompanied with prayer



WLC Q157
• What is meant by reading Scriptures “with 

a high and reverent esteem of them”?  
– Should read Bible with different attitude from that 

which we would have toward any other book.  
• The Bible is the only source of saving truth 

– All other religious books, in so far as they present the truth, are 
based on the Bible 

• In reading the Bible, we are to commit ourselves to it 
implicitly, without any reservation whatsoever.  

– May never commit ourselves completely to any other book 
• We are to accept all the teachings of the Bible as true 

– Judge and measure the teachings of all other books, and the 
opinions and judgments of human reason, by the Scriptures 

• Our attitude toward the Bible must always be a wholly 
receptive attitude, never a hesitant or critical attitude



WLC Q157
• Why must God enable us to understand the 

Scriptures aright?  
– Our minds are darkened and clouded by sin, so 

they are not a reliable judge of truth and error 
• Fall not only made men love sin rather than 

righteousness, but also love falsehood rather than truth 
• Deeply prejudiced against God’s truth in favor of sinful error 
• Must seek illumination of Holy Spirit to understand 

• What should be our motive in reading and 
studying the Bible?  
– Practical desire “to know, believe, and obey the 

will of God” which the Bible makes known to us 
• Any study must start with it as a message from God 

concerning the salvation of our soul



WLC Q157
• Why must we pay attention to the “matter and 

scope” of the Scriptures?  
– In studying the Bible, we must make use of all the 

intelligence and resources God has given us 
• Should always note not only what is said, but context 

– Bible says “There is no God.” 
– Context: “The fool hath said in his heart, …” (Psa 53:1) 

• What is meant by “meditation”, and why is it 
necessary in reading the Bible?  
– Thinking carefully and seriously about meaning of 

something 
• Does not mean mere idle wandering thoughts or vague 

daydreaming 
• Careful, purposeful, & directed study and contemplation



WLC Q157

• Why must we study Bible with “application”?  
– Bible is not merely theoretical or abstract message 

• Personal message suited to needs of those who read it 
• Studying Bible out of sheer intellectual interest and 

curiosity, without intention of practical application misses 
real meaning and importance of the Bible 

• Unless we apply its teachings to ourselves personally, 
our Bible study will not only do us no good, but will 
actually add to our guilt at the Judgment Day



WLC Q157

• Why does the Catechism speak of “self- 
denial” in connection with Bible study?  
– Must give up our own prejudices, preferences and 

special ideas 
• Accept teachings of the Word of God as our standard 

for faith and life 
• We are to accept all Bible teachings, not merely those 

which seem to us as desirable or helpful 
• Surrender our own reason as supreme standard of 

truth, and becoming as little children, accepting God’s 
Word on God's authority
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WLC Q158

Q. By whom is the Word of God to be 
preached? 
A. The Word of God is to be preached only 
by such as are sufficiently gifted, and also 
duly approved and called to that office.



WLC Q158
• Scripture References: 

– 1 Tim 3:2,6, Eph 4:8-11, Hos 4:6, Mal 2:7,  
2 Cor 3:6 

• Those who preach the Word of God publicly must be 
possessed of qualifications, set forth in the Bible  

– Jer 14:15; Rom 10:15; Heb 5:4-5;  
1 Cor 12:28-29; 1 Tim 3:10, 4:14, 5:22 

• Word of God is to be preached publicly only by those 
lawfully called to the office of the ministry of the Word 



WLC Q158
• With what kind of preaching of the Word does 

this question especially deal?  
– Public preaching of the Word in a congregation of 

Christ’s Church 
• Official public preaching of the Word in the Church is to be 

done only by those duly set apart for that work 

• Why is official preaching to be done only by 
“such as are sufficiently gifted”?  
– Preaching is a work of very great importance 

• There are spiritual, intellectual and educational 
qualifications if Church is to have an adequate ministry 

• When God calls to ministry he also equips with necessary 
abilities and qualifications that he may execute the work 
adequately 
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• Why do we, with most Protestants, require 

a full college and seminary education for 
the office of the ministry?  
– More important a work is, more important it is that 

those who do that work have adequate training 
• Would never go to surgeon who had obtained his 

training by a shortcut—State rightly requires training 
• How much mere important is preaching of the Gospel? 
• Minister who lacks training will not understand the 

modern world in which he must deliver his message 
• Study of theology, languages, etc provides a lifetime of 

Scriptural, consistent and integrated messages 
– Exceptions will of course exist, but should not be 

allowed to become the rule



WLC Q158

• What is meant by being “duly approved 
and called” to the work of the ministry?  
– There is a divine call to the work of the ministry, 

and there is a call of the Church 
• Ministry is not a profession, but an office 
• Person may not simply decide to become a minister; 

must believe he is called by God to the ministry 
– Call of the Church consists in authenticating 

• Call of God 
• His religious convictions and general ability 
• Academic and theological preparation 
• Call to specific ministry 



WLC Q158
• Why must a man be duly called by God and the 

Church before entering upon the office of the 
ministry?  
– Even Christ did not make himself a high priest, but was 

called of God to that office (Heb 5:4-5) 
– Many “free-lance” and independent preachers and 

missionaries today 
• Many may have been called of God, doing good work  
• But attitude shows a certain contempt and neglect of the 

visible Church as a divine institution 
– Call of God and call of Church are not contrary 

• Every true Church is an instrument of God in training and 
ordaining men to the office of the ministry 

• Disregard of the visible Church is not Scriptural and should 
be discountenanced



WLC Q159
Q. How is the Word of God to be preached by 
those that are called thereunto? 
A. They that are called to labor in the ministry of 
the Word, are to preach sound doctrine, diligently, 
in season and out of season; plainly, not in the 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit, and of power; 
faithfully, making known the whole counsel of 
God; wisely, applying themselves to the 
necessities and capacities of the hearers; 
zealously, with fervent love to God and the souls 
of his people; sincerely, aiming at his glory, and 
their conversion, edification, and salvation.



WLC Q159
• Scripture References: 

– Titus 2:1,8, Acts 18:25. 2 Tim 4:2 
• Duty of preaching sound doctrine diligently and persistently 

– 1 Cor 14:19, 2:4 
• Word preached plainly, with dependence not on human 

cleverness, but on power of Holy Spirit 
– Jer 23:28, 1 Cor 4:1-2, Acts 20:27 

• Word of God to be preached faithfully, honestly and fully 
– Col 1:28, 2 Tim 2:15, 1 Cor 3:2, Heb 5:12-14,  

Luke 12:42 
• Preach accounting capacities and spiritual state of hearers
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• Scripture References: 

– Acts 18:25; 2 Cor 12:15, 2 Cor 5:13-14;  
Phil 1:15-17; Col 4:12 

• Duty of preaching the Word of God zealously, with 
fervent love to God and the souls of His people 

– 2 Cor 2:17, 4:2, 12:19; 1 Thess 2:4-6; John 7:18; 
1 Cor 9:19-22; Eph 4:12; 1 Tim 4:16; Acts 26:16-18 

• Duty of preaching Word of God sincerely, with right motives: 
God’s glory and His people’s true spiritual welfare



WLC Q159

• Why is the preaching of sound doctrine 
important?  
– True doctrine in accord with truth revealed in Bible  
– Real contact with Christ and salvation through Him 

comes only through knowledge of the truth 

• How can ministers make sure of preaching 
sound doctrine?  
– Steadfast loyalty to written Word of God, and an 

unceasing effort to grasp its real meaning 
• Only by continuous and careful Bible study can sound, 

true doctrine be maintained 
– By both ministers and the people of God



WLC Q159
• Why is it necessary that the Word of God be 

preached diligently?  
– What God commands, is to be done diligently 

• Preaching of the Word is commanded by God 
• Appointed means of the salvation of souls and extension of 

His kingdom 

• What is meant by preaching the Word “in 
season and out of season”?  
– Not to be limited to formal occasions such as the 

regular services of the Church 
• Also to be done informally, whenever opportunity offers and 

occasion demands 
• Minister is to be a witness for the truth at all times, not only 

in the regular Church services



WLC Q159
• What is meant by preaching the Word of God 

“plainly”?  
– Making the meaning plain and clear to hearers 

• Minister of Christ must make the truth clear and plain, 
whether men will hear or whether they will forbear 

• His aim must be to please God, not his hearers  

• On what should ministers rely for the 
effectiveness of their messages?  
– “Demonstration of the Spirit, and of power”, not 

“enticing words of man’s wisdom” 
• Depend on the Holy Spirit blessing the message and 

applying it to the hearts of the hearers  
• Not his own ability as an orator, psychological influence of 

his presentation, or his salesmanship



WLC Q159

• Why must ministers preach the Word of 
God faithfully, honestly and fully?  
– It is not their own message, but God’s 

• Minister is an ambassador; no right to tamper with the 
message entrusted to him 

• It must be delivered accurately and in full 

• What is meant by the expression “the 
whole counsel of God”?  
– Entire revealed truth and will of God (Acts 20:27) 

• Ministers are to preach the whole truth of the Bible 
• They have no right to preach a limited, deformed or 

partial message



WLC Q159
• How are ministers to preach “the whole 

counsel of God”?  
– Impossible to preach whole counsel all at once 

• Can proclaim only a small part in any one sermon 
– Ministers must make it their aim to preach, in due time, 

all that God has revealed in His Word 
• Omitting nothing of the system of divinely revealed truth 

• What temptation to not preach whole counsel 
must be faced and resisted?  
– Remain silent about truths commonly regarded as 

“unpopular”, while emphasizing “popular” truths 
• Tempted to say little or nothing about sin, death, eternal 

punishment, homosexuality, etc. 
• Preaching much on the love of God



WLC Q159

• Why must ministers consider “necessities 
and capacities of the hearers” in preaching? 
– Otherwise, preaching will be ineffective & useless 

• Truth of God is always the same, but must be preached 
in different manner to different groups of people 

– Non-Christians on a foreign mission field 
– Congregation of Christian believers in the same country 
– Congregation of Christian believers in America 

• Minister may not deviate from God’s truth, but must try 
to present it so hearers will really “get the point” 



WLC Q159

• What is meant by preaching the Word of 
God “zealously”?  
– Not necessarily an emotional pitch of excitement, 

but rather a deep spiritual attitude 
• “With fervent love to God and the souls of his people” 
• Preach the Gospel earnestly, regarding it as extremely 

important matter, not something trifling or indifferent 

• What is meant by preaching the Word of 
God “sincerely”?  
– Without pretense or hypocrisy 
– Really and honestly meaning what one says



WLC Q159

• What is to be the chief aim in preaching the 
Word of God?  
– The chief aim is to be the glory of God  

• What is to be the subordinate aim in 
preaching the Word of God?  
– Accomplishment of God’s purpose in conversion, 

edification and final salvation of His people 
• So they may enjoy Him forever



WLC Q160

Q. What is required of those that hear the 
Word preached? 
A. It is required of those that hear the 
Word preached, that they attend upon it 
with diligence, preparation, and prayer; 
examine: What they hear by the 
Scriptures; receive the truth with faith, 
love, meekness, and readiness of mind, as 
the Word of God; meditate, and confer of 
it; hide it in their hearts, and bring forth 
the fruit of it in their lives.



WLC Q160
• Scripture References: 

– Prov 8:34, 1 Pet 2:1-2, Luke 8:18, Psalm 119:18, 
Eph 6:18-19 

• Attend upon preached Gospel with diligence, 
preparation and prayer 

– Acts 17:11 
• Preached message to be tested by the Scriptures  

– Heb 4:2, 2 Thess 2:10, James 1:21, Acts 17:11 
• Hearers of the preached Word are to receive the truth 

with faith, love, meekness and readiness of mind 
– 1 Thess. 2:13 

• Truth is to be received, not as mere matter of human 
opinion, but as the Word of God, with divine authority



WLC Q160
• Scripture References: 

– Luke 9:44, Heb 2:1, Luke 24:14, Deut 6:6-7,  
Mal 3:16 

• Hearers of the preached Word are to meditate and 
confer concerning it  

– Prov 2:1, Psalm 119:11 
• Word to be hid in the heart 

– Luke 8:15, James 1:25 
• Word to be fruitful in the life



WLC Q160
• What is our first duty in connection with the 

preached Gospel?  
– Our first duty is to hear it 

• Implies regular attendance upon divine worship 
• Should conscientiously attend ALL regular public 

preaching services of our own Church unless prevented 
by circumstances beyond our control 

• Does regular Church attendance fulfil our 
duty in connection with preached Gospel?  
– Regular Church attendance is only the first step 

• Possible to attend Church services regularly and yet get 
no benefits whatever, by not paying attention to the 
service or taking message seriously



WLC Q160
• What kind of preparation should we make to 

hear the Word preached?  
– Take care of our ordinary business, except for real 

works of necessity, on Saturday 
• Minds free to think about God and His Word on Sabbath 
• Dismiss all worldly business and pleasures from our 

thoughts so that we will be receptive to God’s Word  

• What should we pray for in connection with 
the preaching of the Word?  
– Holy Spirit bestow spiritual gifts upon minister, to 

expound the Scriptures truly and effectively 
• We be given the grace of the Spirit to receive the Word 
• Sinners be converted to Christ and saints built up in their 

Christian faith and experience



WLC Q160

• Is it the duty of Christians to believe and 
accept whatever their minister preaches?  
– Must “examine what they hear by the Scriptures” 

• Test and judge the content of the message by the Word 
of God which is the infallible rule of faith and life 

• Not only to preach truths of God’s Word, but show 
where and how God’s Word teaches those truths 

• Believe the truth, not on their minister’s authority, but on 
the authority of God speaking in His Word



WLC Q160
• Why should we meditate and confer concerning 

the preached Word?  
– Only spending time in serious thinking can we apply 

truth in relation to our lives and problems 
– Conferring with fellow Christians tends to greatly to 

increase the effectiveness of the message 

• Why must we hide God’s Word in our hearts?  
– More than merely memorizing portions of Scripture 
– Retain truth in our mind and keep thinking it over and 

reflecting on its relation to every sphere of life 
• Opposite of “in one ear and out the other”  
• If we really believe and receive truth, it will remain in our 

hearts and we will reap benefits at future times as well as right 
away



WLC Q160

• Why must we bring forth the fruit of the 
Word of God in our lives?  
– Word of God is an intensely practical message 
– “By their fruits ye shall know them” 
– Word of God is a message of salvation, godly 

living and Christian self-denial or being crucified 
with Christ 

• Stranger to these experiences he is not bringing forth 
the fruit of the Word of God in his life 

• His habitual hearing of the preached Gospel will only 
add to his condemnation at the Judgment Day
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Covenant Theology

• We’re almost done with WLC—all but 
Sacraments 

• Throughout, we’ve approached God, 
Scripture, and man with certain implicit 
assumptions 

• However, to really understand the 
Reformed system of Sacraments requires 
getting explicit in some assumptions 

• So…a one week break from WLC to 
discuss…Covenant Theology



Covenant Theology
• What is “Theology”? 

– Literally means “Study of God” 
Theologia a Deo docetur, Deum docet, et ad Deum ducit—
Theology teaches of God, is taught by God, and leads to God. 

--Thomas Aquinas 
– Theology deals with 

• God’s revelation to man Scripture & Cosmology 
• The nature of the Divine, and Theology Proper 
• The spiritual path to the Divine Soteriology, etc… 

– Study of infinite God by finite creatures is difficult  
• Where do we even start? (Obvious answer=Scripture) 
• But what do we do with Scripture? 
• …What is Scripture in the first place? 
• …How do we treat it?



Covenant Theology
• Biblical Theology 

– Emphasizes progressive nature of Biblical revelation within 
Scripture 

– Bottom-up look 

• Systematic Theology 
– Treats all of Revelation in a bigger picture 
– Top-down look 

• What we need is a system or framework to do 
theology in—provide guiderails 

• Like creeds & doctrine, we all have an implicit 
framework 
– Frequently unconscious 
– Often based on experience and assumptions



Covenant Theology
• Complete framework answers 3 questions 

– Who/what is God? 
– Who/what is man? 
– How do God and man interact? 

• Some frameworks only answer some 
– God is sovereign, that’s it… (YRR, Driscoll) 
– God is love (Evangelicalism) 
– People are good deep down (Liberals/Humanists) 
– Good God would never send anyone to Hell (Liberals) 

• Covenant Theology is a complete system 
which answers all 3 questions 
– Other complete systems such as Dispensationalism



Covenant Theology
• Basics of Covenant Theology 

– God's dealings with mankind under framework of 3 covenants of 
redemption, works, and grace 

– Promises to Israel fulfilled in Christ; Church in organic continuity 
with Israel, not separate replacement 

• Covenant Theology explains and deepens our 
understanding of: 
– The atonement 
– Assurance of faith 
– The sacraments 
– The continuity of redemptive history 
– The Christian life 

• Covenant Theology is a hermeneutic that attempts to 
explain the unity of God’s revelation 

• Covenant Theology is a blending of both biblical and 
systematic theology



Covenant Theology
• What is a covenant? 

– Formal, contractual agreement between two or more 
parties arising out of or solving conflict 

– Most common biblical term for making a covenant is 
“to cut a covenant” (e.g., Gen 15:18) 

• Less frequent terms are “to give a covenant” (Gen 9:12; 
17:2) or “to establish a covenant” (Gen 6:18; 9:9, 11) 

– Key Text: Abrahamic covenant Gen 15:9-10,17-18 
provides a good example of what it means to “cut a 
covenant” 

• God instructed Abraham to kill animals and cut them in two, 
laying their halves opposite one another. God put Abraham 
to sleep and God passed between the halved carcasses in 
the form of a flaming torch or smoking oven, binding Himself 
to keep the covenant.



Covenant Theology
• What is a bilateral covenant? 

– Between God and man  
• Stipulations placed on man in the form of blessings for 

obedience and cursings for disobedience 
– Examples of Bilateral Covenants 

• Mosaic or Sinaitic Covenant 
– Made with the people of Israel when they became a nation after 

leaving Egypt 
– Ten Commandments were given for Israel to obey (Ex 19-24) 

• Deuteronomic or Palestinian Covenant 
– Covenant of blessings for obedience and cursings for 

disobedience  
– Based on a more detailed application of the Ten 

Commandments (Deut 27-30) 

• How did man do with bilateral covenants?



Covenant Theology
• What is a unilateral covenant? 

– Gracious covenant made by God with man without any 
stipulations placed on man 

• God alone is responsible to uphold the covenant, ensuring the 
covenant will be fulfilled 

• Noahic Covenant 
– God’s promise to Noah that He would not destroy the world again with 

a flood 
– Rainbow given as a sign (Gen 9:9-17) 

• Priestly, Levitical, or Zadokite Covenant 
– Perpetual priesthood would remain with the tribe of Levi (Numb. 

25:10-13; Mal. 2:4) 
• Davidic Covenant 

– David’s Son, the Messiah, to rule on David’s throne, over the house of 
Israel forever (2Sam. 7:12-16; 2Chron. 17:11-14) 

• The New Covenant 
– Holy Spirit given, God’s law in believer’s hearts, walk in God’s truth, receive 

forgiveness of sins (Jer 31:27-40; Ezek 36:24-28)



Covenant Theology
• Abrahamic Covenant is key covenant from 

which all other covenants to Israel flow 
– All other covenants emphasize aspects of the 

Abrahamic Covenant 
– Blessings in the Abrahamic Covenant: 

• Blessing to Abraham personally, his descendants, and 
nation of Israel that would come from Abraham’s line 

• Blessing from Abraham’s Seed, the Messiah, through 
Whom all the nations of the earth would be blessed 

• Blessing that Abraham’s descendants would receive 
promised land of Canaan as everlasting possession 

• Blessing of a spiritual prosperity to those who are of the 
faith of Abraham 

• Blessing in an ultimate future Messianic Kingdom 
• Gen 12:1-3; 15:12-21; 17:1-8; 22:14-19



Covenant Theology

• What is a Biblical covenant? 
– Explicitly stated as a covenant in the Bible 
– Clear biblical statements are found in Scripture 

texts that use the word “covenant” to describe a 
biblical covenant 

– NT writers understood and referenced biblical 
covenants because they found them in Scriptures 

– Biblical covenants are not devised by theologians,  
but are found in God’s inspired Word 

– Covenants on last 4 slides are all Biblical 
covenants



Covenant Theology
• What is a theological covenant? 

– Not specifically stated as covenant in the Bible, but 
implied or derived from various texts by theological 
inference or logical deduction 

• Three Key Theological Covenants:  
• Covenant of Redemption  

– Father’s agreement with Son, in eternity past, that the Son would 
become a man and die on the cross for our sins, to redeem us 

• Covenant of Works or “Edenic Covenant”  
– “Do not eat the forbidden fruit or die” (Gen. 2:16-17) 
– Adam, the representative head of humanity, broke the “covenant of 

works” and he, his offspring, and creation were cursed 
• Covenant of Grace  

– God’s promise with humanity, after the fall, to save His elect by grace 
apart from works



Covenant Theology

• Covenant of redemption 
– Eternal agreement within the Godhead 

• Father appointed the Son to become incarnate, suffer, 
and die as a federal head of mankind to make 
an atonement for their sin 

• In return, the Father promised to raise Christ from the 
dead, glorify him, and give him a people 

– Not mentioned in the Westminster Standards 
• But idea of a contractual relationship between the 

Father and Son is present 
– Psalms 2 and 110, Isaiah 53, Philippians 2:5-11, 

and Revelation 5:9–10



Covenant Theology

• Covenant of works 
– Made in  Garden of Eden between God and Adam 

who represented all mankind as a federal head 
(Romans 5:12–21) 

• God offered Adam a perfect and perpetual life if he did 
not violate God's single commandment 

• Warned death would follow if he disobeyed  
• Adam broke the covenant, thus standing condemned as 

representative for all mankind 
– Not referred to as a covenant in Genesis 

• But, clearly meets definition



Covenant Theology
• Covenant of grace 

– Made by God between Father & Son after the Fall 
– Promises eternal life for all who have faith in Christ 

• God also promises the Holy Spirit to the elect to give 
them willingness and ability to believe 

– Christ is substitutionary covenantal representative 
fulfilling the covenant of works on their behalf 

• Positive requirements of righteousness and negative 
penal consequences (active and passive obedience) 

– Historical expression of the eternal covenant of 
redemption 

• Genesis 3:15, with promise of a "seed" of the woman 
who would crush the serpent's head, is historical 
inauguration for the covenant of grace



Covenant Theology

• Covenant of grace 
– Runs through the Old and New Testaments 

• Same in substance under both the law and gospel 
• Though there is some difference in the administration 

– Under the law (OT) 
• Sacrifices, prophesies, and other types and ordinances 

of the Jews signified Christ 
• Men were justified by their faith in him just as they would 

be under the gospel 
– Under grace (NT) 

• Types were done away with at the coming of Christ 
• Replaced with the much simpler sacraments of baptism 

and the Lord's Supper



Covenant Theology

• Covenant of grace 
– Basis for all future covenants God made with man 

• Noah (Genesis 6, 9),  Abraham (Genesis 12, 15, 17), 
Moses (Exodus 19-24),  David (2 Samuel 7)… 

• Finally in New Covenant founded and fulfilled in Christ 
– Covenant Theology sees submission to God's rule & 

living in accordance with His moral law (concisely in 10 
Commandments) as response to grace 

• Never something which can earn God's acceptance 
(legalism) 

• Even in his giving of the Ten Commandments, God 
introduces his law by reminding the Israelites He is the 
one who brought them out of slavery in Egypt (grace)



Covenant Theology
• Covenants often have a sign which symbolizes 

the covenant 
– Noah—rainbow 
– Abraham—circumcision 
– Mosaic—Passover & tablets 
– Priestly—God’s Glory in tabernacle/temple 

• Covenant of Grace 
– Sacraments—Baptism and Lord’s Supper 
– Signs which symbolize the gospel and teach us 

authoritatively what the gospel is 
Represent Christ and his benefits, and confirm our interest in him --WCF27.1 

– Seals confirm and guarantee covenant promises 
Put a visible difference between those that belong unto the Church and the rest of 
the world --WCF27.1 

– Given by God to remind us of His covenant with us



Covenant Theology

• Arguments against Covenant Theology 
– It’s a modern invention 

• Early Church Fathers used Covenant theology 
– Stressed moral obligations on Christians 
– Showed Gentiles are included in God’s promises to Abraham 
– Denied Israel in the flesh is the only proper recipient of the 

Abrahamic promises 
– Showed the continuity of God’s plan of redemption 

– Supersessionist or replacement theology 
• Church replaces Jews who were rejected by God 

– Seen as anti-Semitic 
• Rightly understood, Covenant Theology sees continuity 

of Israel and the Church, not replacement 
– OT Jews were saved by faith in Christ; just as we are 
– Faith in promise of Christ to come vs faith in Christ who has come 
– OT Israel was Christ’s Church



Covenant Theology
• Alternatives to Covenant Theology 

– Supersessionism 
• New Covenant replaces Mosaic Covenant  
• Church inherits promises made to Israelites 

– Dual-Covenant 
• Jews may keep Law of Moses; everlasting covenant 
• Gentiles must convert to Christianity 

– Dispensationalism 
• Series of “dispensations” in which God relates in 

different ways under different covenants 
– Discontinuities 

• Israel distinct from Church; God has yet to fulfill all 
promises to national Israel 

• Very popular among American Evangelicals 
• Can be very complicated (see next slide)



Dispensational Theology



Covenant Theology
• Covenant Theology is central not peripheral to the 

biblical story 
– Jesus and the disciples in the upper room 

• Use of covenantal language in explaining his death John 14-17 
• Exodus 24:8 

– God’s word of promise to Abram in Genesis 15 
• Covenant ritual ceremony with Abram 
• Covenantal sign given for assurance 

– Covenantal signs: 
• Rainbow given to Noah 
• Circumcision given to Abram 
• Sacraments given to Believers 

– Luke’s explanation to first-century believers 
• Luke 1:72-73 
• Jesus’s work was fulfillment of Covenant with Abraham 

– Psalm 78 and 89 
– Hebrews 6-10



Covenant Theology
“The gospel of God is not properly understood until it is viewed 
within a covenantal framework.”  --J.I. Packer 

“Covenant Theology is the bible’s way of explaining: the atonement, the 
Christians’ assurance of salvation, sacraments, redemptive history, and 
the dynamic of God’s sovereignty and our human responsibility in living 
out the Christian life.”  --Ligon Duncan 

“The gospel set in the context of God’s eternal plan of 
communion with his people; and its historical outworking in the 
covenant of works and grace.” --Ligon Duncan 

“In studying divine covenants in general, one is treading through 
understanding God's Redemptive Plan throughout history. This is a 
matter of Eternal Salvation. It answers the question: How may a sinful 
man approach God (Exodus 3:5)?” --Herman Witsius



Covenant Theology



Covenant Theology
• Our God is a Covenant God  

– God's relationship with creation not out of necessity 
• God chooses to establish the connection as a covenant 
• Relationship terms set by God alone according to His will 

– God’s people are a covenantal community 
• Does not save His people for their own individual ends 
• Calls Church to relationship & communion with each other 
• Union with Christ is source of communion with fellow believers 

– Church administers Covenant through means of grace 
• Gospel goes forth by preaching of the Word (Rom 10:14) 
• Preaching of the Word establishes & comforts (Rom 16:25) 
• Sacraments visibly set apart His covenant community 
• Prayer in Christ’s name, by the Spirit connects us to God 

• Our covenantal promise of salvation (Heb 8:10)
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WLC Q161

Q. How do the sacraments become 
effectual means of salvation? 
A. The sacraments become effectual 
means of salvation, not by any power in 
themselves, or any virtue derived from the 
piety or intention of him by whom they are 
administered, but only by the working of 
the Holy Ghost, and the blessing of Christ, 
by whom they are instituted.



WLC Q161
• Scripture References: 

– 1 Peter 3:21; Acts 8:13 compared with Acts 8:23;  
1 Corinthians 3:6-7; 1 Corinthians 12:13 

• Efficacy of the sacraments depends entirely on the 
working of the Holy Spirit and the blessing of Christ 

• Not on any inherent power nor on any power derived 
from the minister who administers them



WLC Q161

• What does Roman Catholic Church teach 
concerning efficacy of the sacraments?  
– Grace is contained in the sacraments themselves 

• Conferred on every recipient who does not resist it 
– Opus operatum (“work wrought” or “operation performed”) 

• May be ignorant of truth about God and way of salvation 
• May even be unconscious by sickness or accident 
• Faith is not necessary; the sacrament works of itself  

– Efficacy depends on secret intention of minister at 
moment of administering the sacrament 

• Priest must, intend in his mind the intention of doing 
what the Church intends to do in that sacrament 

• Otherwise, recipient does not really receive any grace at 
all, and the sacrament is null and void



WLC Q161
• Do sacraments have power in themselves?  

– No. Sacraments do not become effectual means of 
salvation by any power in themselves 

• Acts 8:13,23 
– Simon the Sorcerer “was baptized” 
– Soon afterwards Peter said “you are in the … bond of iniquity” 

• Sacraments of themselves conferring grace is contrary to 
Bible’s emphasis on faith as necessary for salvation 

• Is this false view limited to Catholics?  
– Many have unscriptural view of sacraments 

• To be baptized, or to “take communion”, will of itself confer 
some spiritual benefit on them 

• Participation in sacraments gets ungodly person into heaven 
when he dies 

• “Taking communion” makes up for sins and gives standing 
with God



WLC Q161
• Do sacraments’ efficacy depend on the piety or 

moral character of the minister?  
– No. Rome agrees with orthodox Protestantism 

• Ministers should be a truly pious man and of moral character 
beyond reproach 

• But spiritual state of the minister does not alter the efficacy of 
the sacraments 

• Does minister’s intention matter?  
– No, as long as administered substantially in 

accordance with Christ’s institution 
• If unconverted minister simply goes through motions… 
• Does not make his congregants unbaptized 
• communicants who partake with true repentance and faith 

receive real benefit and blessing of Lord’s Supper 
• In spite of the minister’s wrong intentions or motives 



WLC Q161
• On what does the efficacy of the sacraments 

really depend?  
– Entirely upon working of the Holy Spirit, and the 

blessing of Christ who instituted the sacraments 

• Is it possible to underrate the importance of 
the sacraments?  
– Yes. Must avoid error of inherent power and opposite 

extreme they are not real means of grace 
• Many look on baptism as simply a rite or ceremony of 

dedication of a child or adult person to God 
• Lord’s Supper as merely a memorial service to symbolize 

truths of redemption and to remember Christ 
• Both sacraments are real means of grace, though they have 

no inherent power



WLC Q162

Q. What is a sacrament? 
A. A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted 
by Christ in his church, to signify, seal, and 
exhibit unto those that are within the 
covenant of grace, the benefits of his 
mediation; to strengthen and increase their 
faith, and all other graces; to oblige them to 
obedience; to testify and cherish their love 
and communion one with another; and to 
distinguish them from those that are 
without.



WLC Q162
• Scripture References: 

– Genesis 17:7,10, Exodus 12, Matthew 28:19, 
Matthew 26:26-28 

• Sacraments are holy ordinances instituted by Christ in 
His Church for the visible body of the covenant people of 
God 

– Romans 4:11, 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 
• Sacraments are intended to signify, seal and exhibit the 

benefits of Christ’s work of redemption 
– Romans 15:8, Exodus 12:48 

• Sacraments are not intended for the world but for those 
within the sphere of the Covenant of Grace 

– Acts 2:38, 1 Corinthians 10:16 
• Benefits of Christ’s mediation constitute the meaning of 

the sacraments



WLC Q162
• Scripture References: 

– Romans 4:11, Galatians 3:27 
• Sacraments are intended to increase believers’ faith, 

and all other graces 
– Romans 6:3-4, 1 Corinthians 10:21 

• Participation in the sacraments involves a pledge or 
covenant of obedience to Christ 

– Ephesians 4:2-5, 1 Corinthians 12:13 
• Sacraments are a bond of unity among Christians 

– Ephesians 2:11-12, Genesis 34:14 
• Participation in sacraments is a badge of separation 

from the world, on the part of Christian people



WLC Q162
• How does Catechism define a sacrament?  

– A sacrament is a holy ordinance 
• Some holy ordinances are sacraments; others are not 
• But every sacrament is a holy ordinance 

– Instituted directly by Christ during His life on earth 
• Marriage, while a holy ordinance, is not a sacrament, for it 

was not instituted by Christ during His earthly life 
• Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were so instituted, 

therefore they are sacraments 
– Involves the use of “sensible signs” 

• Material elements such as water, bread, wine, and certain 
actions by which these elements are used 

– For the purpose of portraying, sealing and applying 
Christ and His redemption 

– A sacrament is for believers (not for the world) 



WLC Q162
• For what body of people did Christ institute 

the sacraments?  
– For His Church, those in the Covenant of Grace 

• Since they involve use of external elements and actions, 
they have been entrusted to the visible Church  

• Should always remember they are Church ordinances 
• Intended only for those who are members of the Church 
• Except in extraordinary circumstances should never be 

administered outside a congregation of Christ’s Church 
• Administration to those outside the sphere of the Covenant 

of Grace is wrong 
• Sacraments pertain to visible Church as an institution 

– Not to be individualized by private observance, nor divested of 
their ecclesiastical character by administration in voluntary 
associations or groups of Christian people 

– They are for the Church only



WLC Q162

• What is meant by the word “signify”?  
– To be a sign of something; to portray or represent 

something 
• Sacraments signify the benefits of Christ’s mediation 

unto those that are within the Covenant of Grace 
• In Lord’s Supper the bread signifies the body of Christ 

and the wine signifies His blood 
• Lord’s Supper as a whole signifies the believer’s 

participation in the benefits of Christ’s redemption 
• Spiritual realities are represented by material elements 

and external actions 



WLC Q162

• What is meant by the word “seal”?  
– To “pledge”, “guarantee” or “legally to certify” 

• Sacraments instituted by Christ to seal benefits of His 
mediation to those within the Covenant of Grace 

– Guarantee, or legally to certify, these benefits to those persons 
• Does not mean baptism and Lord’s Supper, as mere outward 

ordinances, guarantee anything to their recipients 
• When rightly used, with true faith in Christ, they 

function as “seals” or divinely-given certificates of the 
benefits of Christ’s redemption 

• Person who with true faith makes right use of sacraments, 
should regard them as seals of the Covenant of Grace 

– Sacraments are God’s guarantee of the fulfilment 
of all the Covenant promises



WLC Q162

• What is meant by the word “exhibit”?  
– Does not here mean “to show forth” or “to display” 
– Old English means to “administer” or “apply” 

• As with “seal”, “applying” exists only when there is a 
right use of sacraments, with true faith 

• Apart from real faith in Christ, the sacraments do not 
apply any spiritual benefits to those who receive them  

• To whom are sacraments intended “to signify, 
seal, and exhibit” Christ’s benefits?  
– “Unto those that are within the Covenant of Grace” 
– Believers in Jesus Christ and to their children



WLC Q162
• What are the benefits of Christ’s mediation?  

– All Christ has done, is doing, & will do for His people 
• His work as our Redeemer in His three offices of Prophet, 

Priest and King 
• Entire plan of salvation from God’s decree to redeem His 

elect, to their final glorification 

• What practical purposes do the sacraments 
serve in the life of believers?  
– Serve “to strengthen and increase their faith, and all 

other graces”, and “to oblige them to obedience” 
• When rightly used, serve to strengthen and build up believers 

in all phases of their Christian life 
– Making them better and more consistent Christians 

• Serve as pledges on the believer’s part of obedience to the 
requirements of God’s Covenant of Grace



WLC Q162
• What function do the sacraments perform 

in human society as a whole?  
– Serve “to distinguish” the people of God “from 

those that are without” 
• Evidence of membership in the covenant people of God 
• Baptism is the mark of Church membership as such 

– Baptized person is rightly regarded as a member of Christ’s 
Church unless and until he has repudiated his baptism 

– Obscured by many Churches which baptize any infants 
whatever, regardless of whether the parents are Christians 

• Lord’s Supper is the mark voluntary, personal, on-going 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ and obedience to Him 

– Obscured by “open communion” practices where anyone may 
partake, without requirements 

– “Open communion” breaks down distinction between Church 
and the world which the Lord’s Supper is intended to maintain



WLC Q163

Q. What are the parts of a sacrament? 
A. The parts of a sacrament are two; the 
one an outward and sensible sign, used 
according to Christ's own appointment; 
the other an inward and spiritual grace 
thereby signified.



WLC Q163
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 3:11, 1 Peter 3:21, Romans 2:28-29 
• Sacraments are not mere external sign's or 

ceremonies. but involve also inward spiritual realities



WLC Q163

• What is meant by “an outward and sensible 
sign”?  
– “Outward” means sign that exists in material world 

• Sacramental elements (water, bread, wine), and their 
accompanying actions, are “outward” in this sense 

– “Sensible” means a sign that can be perceived by 
the senses, such as sight, taste, touch 

• Sacramental elements can be seen, touched, tasted 
• Sacramental actions can be perceived by sight



WLC Q163
• In outward part, what is necessary besides actual 

material elements (water, bread, wine)?  
– “Used according to Christ’s own appointment” 

• In manner appointed by Christ, with proper actions, and with 
words truly in harmony with the institution of Christ 

– In baptism water must be applied to the person baptized AND  
in the name of the Triune God. the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

• What does “inward and spiritual grace” mean? 
– Counterpart of the external “sign” 

• Grace is what sign stands for; real thing, reason sign exists 
• “Inward” because it does not exist in physical or material 

world, but in realm of “heart”, spirit, personality, or soul 
• “Spiritual” because does not affect the bodily senses 

– Perceived not by senses but by the spiritual discernment (1 Cor 
2:9-16)



WLC Q163
• What is connection between “outward and 

sensible sign” & “inward and spiritual grace”?  
There is in every sacrament a spiritual relation or sacramental 
union, between the sign and the thing signified; whence it 
comes to pass that the names and effects of the one are 
attributed to the other (WCF 27.2) 

• Rome teaches in Lord’s Supper, sign is literally identical 
with the thing signified 

• We believe bread and wine only symbolize and represent 
body and blood of Christ 

• Also instrumental connection between sign and grace 
– By Christ’s appointment, when outward sign is rightly used, with 

true faith, spiritual grace it stands for is actually given 
– Grace is conveyed not by sacrament itself, but by the Holy Spirit 
– Inasmuch as sacrament is a divinely appointed means of grace, 

Holy Spirit honors it by bestowing grace where it is used aright



WLC Q164

Q. How many sacraments has Christ 
instituted in his church under the New 
Testament? 
A. Under the New Testament Christ has 
instituted in his church only two 
sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper.



WLC Q164
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 28:19, 1 Corinthians 11:20,23,  
Matthew 26:26-28 

• Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the only appointed 
New Testament sacraments



WLC Q164
• How many sacraments are there under the 

New Testament?  
– Only two, namely, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

• These alone meet requirements of Scriptural definition 
• Question directed against Catholic seven sacraments 

– Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Extreme 
Unction, Holy Orders and Matrimony 

– Some are essentially divine ordinances but not sacraments 
– Others are not even divine ordinances, but rooted in tradition 

• Others have different numbers as well 
– Lutherans have 3—Baptism, Lord’s Supper, Confession 
– Many Anabaptists have 3—Baptism, Lord’s Supper, foot washing 
– Many Baptists say they have no sacraments—only ordinances 
– Quakers & Salvation Army have no sacraments 
– Orthodox—everything Church does is sacramental 

• Only Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are sacraments in 
Scriptural and theologically correct sense of the term
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WLC Q165
Q. What is Baptism? 
A. Baptism is a sacrament of the New 
Testament, wherein Christ has ordained the 
washing with water in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, to be a 
sign and seal of ingrafting into himself, of 
remission of sins by his blood, and regeneration 
by his Spirit; of adoption, and resurrection unto 
everlasting life; and whereby the parties 
baptized are solemnly admitted into the visible 
church, and enter into an open and professed 
engagement to be wholly and only the Lord's.



WLC Q165
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 28:19 
• Sacrament of baptism instituted by Christ 

– Galatians 3:27 
• Baptism is a sign and seal of union with Christ 

– Mark 1:4, Revelation 1:5 
• Baptism represents remission of sins by Christ’s blood 

– Titus 3:5, Ephesians 5:26 
• Baptism represents regeneration or the new birth 

– Galatians 3:26-27 
• Baptism represents adoption into the family of God 

– 1 Corinthians 15:29, Romans 6:3-5 
• Baptism stands for the resurrection unto everlasting life 

– 1 Corinthians 12:13 
• Baptism is rite of formal initiation into visible Church



WLC Q165

• What action constitutes baptism?  
– Baptism is constituted by 

• A washing of the person with water 
• In the name of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit 
• By a minister of Christ 

• What is the proper mode of baptism?  
– Mode of baptism is a matter of indifference 

• Quantity of water used and manner in which applied are 
not matters appointed in the Scripture 

• 3 modes: effusion (pouring,) sprinkling & immersion 
– Any one of these constitutes a valid administration of baptism



WLC Q165

• Does Greek word translated “baptize” in 
NT literally mean “to immerse”?  
– Certainly not 
– NT verb “baptizo” literally means “to wash” 

• Mark 7:4 and Luke 11:38 
– “Immersion” would mean bathing before eating 

– Greek noun “baptismos” literally means “washing” 
• Evident from Mark 7:4,8 and Hebrews 9:10 

– Unlikely they cleansed tables and couches by immersion 

and when they [Pharisees] come from the marketplace, they do not eat 
unless they wash [baptizo]. And there are many other traditions that they 
observe, such as the washing [baptismos] of cups and pots and copper 
vessels and dining couches. Mark 7:4



WLC Q165

• What is the essential meaning of baptism?  
– Essentially baptism signifies union with Christ 

• Consequently it signifies, in a general way, all the 
benefits which Christ brings to His people 

– Certain of Christ’s benefits which are represented 
by baptism in a more particular and direct way 

• Especially the washing away of our sins and the new 
birth by the power of the Holy Spirit



WLC Q165

• What does “ingrafting into Christ” mean?  
– Being brought into vital union with Christ 

• Member of spiritual body of which Christ is the Head 
• Branch of the true vine, a partaker of the spiritual life 

and power of Christ 
• As a twig is grafted into a tree 

– Exists in vital union with the tree, receiving its nourishment and 
strength from the tree 

– So believer is grafted into Christ, and lives in union with Him, 
receiving spiritual nourishment and strength from Christ



WLC Q165
• What is the connection between baptism 

and the forgiveness of sins?  
– Sign and seal to the believer of the remission of his 

sins by the blood of Christ 
• Just as ordinary water is used to cleanse away dirt 
• Blood of Christ cleanses away the sins of His people 
• Christ’s “blood” means His death, when blood was shed 
• Christ’s Blood cleansing our sins means God forgives them, & 

sanctifies our hearts on basis of Christ’s atonement 
• These transactions take place in the spiritual realm; 

baptism is the outward sign and seal of them 
• May be forgiveness of sins without baptism 
• May be (outward) baptism without forgiveness of sins 
• Where baptism is rightly used it seals, and thus involves, 

the forgiveness of sins



WLC Q165
• What is relation of baptism and new birth?  

– Baptism is a sign; new birth is thing symbolized 

• What is baptismal regeneration? 
– Baptism itself confers regeneration or new birth 

• Virtually identical; whoever is baptized is regenerated 
• Confusion of the sign with the thing signified 
• If baptism is a sign and seal of regeneration, then it 

cannot be identified with regeneration 
• Titus 3:5 does not speak of “regeneration of washing”, but 

“washing of regeneration”, a very different thing 
• We are not regenerated by washing (baptism), but washed 

(spiritually cleansed) by regeneration (new birth) 
– Held by Roman Catholics and some Protestants 

• Great majority of Protestants reject this teaching as error



WLC Q165
• How is baptism a sign and seal of adoption 

into God’s family?  
– To be baptized, in true sense and use of baptism, 

involves union with Christ and faith in Christ 
• By faith in Christ believer is adopted into God’s family 
• Baptism is sign and seal of adoption (Galatians 3:26-27) 

• How is baptism a sign and seal of the 
resurrection unto everlasting life?  
– 1 Cor 15:29: if there is no bodily resurrection, baptism 

would be meaningless 
• Baptism implies “resurrection unto everlasting life”  

– Rom 6:3-5 specifically links baptism & resurrection 
• Believer who is united to Christ in baptism shall also be 

united with Christ in His resurrection



WLC Q165
• What is the connection between baptism and Church 

membership?  
– By baptism “solemnly admitted into the visible Church” 

• Badge, sign or emblem of membership in visible Church 

• Are people baptized because they are Church 
members, or are they Church members because they 
are baptized?  
– Sacraments for those already Church members 

• “Solemnly” here is in the sense of “formally” or “publicly” 
• Already members of the visible Church in God’s sight 

– By reason of covenant standing (children) or by profession of faith in 
Christ and obedience to Him (adults) 

– Formally and publicly recognized as members 
– Persons baptized are publicly recognized, not only as members of the 

visible Church in general, but also as members of a particular branch 
and congregation of the visible Church



WLC Q165

• What engagement or promise on the 
human side is involved in baptism?  
– “An open and professed engagement to be wholly 

and only the Lord’s” 
• For adults this is entered into by them personally 
• For infants, it is entered into by the parents on behalf of 

the children, as their proper representatives 
– Obligations on our part, as well as grace on God’s 

part, is often insufficiently emphasized 
• Should always remember that baptism involves solemn 

vows on our part, as well as blessings on God’s part



WLC Q165
• What is significance of the Church’s vows in 

baptism?  
Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting 
the parents in the Christian nurture of this child?  

– Parents do have primary responsibility (1st 3 vows) 
• Acknowledge child’s need of salvation 
• Claiming covenant promises on child’s behalf 
• Promise to bring the child up in the nurture and admonition 

of the Lord 
– Church is a community—we are together God’s people 

• We each have responsibilities one to another 
• Particular responsibility to assist one another in our duties 

to the Lord 
• Responsibility includes the nurture of our youngest 

brothers and sisters in Christ



WLC Q166

Q. Unto whom is Baptism to be administered? 
A. Baptism is not to be administered to any 
that are out of the visible church, and so 
strangers from the covenant of promise, till 
they profess their faith in Christ, and 
obedience to him, but infants descending 
from parents, either both, or but one of them, 
professing faith in Christ, and obedience to 
him, are in that respect within the covenant, 
and to be baptized.



WLC Q166
• Scripture References: 

– Acts 2:38, Acts 8:36-37 
• For adult baptism, profession of faith in Christ is required 

– Genesis 17:7,9 compared with Galatians 3:9,14; 
Colossians 2:11-12, Acts 2:38-39, Romans 4:11-12 

• God’s covenant with Abraham includes all believers in Christ, 
together with their children 

– 1 Corinthians 7:14 
• One Christian parent sufficient to give children covenant status, 

even though the other parent is an unbeliever 
– Matthew 28:19 

• All nations to be baptized 
– Luke 18:15-16 

• Infants brought to Jesus, with His approval, for blessing 
– Romans 11:16 

• Covenant standing from parent to child, “root” to “branches”



WLC Q166

• Who can rightly be baptized?  
– Only members of the visible Church can rightly 

receive the sacrament of baptism 

• Into what two classes are members of the 
visible Church divided?  
– Visible Church is composed of two classes of 

people 
• Those who have made a personal profession of faith in 

Christ and obedience to Him 
• Their children who have not yet made a personal 

profession of faith



WLC Q166

• How do those over age of responsibility 
become members of visible Church?  
– Persons outside of Church join through public 

profession of faith in Christ and obedience to Him 
• Upon making such a profession, they are  

– Admitted to membership 
– Thereupon baptized, and 
– Added to the roll of the particular congregation in which the 

sacrament is administered 
• Baptism is both token of formal admission to Church 

membership, and a privilege belonging to them as 
members



WLC Q166

• What is meant by age of responsibility?  
– Multiple possible meanings 
– Some Churches use to mean age at which child 

knowingly sins 
• Not responsible or accountable below this age 
• Rejection of total depravity & original sin 
• Held by Catholics & most liberal Protestants 

– We mean age at which responsible for making a 
profession of faith 

• Age at which become communing members of the  
local, visible church 

• Age varies from child to child 
• Requires discernment and examination by parents and 

session



Lesson 50: Baptism

The Westminster Larger 
Catechism

1658	edition	of	the	Westminster	
Standards

Presbyterian	Catechising	
John	Phillip	1847



Lesson 51: Baptism

The Westminster Larger 
Catechism

1658	edition	of	the	Westminster	
Standards

Presbyterian	Catechising	
John	Phillip	1847



WLC Q166
• Some good references on Baptism 

– 1987 PCA Study Committee on “Validity of Certain 
Baptisms” 

• http://www.pcahistory.org/pca/studies/2-078.html 
– Heidelblog, R. Scott Clark, “A Curriculum For 

Those Wrestling Through Covenant Theology And 
Infant Baptism” 

• https://heidelblog.net/2016/01/a-curriculum-for-those-
wrestling-through-covenant-theology-and-infant-baptism/ 

– “Considering Baptism: Answers to Common 
Questions” 

• https://cavman.wordpress.com/2019/12/07/considering-
baptism-answers-to-common-questions/

http://www.pcahistory.org/pca/studies/2-078.html
https://heidelblog.net/2016/01/a-curriculum-for-those-wrestling-through-covenant-theology-and-infant-baptism/
https://heidelblog.net/2016/01/a-curriculum-for-those-wrestling-through-covenant-theology-and-infant-baptism/
https://cavman.wordpress.com/2019/12/07/considering-baptism-answers-to-common-questions/
https://cavman.wordpress.com/2019/12/07/considering-baptism-answers-to-common-questions/


WLC Q166
• How do the infants of Christian parents 

become members of the Church?  
– Infants of one or both Christian parents are born into 

the Church, and thus are members from birth 
• Infants of Christian parents are baptized because they are 

members of the Church from birth 
• They are not made members by being baptized 
• They are baptized because they are already members from 

birth 

• Why are the children of Christians parents 
members of the Church from birth?  
– Because of God’s covenant with their parents 

• Continuation of God’s covenant made with Abraham, which 
included his children after him, as well as himself



WLC Q166
• May non-Christians’ children be baptized?  

– No. Only children of Christians may be baptized 
• Usually restricted to children of members 
• In extraordinary circumstances, Christians’ other 

relations may at times be baptized (e.g., grandchildren) 
– Christians’ children are included in the Covenant 

• Must still make proclamation of faith at age of 
responsibility 

• Until proof otherwise, presumption they are members of 
invisible Church as well as visible Church 

– Neither non-Christians nor their children are 
covered by the blessings of the Covenant 

• Until they prove otherwise by a confession of faith, 
presumption they are not members of invisible Church



WLC Q166
• Is it correct to speak of Christian young 

who were baptized as infants, “joining the 
Church” when they make a profession of 
faith and are admitted to the Table?  
– No, cannot “join” something already a member of 

• Children of Christian parents are already Church 
members from birth, which is why they were baptized 

• Implies they were not previously members and their 
baptism was not a sign of visible Church membership 

• Contrary to the Scriptural doctrines of the Covenant of 
Grace, of the Church and of Baptism 

• Betrays an individualistic, baptistic ideology contrary to 
ideology of the Covenant of Grace set forth in our Church 
standards and which we believe to be Scriptural



WLC Q166
• Do all Churches believe that the infants of 

Christian parents ought to be baptized?  
– No. Baptists and others of similar faith teach that 

only those who can make a personal profession of 
faith are to be baptized 

• This belief however has never been held by more than a 
minority of the Christians in the world 

• Vast majority of professing Christians have believed in 
infant baptism 

• Practice and belief in early Church was likely varied 
– Early writers don’t address practice often—assumed in context 
– Circumstances were different—rapidly expanding vs in situ 
– Some definitely baptized infants, some may not have, some 

didn’t baptize at all until just before death 
– By 4th to 5th century all Churches baptized infants 
– Modern movement to baptize only adults started by Anabaptists 

~1525



WLC Q166

• What objections are commonly urged 
against the practice of infant baptism?  
– It is commonly objected: 

• No command in the New Testament to baptize infants 
• No example of infants being baptized 
• Infants cannot understand the meaning of baptism, 

therefore it cannot benefit them 
• Most baptized in infancy grow up to be ungodly, or in 

later life turn out to be merely nominal Christians 
• Infant baptism is a Roman Catholic superstition



WLC Q166

• How can we answer objection that there is 
no NT command to baptize infants?  
– No explicit, direct command is needed 

• Infant baptism is based on God’s covenant with 
Abraham 

• Infants received sign of covenant (circumcision) in OT 
times, therefore they are to receive the sign of the same 
covenant also in NT times (baptism) 

– Would not expect to find a definite command to 
baptize infants 

• On the contrary if the baptist position is correct, there 
would be definite command NOT to baptize infants, as 
this would be a change from OT practice



WLC Q166
• Is it true that there is in the New Testament no 

example of infants being baptized?  
– No positive proof that infants were baptized, or that 

they were not baptized, one way or the other 
• Similarly there is no positive proof in the New Testament 

that women partook of the Lord’s Supper 
– But a number of NT passages are best explained on 

the presumption that infants were baptized 
• Philippian jailer “baptized at once, he and all his 

family” (Acts 16:33) 
• Paul baptized “household of Stephanas” (1 Cor 1:16) 
• Cornelius was baptized together with “his kinsmen and near 

friends” (Acts 10:24, 48) 
• Can we suppose that in all these various family groups there were 

only adults, with no infants or young children? 



WLC Q166
• If infants cannot understand meaning of 

baptism, can it therefore not benefit them?  
– Jesus took young children in his arms and blessed 

them, upon their parents’ request 
• Greek word means “babies”, not children of 8 or 9 years 
• This was not baptism, but it has something to do with the 

question of infant baptism 
• These children were too young to understand who Jesus 

was, or what He was doing 
• Jesus did not hesitate to take them in His arms, and bless 

them 
• Who shall say that this was a useless act, or could not 

bring benefit to the children?  
• As elsewhere in the Bible, parents’ faith was accepted on 

behalf of the children (compare Mark 9:24-27)



WLC Q166
• Do most baptized as infants grow up to be either 

ungodly or merely nominal Christians?  
– Occasionally asserted, but not proved or provable 

• Many baptized in adolescence or as adults also later turn 
out to be ungodly, or merely nominal Christians 

• Timing of baptism is not relevant, presence and work of Holy 
Spirit is only thing that produces faithfulness 

• Is infant baptism a Roman Catholic 
superstition?  
– That Catholics practices infant baptism does not prove 

that infant baptism is wrong 
• Also accept doctrine of the Trinity, the deity of Christ and 

many other truths of Christianity 
• Infant baptism existed in the Church long before the 

appearance of any Catholic errors and superstitions



WLC Q166
• Under what circumstances may a Christian be 

rebaptized? 
– A Christian may never be rebaptized 

• Invalid baptism is not baptism—so, not rebaptism 
• If validly baptized, may not be rebaptized 
• 314 AD, Council of Arles ruled against Donatists who 

rebaptized those who renounced faith 

• What constitutes a valid baptism?  
– In the Name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
– With water 
– Unto those who profess faith in, and obedience unto, 

Christ; or children of those professing faith 
– Administered by lawfully ordained Gospel minister 
– Within the bounds of a true church of Jesus Christ



WLC Q166
• What constitutes an invalid baptism?  

– Not in the Name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
• Major errors in nature of God/Trinity such that they 

worship a different God 
• Unitarians, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses 

– Administered by non-lawfully ordained minister 
• Unless egregious, makes baptism irregular, but valid 

– Within the bounds of a true church of Jesus Christ 
• This is where most controversy lies 
• 1987 PCA Study Committee—non-binding, but helpful 
• PCA leaves this up to local sessions interpretation 

– From within a Christian tradition where the Trinity is understood  
– Reject baptism of cults who stand outside catholic history 
– Distinct difference between contrived imitations and distortions 
– The truth of God has been slighted, but the enemy of God has 

not had a thorough victory



WLC Q167
Q. How is our Baptism to be improved by us? 
A. The needful but much neglected duty of improving our Baptism, is 
to be performed by us all our life long, especially in the time of 
temptation, and when we are present at the administration of it to 
others; by serious and thankful consideration of the nature of it, and 
of the ends for which Christ instituted it, the privileges and benefits 
conferred and sealed thereby, and our solemn vow made therein; by 
being humbled for our sinful defilement, our falling short of, and 
walking contrary to, the grace of baptism, and our engagements; by 
growing up to assurance of pardon of sin, and of all other blessings 
sealed to us in that sacrament; by drawing strength from the death 
and resurrection of Christ, into whom we are baptized, for the 
mortifying of sin, and quickening of grace; and by endeavoring to live 
by faith, to have our conversation in holiness and righteousness, as 
those that have therein given up their names to Christ; and to walk in 
brotherly love, as being baptized by the same Spirit into one body.



WLC Q167
• Scripture References: 

– Colossians 2:11-12; Romans 6:4,6,11 
• We are to improve our baptism throughout life, and 

especially in time of temptation to sin 
– Romans 6:3-5 

• We are to think seriously of the meaning of our 
baptism, and its implications for our lives 

– 1 Corinthians 1:11-13, Romans 6:2-3 
• We are to be humbled for our failure to live according 

to the implications of our baptism, and our own vows 
– Romans 6:1-6,11,22 



WLC Q167
• Scripture References: 

– Romans 4:11-12, 1 Peter 3:21 
• It is our duty to attain in actual experience the blessings 

sealed to us in our baptism  
– Romans 6:3-5, Galatians 3:26-27, Romans 6:22, 

Acts 2:38 
• Rightly to improve our baptism involves a serious effort 

to trust Christ fully and lead a genuinely righteous and 
holy life  

– 1 Corinthians 12:13, 25-27 
• Improving our baptism involves a realization of our unity 

with our fellow-Christians, and an effort to walk in 
brotherly love with them, since all have been baptized 
by the same Spirit into one body



WLC Q167

• What meant by “improving” our baptism?  
– Using it to good purpose in daily life; experiencing 

its meaning, and working out its implications 
– Baptism is a sacrament, doctrine, and obligation to 

progressive Christian experience and service 
• We are to receive the sacrament, by being baptized 
• We are to believe and understand baptismal doctrine 
• We are to live out implications as growing Christians 

– Question guards against all-too-prevalent tendency to 
regard baptism as a mere rite or ceremony, something 
to be attended to and then forgotten 

• Should not be “much neglected duty”



WLC Q167
• Is the efficacy of baptism limited to the time 

at which it is administered?  
– Baptism is a sign and seal of salvation from sin 

• Efficacy continues as long as there remains any sin, or 
effects of sin, to be saved from 

• Misunderstanding efficacy is tied to time of administration is 
reason for some opposition to infant baptism 

– Many things baptism signifies cannot be experienced by infants 
(repentance, faith, conscious assurance of salvation, etc.) 

• Efficacy of baptism covers the person’s whole life 
– Those baptized as infants are to repent, believe, attain 

assurance, seek sanctification… when reach responsible age  
– We are born into this world only once, but we celebrate our 

birthday year after year throughout life 
– Baptized only once, but are to remember it and experience its 

meaning, and work out its implications, throughout life



WLC Q167

• At what times ought we especially to 
improve our baptism?  
– In times when we are confronted with temptation 

• Recollection of our baptism should serve as a reminder 
that we are of the covenant people of God  

• Must live accordingly and not compromise with sin as 
ungodly and worldly people do 

– When we are present at the administration of 
baptism to others 

• Meaning of baptism, and vows connected with it, should 
become especially real and vivid to our minds and hearts 

• Should remember we, too, have received this same 
sacrament, with the same meaning, and that we, too, 
are bound by the same solemn covenant vows



WLC Q167
• Do we ever really fulfil our duty in improving 

our baptism?  
– Even the most faithful Christians break the law of 

God daily in thought, word and deed 
• We are always to be humbled because of our past 

unfaithfulness & failures in living up to our solemn vows 
– Some who are not very earnest about seeking holiness, 

have a very complacent feeling about their own baptism 
• Many count on baptism to get them into heaven when 

they die 
• More fully we appreciate real meaning of our baptism, the 

farther spiritual complacency will be from our hearts 
• Instead, we will have a real humility because of our 

personal failure to attain what was our duty to attain



WLC Q167
• What ways of improving our baptism does the 

Catechism specify?  
– Catechism specifies a number of Christian experiences 

and duties 
• Being humbled for our sins 
• Growing up to assurance of salvation 
• Drawing strength from Christ for mortifying sin  

– Continuous, serious undertaking to live a faithful, 
consistent Christian life, according to Word of God 

• Improving our baptism involves taking salvation from sin 
seriously, in actual living experience 

• Experiencing reality of, and living out implications of, effectual 
calling, justification, adoption, sanctification and benefits which 
accompany or flow from them 

• Improving our baptism means walking steadily forwards in 
highway of God’s salvation, according to God’s Word



WLC Q167

• What does improving our baptism imply 
concerning Christian unity?  
– By baptism of the Holy Spirit all Christians are 

baptized into the invisible Church 
– By sacrament of baptism, Christians are publicly 

recognized as members of Christ’s visible Church 
• Implies duty of cultivating unity and brotherly love with 

those who participate in the same baptism and are 
members of the same body 

• Should cultivate unity and love with all faithful 
Christians, and especially with fellow-members with us 
of the same branch of the visible Church



WLC Q167
• Common baptismal errors 

– Baptismal Regeneration—baptism saves 
• Not just a Catholic issue! 
• Federal Vision in Reformed circles 

– Every baptized person receives all Christ’s benefits (election, union 
with Christ, justification, adoption) by grace 

– Retains these benefits and either remains or becomes elect and 
justified by cooperating with grace through trusting and obeying 

– Missing Covenantal aspects of baptism 
• Credo-only baptism 
• Memorial-only/obedience-only—misses spiritual meaning 
• Rebaptism—misses that God is the actor not man 

– Failing to “improve” our baptism 
• Baptizing non-members 
• Once-and-done 
• Forgetting what we’ve been sealed unto 

– Faith in and obedience to Christ (and His commandments)
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WLC Q168
Q. What is the Lord's Supper? 
A. The Lord's Supper is a sacrament of the New 
Testament, wherein, by giving and receiving 
bread and wine according to the appointment of 
Jesus Christ, his death is showed forth; and they 
that worthily communicate feed upon his body 
and blood, to their spiritual nourishment and 
growth in grace; have their union and communion 
with him confirmed; testify and renew their 
thankfulness, and engagement to God, and their 
mutual love and fellowship each with other, as 
members of the same mystical body.



WLC Q168
• Scripture References: 

– Luke 22:20 
• Lord’s Supper is a New Testament sacrament 

– Matthew 26:26-28, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
• Lord’s supper is constituted by giving and receiving bread 

and wine according to appointment of Christ 
• Lord’s supper involves thankfulness for God’s grace 

– 1 Corinthians 10:14-17, 21 
• Right use of the Lord’s supper confirms the believer’s 

union and communion with Christ 
• Lord’s supper involves a renewal of our covenant vows of 

love and obedience to God.  
• Believers show and renew mutual love and fellowship as 

members of Christ’s spiritual body, the Church



WLC Q168

• What does Lord’s Supper is NT sacrament 
mean?  
– “New Testament” here doesn’t refer to portion of 

the Bible, but New Testament/Covenant of Grace 
• Covenant in Luke 22:20 translated testament in KJV, but 

usually means “covenant” in its NT usage 
• Covenant of Grace comprises God’s plan and 

arrangements for the salvation of His people 
• New dispensation as opposed to Mosaic dispensation 
• Old Dispensation of the Covenant of Grace was from 

Moses to Christ 
• New Dispensation of the Covenant of Grace is from the 

crucifixion of Christ to the end of the world



WLC Q168
• What constitutes the Lord’s supper?  

– Giving and receiving bread and wine according to 
the appointment of Jesus Christ 

• “Appointment of Jesus Christ” is explained in Q169 
• What is Lord’s supper essential meaning?  

– Death of Jesus Christ is shown forth 
• Portrays substitutionary atonement 

– Christ’s death for the sins of His people 
• Atonement of Christ is acted out in a pageant 

– Gal. 3:1, Christ “visibly set forth” before their eyes, and even 
crucified among them 

• Deniers of Christ’s atonement, cannot rightly partake of 
the Lord’s supper 

– To go through motions is blasphemy & meaningless mockery 
• Deniers that Christ died for our sins are not Christians 

– No right to the Lord’s supper, since they reject its central truth



WLC Q168

• What is the purpose of the Lord’s supper?  
– Spiritual edification of the Lord’s people 

• Rightly partaking will strengthen, encourage and 
spiritually build up Christians along the whole line of 
their Christian faith, life and work 

– Those who rightly partake of the Lord’s supper 
• Are confirmed in spiritual relation to Christ their Savior 
• Are renewed and strengthened in their resolve to live a 

life of thankfulness and obedience to God 
• Testify and renew their love and fellowship for their 

fellow-believers 
– Right use of Lord’s supper encourages and builds 

up Christians in relation to our Savior, our God, 
and our brothers and sisters in Christ



WLC Q168
• What is the relation of the Lord’s supper to 

the second coming of Christ?  
“For as oft as you eat this bread, and drink this cup, you do 
show the Lord’s death till He come” (1 Cor. 11:26) 
– Partaking involves a profession of faith in the second 

coming of Christ 
• By portraying the Lord’s death, it points us backward to 

Calvary; by the command to observe it “till he come”, it 
points us forward to the Last Day 

– 3 great focal points of history are creation, crucifixion, 
and Christ’s second coming 

• Sabbath originated prior to sin and links first and last 
together; spans entire course of history 

• Lord’s supper spans course of Christian history from the 
cross to the “great white throne”



WLC Q169
Q. How has Christ appointed bread and wine to be 
given and received in the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper? 
A. Christ has appointed the ministers of his Word, in 
the administration of this sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, to set apart the bread and wine from 
common use, by the word of institution, 
thanksgiving, and prayer; to take and break the 
bread, and to give both the bread and the wine to the 
communicants: who are, by the same appointment, 
to take and eat the bread, and to drink the wine, in 
thankful remembrance that the body of Christ was 
broken and given, and his blood shed, for them.



WLC Q169
• Scripture References: 

– 1 Corinthians 11:23-24, Matthew 26:26-28, 
Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:17-20 

• Institution of the sacrament of the Lord’s supper by 
Jesus Christ



WLC Q169
• Where in NT is the record of Christ’s 

institution of the Lord’s supper found?  
– 3 synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) 
– Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 11 

• Fullest account of the institution of the Lord’s supper 

• Why is it important Christ’s appointment be 
followed in administering Lord’s supper? 
– Headship of Christ over the Church requires this 

• Church is subject to Christ, must obey His instructions and 
conform to His will in all things (Eph. 5:23-24) 

• Lord’s supper is the LORD’S supper 
– Church has no right to change or modify it 
– Did not originate in custom or tradition, but from a specific 

command of the Lord Jesus Christ



WLC Q169

• Whom has Christ appointed to administer 
the Lord’s supper?  
– Christ has appointed “ministers of his word” to 

administer the Lord’s supper 
• Not stated in Biblical accounts of Supper’s institution 
• Other portions of Scripture speak of officers ordained to 

have charge of work and worship of the visible Church 
• “Stewards of the mysteries of God” (1Cor 4:1-2; Tit 1:7) 
• Sacraments are certainly part of “the mysteries of God” 
• “Let all things be done decently and in order” (1Cor 14:40) 

applies to administration of sacraments



WLC Q169
• What elements are used in Lord’s supper?  

– Bread and wine 
• Bread represents Christ’s body; 
• Wine represents His blood 
• Together represent His human nature He took when he 

“was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14) 

• What sacramental actions are involved?  
– 4 by Jesus (taking bread and cup, giving thanks, 

breaking bread, giving bread and cup) 
– 2 performed by disciples (taking bread and cup, 

eating bread and drinking wine) 
– Together in their true meaning, portray or act out 

Christ’s atonement & our receiving Him by faith



WLC Q169
• What is the meaning of Jesus’ actions?  

– Taking Passover bread and the cup signifies His 
taking a human nature (body and soul)  

– Blessing them set them apart from ordinary uses for a 
special religious purpose 

• Signifies His being set apart for His special work as the 
Redeemer of men 

– Breaking the bread signifies the breaking of His body 
on the cross 

• Reminds us we are not saved by Jesus’ teachings, or His 
life alone, but pre-eminently by His death on cross 

– Giving bread and wine to the disciples 
• Signifies gift of Christ to sinful men by the infinite grace of 

God (John 3:16) and preaching of the Gospel in which this 
divine gift of the Savior is offered to sinners 



WLC Q169

• What is the meaning of disciples’ actions?  
– Taking bread and the cup, signifies taking Jesus 

as Savior by believing on Him 
• Christ’s incarnation, baptism and atonement, and the 

preaching of the Gospel, must be followed by personal 
faith in Jesus Christ on the part of sinners 

– Eating the bread and drinking the wine, signifies 
dependence on Christ for spiritual life and growth 

• As bodily life is dependent on daily food and drink, so 
our spiritual life is dependent on Christ 

– Meaning of disciples’ sacramental actions is also 
meaning of communicants today



WLC Q170
Q. How do they that worthily communicate in the Lord's 
Supper feed upon the body and blood of Christ therein? 
A. As the body and blood of Christ are not corporally or 
carnally present in, with, or under the bread and wine in 
the Lord's Supper, and yet are spiritually present to the 
faith of the receiver, no less truly and really than the 
elements themselves are to their outward senses; so they 
that worthily communicate in the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, do therein feed upon the body and blood of Christ, 
not after a corporal and carnal, but in a spiritual manner; 
yet truly and really, while by faith they receive and apply 
unto themselves Christ crucified, and all the benefits of his 
death.



WLC Q170
• Scripture References: 

– Acts 3:21 
• Christ’s human nature is now in heaven, and must remain there until 

the end of the world; therefore His body and blood “are not corporally 
or carnally present in, with, or under the bread and wine in the Lord’s 
supper.”  

– Matthew 26:26,28 
• Christ’s body and blood are spiritually present to the faith of person 

who receives the Lord’s supper, just as the bread and wine are 
present to their outward senses 

– 1 Corinthians 11:24-29 
• Those who rightly partake of Lord’s supper feed upon Christ’s body 

and blood, not in physical sense, but spiritually, yet truly and really 
– 1 Corinthians 10:16 

• Those who rightly partake of Lord’s supper, by faith receive and 
apply to themselves Christ crucified, and all His atonement’s benefits



WLC Q170
• What is the Catholic doctrine of presence of 

the body and blood in Lord’s supper?  
– “Transubstantiation” 

• Officially adopted doctrine by 4th Lateran Council, 1215 
• Authoritatively defined by Council of Trent, 1545-1563 

“If any one shall say that, in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, there remains, 
together with the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, the substance of the 
Bread and Wine, and shall deny that wonderful and singular conversion of the 
whole substance of the Bread into (His) Body and of the Wine into (His) Blood, 
the appearance only of the Bread and Wine remaining—which conversion the 
Catholic Church most fittingly calls Transubstantiation—let him be anathema.” 

• Bread and wine miraculously changed into literal body and 
blood of Christ 

• Only outward appearance of bread and wine remain 
• Mass is sacrifice in which Christ is offered up anew for the 

sins of men



WLC Q170
• What is historic Lutheran doctrine of 

presence of body and blood in supper?  

“True body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread 
and wine, for us Christians to eat and to drink, instituted by Christ 
Himself” --Luther’s Small Catechism 

– Sometimes called Consubstantiation 
– Denies bread and wine changed into body and 

blood of Christ 
– Orthodox Lutherans holds to real bodily and local 

presence of Christ’s body and blood in sacrament 
– Coupled with doctrine of ubiquity of glorified body of 

Christ



WLC Q170
• What is the historic Reformed doctrine 

concerning the presence of the body and 
blood of Christ in the Lord’s supper?  
– True believers “truly and really’ feed upon the body 

and blood of Christ” 
– But, “not after a corporal and carnal, but in a spiritual 

manner” 
– Expressly denies that the body and blood of Christ 

are “corporally or carnally present in, with, or under 
the bread and wine in the Lord’s supper” 

• Rejects both Catholic and Lutheran doctrines 
• Yet Christ’s body and blood are “spiritually present to the 

faith of the receiver, no less truly and really than the 
elements themselves are to their outward senses” 



WLC Q170
• If non-true believer partakes of elements, 

does he receive and feed upon the body and 
blood of Christ?  
– Lacks the faith by which alone Christ and His benefits 

can be received by any human being 
• Would receive only bread and wine, and his partaking of the 

elements would be presumptuous and sinful  

• What is meant by “worthily communicating in the 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper”?  
– Describes manner of partaking of the sacrament, not 

the character of the person who partakes 
• To partake unworthily would be without true faith in Christ, 

while cherishing unrepented sin, or without proper 
understanding of the meaning of Supper



WLC Q171
Q. How are they that receive the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper to prepare themselves before they 
come unto it? 
A. They that receive the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper are, before they come, to prepare 
themselves thereunto, by examining themselves of 
their being in Christ, of their sins and wants; of the 
truth and measure of their knowledge, faith, 
repentance; love to God and the brethren, charity 
to all men, forgiving those that have done them 
wrong; of their desires after Christ, and of their new 
obedience; and by renewing the exercise of these 
graces, by serious meditation, and fervent prayer.



WLC Q171
• Scripture References: 

– 1 Corinthians 11:28 
• Self-examination is required before partaking  

– 2 Corinthians 13:5 
• Christian should examine himself as to the reality of his 

faith and experience 
– 1 Corinthians 11:29; 2 Corinthians 13:5;  

Matthew 26:28; Zechariah 12:10;  
1 Corinthians 11:31; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17,  
Acts 2:46-47; 1 Corinthians 5:8;  
1 Corinthians 11:18,20; Matthew 5:23-24 

• Duty to examine ourselves concerning “truth and 
measure” of our knowledge, faith, repentance and 
consistency of Christian living



WLC Q171
• Scripture References: 

– 1 Corinthians 5:7, Exodus 12:15 
• Separation from sin is required as a preparation for 

receiving the Lord’s supper 
– Isaiah 55:1; John 7:37; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8;  

1 Corinthians 11:24-28; Hebrews 10:21-22,24; 
Psalm 26:6; 2 Chronicles 30:18-19; Matthew 26:26 

• We are to examine ourselves as to our desires after 
Christ, and our new obedience to Him 

• We are to seek renewal of all Christian graces, and 
engage in serious meditation and prayer for divine grace



WLC Q171
• Why is special preparation necessary before 

partaking of the Lord’s supper?  
– Importance of the Lord’s supper 
– Solemn nature of the sacrament 
– Danger of incurring divine judgments 

• What is the purpose of such special 
preparation for the Lord’s supper?  
– To partake of sacrament aright to our strengthening, 

encouragement and growth in grace 
• Not to judgement or being chastened of the Lord 
• Not to discourage us and frighten us away from table 
• So we may approach Lord’s table aright and receive a 

blessing



WLC Q171
• What of one unwilling to partake because he 

“feels he is not good enough”?  
– Reveals a pitiable condition of spiritual bondage 

• Legalistic view of salvation (salvation by works or 
character) plus a fear of incurring the divine judgment 

– No one is “good enough” to deserve God’s blessings 
• Salvation and everything the Lord’s supper stands for is 

the free gift of God’s unmerited grace to sinners 

• What is the most important element in 
preparation for the Lord’s supper?  
– Personal faith in Christ and Him crucified as our only 

Savior, with by sincere repentance for sin
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WLC Q172
Q. May one who doubts of his being in Christ, or of his 
due preparation, come to the Lord's Supper? 
A. One who doubts of his being in Christ, or of his due 
preparation to the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, may 
have true interest in Christ, though he be not yet 
assured thereof; and in God's account has it, if he be 
duly affected with the apprehension of the want of it, 
and unfeignedly desires to be found in Christ, and to 
depart from iniquity: in which case (because promises 
are made, and this sacrament is appointed, for the 
relief even of weak and doubting Christians) he is to 
bewail his unbelief, and labor to have his doubts 
resolved; and, so doing, he may and ought to come to 
the Lord's Supper, that he may be further strengthened.



WLC Q172
• Scripture References: 

– Isa 50:10; 1John 5:13; Psa 88, 77:1-12, Jon 2:4,7 
• May possess the fact of salvation without having attained the 

consciousness of salvation 
– Isa 50:10, 54:7-10; Matt 5:3,4; Phil 3:8-9; 

Psalm 10:17, 31:22, 42:1-2,5,11, 66:18-20, 
73:13,22-23; 2 Tim 2:19 

• Deep concern about salvation with a earnest desire to be found 
in Christ, is an evidence of state of grace  

– Isa 40:11,29,31; Matt 11:28, 12:20, 26:28 
• Divine promises and Lord’s supper provided, for the spiritual 

help even of weak and doubting Christians 
– Mark 9:24; Rom 4:10; 1 Cor 11:28 

• Person with doubts of salvation, or proper preparation for 
Supper, after doing what he can, ought to come to the Lord’s 
supper, for his spiritual benefit



WLC Q172
• Why should lack of assurance not keep a 

person from partaking of Lord’s supper?  
– We are not saved by assurance, but by faith in Christ 

as our Redeemer 
• We are saved by believing in Christ, not by believing we are 

saved 
• Good and comforting to honestly believe we are saved, but 

important thing is to believe on Christ as Savior 
• How should a diffident Christian prepare for 

the Lord’s supper?  
– Besides self-examination, “bewail his unbelief, and 

labor to have his doubts resolved” 
• Then come to the Lord’s table expecting a blessing 
• Lack of assurance is not to be complacently tolerated 
• Supper intended for spiritual help of weak and doubting



WLC Q173

Q. May any who profess the faith, and 
desire to come to the Lord's Supper, be 
kept from it? 
A. Such as are found to be ignorant or 
scandalous, notwithstanding their 
profession of the faith, and desire to come 
to the Lord's Supper, may and ought to be 
kept from that sacrament, by the power 
which Christ has left in his church, until 
they receive instruction, and manifest their 
reformation.



WLC Q173
• Scripture References: 

– 1 Cor 11:27-34, compared with Matt 7:6,  
1 Cor 5:1-13, Jude 23, 1 Tim 5:22 

• Christ has committed to His Church authority to 
exclude from its membership ignorant and scandalous 
persons 

• This power includes right and duty of keeping such 
persons from the Lord’s supper 

– 2 Cor 2:7, 2 Tim 2:24-26 
• When his ignorance has been overcome, or 

scandalous living corrected, the person who had been 
excluded is to be admitted to the fellowship and 
privileges of the visible Church 



WLC Q173
• Is Lord’s supper intended for unconverted?  

– Without saving faith in Christ, cannot benefit them 
• Weak and doubting Christians may and ought, after due 

preparation, to partake of the Lord’s supper 
• Non-Christians can receive no benefit from the Lord’s 

supper and have no right to partake of it 

• Is the Church to decide what persons are 
converted, and have saving faith in Christ?  
– Only God can see people’s hearts, to be able to know 

with certainty what their spiritual condition is 
• Officers and courts cannot see people’s hearts and cannot 

judge who is or is not a truly saved Christians 
• Have always been some unregenerate in visible Church 

– Ministers and elders are not to blame for this unless they have 
been negligent in their legitimate duties



WLC Q173

• Then how can there be church discipline?  
– Discipline based on evaluation of profession and 

practice, not whether they are converted or not 
• Church cannot examine hearts or pronounce judgment 

on their relation to God 
• Church, through its proper officers, evaluates people’s 

profession of faith and their manner of life 
• Profession is to be taken at face value unless 

contradicted by his manner of life



WLC Q173

• What classes are excluded from Supper?  
– “Such as are found to be ignorant or scandalous” 

• Ignorant means persons who do not make a proper 
profession of faith 

– Lack of information, or result of false doctrines held  
• Scandalous means profession cannot be taken at face 

value because it is contradicted by manner of life 
– Does not mean any sin or fault whatever 
– Such sinful conduct as would nullify the profession of faith 

• Catechism wisely refrains from attempting to provide a 
ready-made definition of either ignorance or scandal 

– Lays down the principle and leaves precise application to 
church courts before which such matters properly come



WLC Q174
Q. What is required of them that receive the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper in the time of the administration of it? 
A. It is required of them that receive the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, that, during the time of the administration of it, 
with all holy reverence and attention they wait upon God in 
that ordinance, diligently observe the sacramental elements 
and actions, heedfully discern the Lord's body, and 
affectionately meditate on his death and sufferings, and 
thereby stir up themselves to a vigorous exercise of their 
graces; in judging themselves, and sorrowing for sin; in 
earnest hungering and thirsting after Christ, feeding on him 
by faith, receiving of his fulness, trusting in his merits, 
rejoicing in his love, giving thanks for his grace; in renewing 
of their covenant with God, and love to all the saints.



WLC Q174
• Scripture References: 

– Lev 10:3; Heb 12:28; Psa 5:7; 1 Cor 11:17, 26-27 
• Wait upon God with all holy reverence and attention  

– Ex 24:8 compared with Matt 26:28 
• Elements and actions are to be diligently observed 

– 1 Cor 11:29 
•  Should “heedfully discern the Lord’s body” 

– Luke 22:19; 1 Cor 11:26, 10:3-5,11,14 
• Meditate on Christ’s sufferings and death  

– 1 Cor 11:31, Zech 12:10 
• Judge themselves and feel sorrow for their own sins  

– Rev 22:17; John 6:35, 1:16; Phil 3:9; Psalm 63:4-5; 2 
Chron 30:21; Psalm 22:26 

• Hunger and thirst after Christ, and feed on Him by faith 
– Jer 50:5, Psalm 50:5, Acts 2:42 

• Renewing our covenant with God, and love to His people



WLC Q174
• What is the most obvious duty of communicants 

at the time of Supper?  
– “With all holy reverence and attention to wait upon God 

in that ordinance” 
• Reverence and attention are duties especially in connection 

with the Lord’s supper 
• Commemorates the sufferings and death of our Lord 
• Cannot expect a blessing from the sacrament unless we are 

willing to devote our undivided attention to it 
– Elements and actions all essential to meaning of the 

sacrament 
• Visible, tangible portrayal, by symbolic elements and actions, of 

Christ’s redemption and the way of salvation 
• Does not produce spiritual results automatically, but by truth 

sacrament presents, which communicant grasps by faith, and 
which Spirit applies to his heart and life



WLC Q174
• What is “discerning the Lord’s body”?  

– Realizing sacramental elements represent Christ’s 
human nature 

• Or appreciating them as symbols of His body and blood 
• Seeing only bread and wine, or failing to see Christ and His 

redemption in it, fail to discern the Lord’s body 
• Requires measure of doctrinal knowledge and personal 

trust in Christ as one’s Savior 

• Why should communicants judge themselves, 
and sorrow for their sins?  
– It was because of the sins of His people that Jesus 

suffered and died on the cross 
• No adequate appreciation of Christ’s sufferings and death 

unless one judges himself and sorrows for sins



WLC Q174
• What special spiritual attitudes should a 

Christian have at the communion table?  
– An attitude of earnest desire for communion with 

Christ (“hungering and thirsting after Christ”) 
– An attitude of personal faith in Him as Redeemer 

(“feeding on him by faith, receiving of his fulness, 
trusting in his merits”) 

– Attitude of spiritual joy (“rejoicing in his love”) 
– Attitude of thankfulness for His grace (“giving 

thanks for his grace”) 
– Attitude of sincere purpose to live in covenant with God 

and in love to His people (“renewing of their covenant 
with God, and love to all the saints”)



WLC Q175
Q. What is the duty of Christians, after they have received the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper? 
A. The duty of Christians, after they have received the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is seriously to consider: 
How they have behaved themselves therein, and with: What 
success; if they find quickening and comfort, to bless God 
for it, beg the continuance of it, watch against relapses, fulfil 
their vows, and encourage themselves to a frequent 
attendance on that ordinance: but if they find no present 
benefit, more exactly to review their preparation to, and 
carriage at, the sacrament; in both which, if they can approve 
themselves to God and their own consciences, they are to 
wait for the fruit of it in due time: but, if they see they have 
failed in either, they are to be humbled, and to attend upon it 
afterwards with more care and diligence.



WLC Q175
• Scripture References: 

– Psalm 28:7, 85:8; 1 Cor 11:17, 30-31 
• After receiving Lord’s supper, to consider how they 

have acted, and benefit they received 
– 2 Chron 30:21-26; Acts 2:42, 46-47; Psa 36:10; 

Song 3:4; 1 Chron 29:18; 1 Cor 10:3-5, 12; 
Psalm 50:14; 1 Cor 11:25-26 

• Those who receive benefit are to thank God, seek to 
conserve it for the future, fulfil their vows, and look 
forward to partaking of the Lord’s supper often



WLC Q175
• Scripture References: 

– Song 5:1-6; Psalm 123:1, 42:5,8, 43:3-5 
• In case no immediate spiritual benefit is experienced 

after partaking of the Lord’s supper, communicants are 
to consider whether this may be their own fault, and if 
they conscientiously decide that it is not, they are to 
expect the benefit in due time 

– 2 Chron 30:18-19; Isa 1:16, 18; 2 Cor 7:11; 
1 Chron 15:12-14 

• Communicants who find that failure to receive benefit 
from the Lord’s supper is their own fault, are to be 
humbled in their hearts, and to exercise more care 
and diligence in the future



WLC Q175
• Is the spiritual benefit of Lord’s supper always 

experienced at time of receipt?  
– Sometimes God in His wisdom withholds blessing, or 

consciousness of blessing, for a time 
• As in baptism, the benefits of the Lord’s supper are not tied 

or limited to the time of administration 
• When spiritual benefit is experienced, what 

attitudes should this produce?  
– Attitude of thankfulness to God 
– Prayerful desire that blessing may be continued 
– Careful avoidance of pride or overconfidence which 

would occasion a relapse into sin 
– Sincere purpose of paying his vows to God 
– Desire to partake of the Lord’s supper often



WLC Q176

Q. Wherein do the sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper agree? 
A. The sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper agree, in that the author of 
both is God; the spiritual part of both is 
Christ and his benefits; both are seals of 
the same covenant, are to be dispensed by 
ministers of the gospel, and by none 
other; and to be continued in the church of 
Christ until his second coming.



WLC Q177
Q. Wherein do the sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper differ? 
A. The sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper differ, in that Baptism is to be 
administered but once, with water, to be a sign 
and seal of our regeneration and ingrafting into 
Christ, and that even to infants; whereas the 
Lord's Supper is to be administered often, in the 
elements of bread and wine, to represent and 
exhibit Christ as spiritual nourishment to the 
soul, and to confirm our continuance and growth 
in him, and that only to such as are of years and 
ability to examine themselves.



WLC Q177
• Scripture References: 

– Matt 28:19, 1 Cor 11:23 
• God is author of both baptism and the Lord’s supper 

– Rom 6:3-4, 1 Cor 10:16 
• Spiritual part of both sacraments is Christ and His benefits 

– Rom 4:11 with Col 2:12, Matt 26:27-28 
• Both sacraments are seals of the same covenant 

– John 1:33; Matt 28:19; 1 Cor 11:23, 4:1; Heb 5:4 
• Both sacraments to be dispensed only by ministers 

– Matt 28:19,20, 1 Cor 11:26 
• Both to be continued in the Church until Christ’s return



WLC Q177
• Scripture References: 

– Matt 3:11, Tit 3:5, Gal 3:27 
• Baptism as a sign and seal of the new birth and union with 

Christ represents the beginning of the Christian life, it is to 
be administered only once to any person 

– Gen 17:7,9, Acts 2:38-39, 1 Cor 7:14 
• Baptism is to be administered to the infants of believers 

– 1 Cor 11:23-26 
• Lord’s supper to be administered repeatedly to represent 

Christ as spiritual nourishment to the soul 
– 1 Cor 10:16 

• Lord’s supper confirms continuance and growth in Christ 
– 1 Cor 11:28-29 

• Lord’s supper is to be administered only to persons of years 
and ability to examine themselves



WLC Q177
• How many points of agreement are there 

between baptism and the Lord’s supper?  
– The author of both sacraments is God 

• Both also instituted by Christ during His life on earth 
– Spiritual part of both is Christ and His benefits 

• Christ and His redemption is what is represented, sealed 
and applied by both  

– Both are seals of the same divine Covenant of 
Grace which provides eternal salvation of elect 

– As ordinances of the visible Church, both are 
administered only by ministers of the Gospel 

• To whom the mysteries of God have been entrusted 
– Both are permanent to be continued in the Church 

until Christ’s second coming at the Last Day



WLC Q177
• What difference exists between baptism 

and the Lord’s supper as to spiritual reality 
signified and sealed by the sacraments?  
– Spiritual reality signified and sealed is basically 

same: Christ and His redemption and benefits 
• Baptism is sign and seal of beginning of Christian life 

– New birth by the Holy Spirit, remission of sins through Christ’s 
blood, union with Christ 

• Lord’s supper is sign and seal of continuance of 
Christian life 

– Feeding upon Christ for spiritual nourishment and growth in 
grace 

• One is sign and seal of spiritual BIRTH, other sign and 
seal of spiritual GROWTH, both based on Christ’s 
redemption 



WLC Q177
• Why is baptism administered only once, 

while every Christian is to partake of the 
Lord’s supper repeatedly?  
– Difference in spiritual reality signified and sealed 

•  Baptism is a sign and seal of spiritual birth 
– Can be born again of the Holy Spirit only once 
– Since baptism is a sign and seal of this, a person is to be 

baptized only once 
• Lord’s supper is a sign and seal of spiritual growth by 

faith in Christ 
– Birth is an event but growth is a process 
– In Christian life, we must continue to grow in grace all life long 
– Since the spiritual reality of which the Lord’s supper is a sign 

and seal is a continuous process, Christian is to partake of the 
Lord’s supper repeatedly throughout his life until he departs to 
be with the Lord
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WLC Q178

Q. What is prayer? 
A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires 
unto God, in the name of Christ, by the 
help of his Spirit; with confession of our 
sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his 
mercies.



WLC Q178
• Scripture References: 

– Psalm 62:8 
• We are to offer up our desires unto God 

– John 16:23 
• Prayer is to be offered in the name of Christ 

– Romans 8:26 
• We are to pray by the help of the Holy Spirit 

– Psalm 32:5-6, Daniel 9:4 
• In prayer, we are to confess our sins 

– Philippians 4:6 
• In prayer, we are to thank God for His mercies



WLC Q178
• What kind of prayer is defined here?  

– True prayer, or Christian prayer 
• Prayer offered to God according to His revealed will by one 

reconciled to Him through Christ’s redemptive work 

• Besides Christian prayer, what other kinds of 
prayer are there?  
– Prayer is practically universal in the human race 

• All religious systems involve some kind of prayer 
– Non-Christian prayer 

• Not addressed to the true God 
– To some false divinity or misrepresentation of God 

• Does not approach God through Christ as Mediator 
– Offered in name of the person praying, or perhaps some other 

mediator than Christ  
• Lacks guarantee of acceptance with God (John 14:6)



WLC Q178
• Why should we offer up desires to God?  

– We are God’s creatures dependent upon Him 
• He supplies physical, mental, social and spiritual needs 

• What kind of desires are we to offer to God?  
– Only lawful desires in harmony with God’s moral law 

offered in submission to the secret will of God 

• Why must we pray only in Christ’s name?  
– Only through Christ can we be reconciled to God and 

have access to His holy presence 
• Even Christians sin against God daily and prayers are 

stained by elements of sin 
• Only through Christ’s mediation, on basis of His blood and 

righteousness, can prayers be acceptable to God



WLC Q178

• Why must we pray only by Spirit’s help?  
– Too ignorant to pray without help of Holy Spirit 

• Do not know how to pray as ought, nor what to pray for 
• Too weak and lack spiritual power to pray adequately 

– Often we are cold, lukewarm or distracted instead of being filled 
with earnestness and zeal in approaching God in prayer 

• Why should we include thanksgiving for 
God’s mercies in our prayers?  
– We are debtors to God for everything in life except 

our own sinfulness 
– Christian has had soul delivered from eternal death 

• Unimaginably abundant reason for thankfulness to God 
– Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks (1 Thess 5:17-18)



WLC Q179

Q. Are we to pray unto God only? 
A. God only being able to search the 
hearts, hear the requests, pardon the sins, 
and fulfil the desires of all; and only to be 
believed in, and worshiped with religious 
worship; prayer, which is a special part 
thereof, is to be made by all to him alone, 
and to none other.



WLC Q179
• Scripture References: 

– 1 Kings 8:39, Acts 1:24, Rom 8:27 
• God alone knows the hearts of all men 

– Psalm 65:2 
• God is the one who is able to hear our prayers  

– Mic 7:18 
• God is the one who is able to pardon our sins 

– Psalm 145:18-19 
• God is able to fulfil desires of all who call upon Him 

– Rom 10:14; Matt 4:10; Acts 10:25,28; Rev 22: 8-9 
• God alone is to be believed in and worshipped 

– 1 Cor 1:2 
• Prayer is a special part of religious worship 

– Ex 20:3-5, Psalm 50:15 
• Men are to pray to God alone



WLC Q179
• Why does Rome teach it is proper to pray to 

Mary, saints & angels, as well as God?  
– Correctly feel need of mediator to approach God 

• Regard Christ as a Mediator between God and men 
• Mary, saints and angels mediate between us and Christ 

– Saints hear our prayers, because they are with God, and God 
will make our prayers known to them  

– Very roundabout way of reaching God with our prayers 
• This false teaching results in adoration of Mary, saints 

and angels, which amounts to idolatry 

• Why is only God able to hear our prayers?  
– Only God is omniscient; able to know men’s hearts 
– Only God is omnipresent; able to hear all prayers 

Only God is omnipotent; able to answer prayers 



WLC Q179
• Why is God only one able to pardon sins?  

– Moral responsibility is to God, as Creator and 
Judge 

• God is the Person whom our sins have offended, and 
only the offended party can forgive the sins 

• Sins effects on society are only by-product of sin 
• Real and great evil is offence committed against God; 

only God can forgive that  

• Why is God alone able to fulfil all desires?  
– God alone is omnipotent; absolute & unlimited power 

• Pray only to Him who really has power to answer prayers 
• God is almighty;  in complete control of all that comes to 

pass, in accordance with His own great eternal plan 



WLC Q179
• Why is God alone to be worshipped with 

religious worship?  
– God alone is God 

• Religious worship, by definition, is that due to Him who is 
object of our religious faith 

• If there is only one God, it follows that this one God alone is to 
receive religious worship or devotion  

• Is it everyone’s duty to pray to God?  
– Yes, But… 

• Only Christian can really pray, for only Christian has the help 
of the Holy Spirit in prayer 

• Non-Christians’ prayers try to approach God without Christ as 
their Mediator and cannot please God 

• Yet to neglect prayer is even more sinful and displeasing to 
God



WLC Q180

Q. What is it to pray in the name of Christ? 
A. To pray in the name of Christ is, in 
obedience to his command, and in 
confidence on his promises, to ask mercy 
for his sake; not by bare mentioning of his 
name, but by drawing our encouragement 
to pray, and our boldness, strength, and 
hope of acceptance in prayer, from Christ 
and his mediation.



WLC Q180
• Scripture References: 

– John 14:13-14, John 16:24, Daniel 9:17 
• Pray in the name of Christ, asking mercy for His sake 

– Matthew 7:21 
• Merely formal mentioning of Christ’s name in prayer is 

not what is meant by praying in Christ’s name  
– Hebrews 4:14-16, 1 John 5:13-15 

• Pray through Christ as our Mediator, by whom we have 
access to God’s presence and acceptance with Him



WLC Q180

• How is Christian prayer distinguished from 
all other kinds of prayer?  
– Addressed to true God, revealed in the Bible,  
– Through the God-man Jesus Christ as Mediator 

• Is it proper to mention the name of Jesus 
Christ in our prayers?  
– Certainly it is proper, and should always do so 

• But realize means more than merely mentioning His 
name in some form of words at the end of our prayer



WLC Q180
• Did OT saints pray in the name of Christ?  

– Insofar as prayed with faith in coming Redeemer 
• Pious Israelites approached God in prayer on the basis of the 

Covenant of Grace as truly as we do today 
• On basis of redemptive work of the coming Messiah 
• Not all OT saints understood this truth equally clearly 
• In God’s sight their prayers acceptable because of future 

mediatorial work of Christ 

• What attitude of mind and heart prevents us 
from really praying in Christ’s name?  
– Self-confidence or self-righteousness 

• Trust in themselves, their own righteousness or good life, 
works and character, rather than in Christ 

• May mention Christ’s name, but really praying in own 
• Do not realize need of Christ’s redemption & mediation



WLC Q180

• What is meant by drawing our boldness, 
strength and hope of acceptance in prayer 
from Christ and His mediation?  
– Could never have any real boldness or confidence in 

prayer except for faith in Christ as Redeemer 
• Hearts would always be filled with doubts and fears, 

wondering if God would hear and accept our prayers 
• Non-Christian may pray, but can never enjoy any real 

boldness or confidence in prayer without Christ  
• Doubt and uncertainty prevents praying with whole heart  
• Only through assurance of being accepted with God, by 

Christ, can we really pour out our heart to God in prayer



WLC Q180

• Why does the Catechism specially mention 
Christ’s mediation?  
– Many have only vague, sentimental attachment to 

Jesus as a great teacher, leader, ideal, etc 
• Such people are not really Christians 
• Their prayers, though they may mention Christ’s name, 

are not really Christian prayers 
– We are not saved by Christ’s teaching, but by His 

work—His blood and righteousness 
• Without faith in Christ’s work of mediation, there can be 

no truly saving Christian faith 
• Sentimental admiration of Jesus as a human being is 

not sufficient, and does not constitute Christian faith



WLC Q181

Q. Why are we to pray in the name of 
Christ? 
A. The sinfulness of man, and his distance 
from God by reason thereof, being so 
great, as that we can have no access into 
his presence without a mediator; and there 
being none in heaven or earth appointed 
to, or fit for, that glorious work but Christ 
alone, we are to pray in no other name but 
his only.



WLC Q181
• Scripture References: 

– John 14:6, Isa 59:2, Eph 3:12 
• Man’s sinfulness has separated him so far from God 

that he can have no access to God’s holy presence 
except through a mediator 

– John 6:27, Heb 7:25-27, 1 Tim, 2:5, Acts 4:12 
• Christ alone is qualified for the work of mediator 

between God and man 
– Col 3:17, Heb 13:15 

• We are to pray only in the name of Christ



WLC Q181
• What is reason for distance separating God 

and man?  
– God is infinite Creator; man is a finite creature 
– God is absolutely holy; man is corrupted in sin 
– At creation, man was separated only as creature 

• Why is a mediator needed for sinful human 
beings to have access to God’s presence?  
– Absolute holiness is one of God’s attributes 

• God must be infinitely removed from all that is sinful 
• If sinful man could access presence of God without a 

mediator, God would deny His own holiness 
• If man came into God’s presence without a mediator, he 

would instantly be under judgment and condemnation by 
God’s wrath against sin



WLC Q181
• Why can we not pray by Mary or saints?  

– Do not have qualifications for the work of mediation 
between God and ourselves 

• Mary and saints were saved and reconciled to God only 
through the mediatorial work of the Lord Jesus Christ 

• Should honor them for their faithful service, witnessing and 
suffering for the cause of Christ 

– May not give them any honor that belongs to Christ alone 
– They are of the company of saved, but not co-Saviors with Christ 

• Why is work of mediation between God and 
man “that glorious work”?  
– Work of mediation manifests the glory of God in the 

salvation of man, and has its consummation in the 
eternal glory of the redeemed



WLC Q181

• How does this Catechism answer  contradict 
modern “liberal” views of Christ?  
– Sets forth the absolute uniqueness of Jesus Christ 

• He is represented as the only possible Savior of man 
• Neither is, nor ever can be, anyone alongside of Him 

– Popular modern “liberal” view of Jesus Christ 
regards Him as essentially only human 

• Same as other men, differing only in degree, not nature 
• May regard Jesus as the best man that ever lived 
• But through evolutionary progress, we may someday 

produce a more perfect individual than Jesus Christ 
• The thorough Modernist, insofar as he believes in Jesus 

Christ at all, believes in Him only as “A” Savior, not as 
THE ONE AND ONLY Savior of the human race
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WLC Q182

Q. How does the Spirit help us to pray? 
A. We not knowing: What to pray for as we 
ought, the Spirit helps our infirmities, by 
enabling us to understand both for whom, 
and: What, and: How prayer is to be made; 
and by working and quickening in our 
hearts (although not in all persons, nor at 
all times, in the same measure) those 
apprehensions, affections, and graces 
which are requisite for the right 
performance of that duty.



WLC Q182
• Scripture References: 

– Romans 8:26-27 
• Holy Spirit helps us to pray aright 

– Psalm 10:17 
• God prepares the hearts of His people, that they may 

pray aright 
– Zechariah 12:10 

• God imparts to His people the desire and ability to 
pray by bestowing His Holy Spirit upon them 

– Ephesians 6:18, Jude 20-21 
• We are to pray in the Spirit



WLC Q182
• Why do we need Holy Spirit’s help to pray?  

– Because of our spiritual ignorance 
• We do not know what to pray for, or how to pray aright  

– Because of spiritual weakness and sluggishness 
• Feel disinclined to pray 
• Pray in formal and perfunctory manner rather than 

earnest and spiritual manner 

• How does Spirit remedy spiritual ignorance?  
– Not by revealing any truth apart from the Bible 
– Opens our spiritual eyes to discern the true 

meaning of what is already revealed in the Bible 
• Enabled thusly to know will of God concerning prayer



WLC Q182
• Why do we need Holy Spirit’s “working and 

quickening in our hearts” to pray as we 
should?  
– “Quickening” means life-giving or stimulation 

• Even born again are of themselves very sluggish and 
spiritually lukewarm  

• Holy Spirit’s work partially overcomes this sinful 
sluggishness and indifference so real prayer is possible 

• Does Holy Spirit always work uniformly in 
helping Christian people to pray?  
– No. Every Christian receives Spirit’s help for prayer 

• “Not in all persons, nor at all times, in the same measure” 
• Reasons for this lack of uniformity in the working of the Holy 

Spirit are reserved to the secret counsel of God



WLC Q182
• What is the meaning of “apprehensions”?  

– Items of knowledge and truth which the Holy Spirit 
enables us to grasp and understand to pray aright 

• What is the meaning of “affections”?  
– Feelings and desires which the Holy Spirit stirs up in 

our hearts that we may pray aright 
• Love for God, thankfulness to Him, a desire that His name 

may be glorified and His will done, etc 

• What does “graces” mean here?  
– Necessary spiritual qualifications to pray in a manner 

pleasing to God 
• Humility, self-denial, faith in God’s promises, and 

persistence to overcome obstacles to keep praying



WLC Q183

Q. For whom are we to pray? 
A. We are to pray for the whole church of 
Christ upon earth; for magistrates, and 
ministers; for ourselves, our brethren, yea, 
our enemies; and for all sorts of men 
living, or that shall live hereafter; but not 
for the dead, nor for those that are known 
to have sinned the sin unto death.



WLC Q183
• Scripture References: 

– Ephesians 6:18, Psalm 28:9 
• We are to pray for whole Church of Christ on earth 

– 1 Timothy 2:1-2, Colossians 4:3 
• Pray for all in positions of authority in Church & State 

– Genesis 32:11, Isaiah 38:1-5 
• It is proper to pray for ourselves 

– James 5:16; Gen 20:7,17; Job 42:7-8; Matt 5:44 
• Pray for our brethren, friends and even our enemies 

– 1 Timothy 2:1-2, John 17:20, 2 Samuel 7:29 
• Pray for all sorts of men living, or shall live in future 

– 2 Samuel 12:21-23 
• We are not to pray for the dead 

– 1 John 5:16 
• Not commanded to pray for those who “sin unto death” 



WLC Q183
• Why must we pray for the whole Church of 

Christ on earth?  
– Church’s spiritual unity as one body under Christ 

• Not limited to our congregation or denomination 
• Pray for Christ’s Church and Kingdom as a whole 
• Never exclude the larger outlook of pleading with God for 

the whole Church of Christ in all the world 

• Why are we commanded to pray for 
magistrates and ministers?  
– State and Church are divine institutions for the 

accomplishment of God’s purposes in the world 
• Need His help and blessing for proper accomplishment  
• Need wisdom, courage, honesty and integrity, as well as 

other gifts of God’s common and special grace



WLC Q183
• Why must we pray for enemies?  

– Enemies are still men created in the image of God 
• Like us, they are sinners such as Christ died to redeem 
• Even though they are our enemies, they are not beyond the 

power of Christ to save  
– Does not mean to pray that they will succeed in 

wrongdoing, but to pray for their true welfare  

• Does the duty of praying for our enemies 
imply that we should not resist them?  
– We are to pray for our enemies 

• Still our duty to defend ourselves, our families and our 
country against injustice and violence 

• To pray for our enemies means chiefly to pray for their 
repentance, conversion to Christ, and salvation



WLC Q183
• Why are we to pray “for all sorts of men 

living, or that shall live hereafter”?  
– All men are created in the image of God and for 

the purpose of glorifying God 
• Many living today & in future are God’s elect, for whom 

Christ died, who shall be saved heirs of eternal glory 
• Pray that God will be glorified in them & that His elect, 

to the end of time, will be gathered into one in Christ 

• Why is it wrong to pray for the dead?  
– Redeemed are with Christ in heaven, where they 

no longer need our prayers 
– Lost are in hell, where our prayers can no longer 

avail to help them



WLC Q183
• What is meant by “the sin unto death”?  

– Taken from 1 John 5:16 
• Equivalent to “unpardonable sin” or “sin against the Holy 

Spirit” in Matthew 12:31-32 & Mark 3:29 
– Not because it is too great to be forgiven 

• Its nature inevitably cuts off possibility of repentance and 
saving faith, and therefore of salvation 

• Stubborn & complete resistance to Holy Spirit’s pleadings 
• Results in the Holy Spirit abandoning the person to his own 

sin, and totally ceasing to influence that person 
• Since salvation is impossible and not in accord with God’s 

purpose, clearly wrong to pray for such a person 
– However should be extremely cautious 

• Does not say: “he shall NOT pray for it”; but refrains from command 
to pray: “do not say he SHALL pray for it” 

• If in doubt: Pray!



WLC Q184

Q. For what things are we to pray? 
A. We are to pray for all things tending to 
the glory of God, the welfare of the church, 
our own or others good; but not for 
anything that is unlawful.



WLC Q184
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 6:9 
• In our prayers, we are to think first of what will tend to 

glorify God 
– Psalm 51:18, Psalm 122:6 

• We are to pray for the welfare of the Church 
– Matthew 7:11 

• We are to pray for whatever will be for our own good 
– Psalm 125:4 

• We are to pray for what will be for the good of others 
– 1 John 5:14, Psalm 66:18 

• We are not to pray for anything unlawful, or contrary to 
the will of God



WLC Q184

• What is the most important consideration 
in deciding what things to pray for?  
– The glory of God 

• Our chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him 
• We are not to think first of our own needs, problems and 

desires, but of God and His honor and glory 

• How can we know what tends to His glory?  
– By studying the Bible, the revealed will of God 

• When men deviate from the written Word, they will 
commit all kinds of errors in the name of divine glory 

• We cannot pray aright unless we also study the Bible 
aright



WLC Q184
• Why must we pray for the Church’s welfare?  

– Church is not merely a human organization 
• House of God, divine institution, body with Christ as head 
• God’s people’s welfare, and nations’ peace & prosperity, depend 

on Church’s spiritual welfare and security 

• How do we know what is for our own good?  
– Some matters, are revealed in Scripture 

• For such blessings we can pray with fullest confidence 
– “Depart from evil, and do good, seek peace and pursue it” (Psalm 

34:14); to “draw near unto God” (Psalm 73:28); be sanctified and 
made holy and Christlike in our character…  

– Others have no positive revelation in the Bible 
• Financial prosperity, bodily healing, particular success… 
• Not revealed in His Word if it is for His glory or our good 
• Pray in humble submission to the will of God



WLC Q184
• What is meant by praying for good of others?  

– Firstly, praying for their salvation 
• In submission to sovereignty and secret counsel of God 

– Secondly, for temporal blessings to be bestowed 
• Insofar as God will be truly glorified in bestowing them 

• Why is it wrong to pray for unlawful things? 
– Distinction between right and wrong is absolute 

• Right is always right and wrong is always wrong 
•  Anything that tends to obliterate or obscure this absolute 

distinction is wicked and displeasing to God 
• May never seek God’s blessing upon evil or wrongdoing 
• “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 

me” (Psalm 66:18) 
• God in divine sovereignty may permit evil and turn it to his 

own glory; does not mean God ever approves of evil



WLC Q185

Q. How are we to pray? 
A. We are to pray with an awful 
apprehension of the majesty of God, and 
deep sense of our own unworthiness, 
necessities, and sins; with penitent, 
thankful, and enlarged hearts; with 
understanding, faith, sincerity, fervency, 
love, and perseverance, waiting upon him, 
with humble submission to his will.



WLC Q185
• Scripture References: 

– Eccles 5:1-2 
• We are to realize and remember God’s majesty  

– Genesis 18:27, Genesis 32:10 
• Pray with sense of our unworthiness in God’s sight 

– Luke 15:17-19 
• We are to pray with a sense of personal need 

–  Luke 18:13-14 
• We are to pray with a sense of personal sin 

– Psalm 51:17, Psalm 32:5-6, Psalm 38:18 
• We are to pray with a spirit of repentance 

– Philippians 4:6 
• Pray with an attitude of thankfulness to God



WLC Q185
• Scripture References: 

– 1 Samuel 1:15, 1 Samuel 2:1 
• Pray with deep desire to receive blessings from God 

– 1 Corinthians 14:15 
• We are to pray with understanding, or intelligently 

– Mark 11:24, James 1:6 
• We are to pray with faith in God and His promises 

– Psalm 145:18, 17:1; James 5:16; 1 Tim 2:8 
• Pray with sincerity, fervency and love to God  

– Ephesians 6:18, Micah 7:7 
• We are to pray perseveringly, waiting on God to 

answer in His own time  
– Matthew 26:39, 1 John 5:14-15 

• We are to pray with humble submission to God’s will



WLC Q185

• What is meant by “an awful apprehension 
of the majesty of God”?  
– “Awful” means “having reverential fear” (awe-filled) 
– “Apprehension” means “realization” 
– “Majesty of God” means God's absolute and 

infinite greatness, beyond all created beings 

– Pray with reverential realization of God’s absolute, 
infinite greatness and separateness from all created 
beings



WLC Q185

• Is a reverent realization of the majesty of 
God often lacking in present-day prayers?  
– Yes. Many fail to approach God in prayer with 

proper reverence 
• Product of the one-sided emphasis on the love of God 

more or less prevalent in modern Protestantism 
• Love is only one aspect of God’s being 
• Must never forget God’s majesty, holiness and justice 
• God is not a “pal”; God is the infinite, eternal, 

unchangeable Creator and Ruler of the universe 



WLC Q185

• Why has modern religion tended to 
emphasize only the love of God, while 
forgetting His majesty and holiness?  
– Modern view is man-centered, not God-centered 

• Cling to those aspects of the Christian doctrine of God 
which are regarded as useful to mankind 

• Forget or neglect aspects which do not appear useful 
• Sinful men can see benefit of love of God 
• Cannot see how majesty of God can benefit mankind 
• Results in one-sided idea of God and a lack of 

reverence in addressing God



WLC Q185
• What is “deep sense of our necessities”?  

– True consciousness of condition of personal need 
• Without true consciousness of our need, prayer is 

foolishness 
• If we have no sense of need, how can we sincerely ask 

God for anything?  

• Why must we pray with “deep sense of our 
own sins”?  
– Our guilty, sinful condition is real 

• Without true realization of it, our entire approach to God will 
be on the wrong basis 

• Can never approach God aright unless we recognize the 
real truth about ourselves 

• Without it, prayer cannot be acceptable to God



WLC Q185

• Why must we pray with “penitent, thankful, 
and enlarged hearts”?  
– God’s mercy is promised to those who not only 

confess sins, but sincerely desire to forsake them 
• To pray with impenitent heart adds presumption to sins 
• Failing to feel thankful for many blessings from God 

would add the sin of ingratitude to our other sins 
• “Enlarged hearts” means hearts with a deep longing and 

desire to receive God’s blessings and to experience 
communion with Him 

• Not to pray with only slight desire for God & blessings 
• To pray with an intense, earnest longing for nearness to 

God and blessings from Him 
• Only such attitude in prayer can be acceptable to God



WLC Q185
• Why is faith necessary for right prayer?  

– Without faith impossible to please God 
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him. Heb 11:6 

• Faith is instrument of our salvation and the means by 
which we are to get blessings from Him 

• Must be faith in true God and His Word and promises 
• Only such a faith is of any value whatever in prayer  

• Why must we pray with sincerity, fervency 
and love to God?  
– Without them, our prayers will not be real prayers 

• Merely hypocritical and mechanical pronouncing of 
words



WLC Q185
• What should be expectation as to God’s 

time and way of answering our prayers?  
– God will answer our prayers in His own appointed 

time and way according to His holy will 
• We must be careful to maintain attitude of submission to 

sovereignty of God 
• We may never presume to dictate to Him 
• We are to exercise Christian patience, and keep on 

praying with “perseverance, waiting upon Him” 
– If God does not answer prayers in way desired 

• Not unkindness or lack of love on God’s part 
• Granting our requests as we asked may not really be for 

God’s glory and our own good 
• God may answer our prayer by withholding what we have 

asked Him for, either for a time or permanently
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WLC Q186

Q. What rule has God given for our 
direction in the duty of prayer? 
A. The whole Word of God is of use to 
direct us in the duty of prayer; but the 
special rule of direction is that form of 
prayer which our Savior Christ taught his 
disciples, commonly called the Lord's 
Prayer.



WLC Q186
• Scripture References: 

– 1 John 5:14 
• Whole Word of God is of use to direct us in the duty of 

prayer 
– Matthew 6:9-13, Luke 11:2-4 

• Prayer Christ taught His disciples, commonly called 
“The Lord’s Prayer”



WLC Q186
• Why do we need a rule for our direction in the 

duty of prayer?  
– Fall into sin has so affected our hearts and minds we 

could never pray aright without God-given rule 
• Need to know the truth about God, ourselves and how we 

can be reconciled to God 
• Need special knowledge about prayer, without which our 

prayers would inevitably be ignorant and wrong 

• What is source of knowledge to pray aright?  
– Bible is only adequate source of this knowledge 

• God’s revelation in nature is not sufficient to guide us in 
prayer, nor suited to our need as sinful human beings 

• Those without light of Scripture, but only the light of nature, 
invariably pray ignorantly and wrongly



WLC Q186
• In what three ways does the Bible serve as 

our rule for direction in prayer?  
– Teachings of the Bible in general 

• Sum total of teachings on God, man, salvation and duty 
• Since these teachings concern our relation to God, they 

have a bearing on the subject of prayer  
– Teachings of Bible on specific subject of prayer 

• Many portions of OT and especially NT that deal directly 
with the special subject of prayer 

• From these we are to learn how we should pray 
– Form of prayer which Christ taught His disciples, 

commonly called “The Lord’s Prayer” 
• Bible’s teachings on prayer presented in concrete form 
• Embodies what the Bible teaches about prayer



WLC Q186

• Is “The Lord’s Prayer” really the Lord’s 
prayer?  
– No. It is the prayer our Lord taught His disciples 
– It neither was nor could be our Lord’s own prayer 

• Petition for forgiveness implies a consciousness of guilt 
and sinfulness which He did not have 

– NT records certain prayers Jesus actually prayed 
• Longest is in John chapter 17 
• No consciousness of sin, and no petition for forgiveness 

– “The Lord’s Prayer” has been called by this name 
so long it would be difficult to change its name 

• May continue to call it by that name 
• But should realize that Jesus Himself never prayed this 

prayer as a personal prayer



WLC Q187

Q. How is the Lord's Prayer to be used? 
A. The Lord's Prayer is not only for 
direction, as a pattern, according to which 
we are to make other prayers; but may 
also be used as a prayer, so that it be done 
with understanding, faith, reverence, and 
other graces necessary to the right 
performance of the duty of prayer.



WLC Q187
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 6:9 
• Lord’s Prayer is to be used as a pattern or model for 

making our own prayers 
– Luke 11:2 

• Lord’s Prayer may properly be used as a prayer 
– 1 Corinthians 14:15 

• Lord’s prayer is to be used with understanding 
– Hebrews 11:6 

• Lord’s Prayer is to be used with faith



WLC Q187
• How may Lord’s Prayer properly be used?  

– Either by itself, or in connection with a prayer framed 
by ourselves 

• With provision “that it be done with understanding, faith, 
reverence, and other graces necessary to the right 
performance of the duty of prayer” 

• Avoid great danger of merely mechanical & formal use 

• How has it sometimes been misused?  
– Used in a merely mechanical and formal manner 

• Those who see merit in repeating the words of the Lord’s 
Prayer over and over, fifty or a hundred times 

– Do not understand its real nature and proper use 
• Many who avoid this extreme error, use it in mechanical or 

irreverent manner 
– Repeat words hastily without thinking of meaning & importance



WLC Q188

Q. Of how many parts does the Lord's 
Prayer consist? 
A. The Lord's Prayer consists of three 
parts; a preface, petitions, and a 
conclusion.



WLC Q189
Q. What does the preface of the Lord's Prayer 
teach us? 
A. The preface of the Lord's Prayer (contained 
in these words, Our Father which art in 
heaven), teaches us, when we pray, to draw 
near to God with confidence of his fatherly 
goodness, and our interest therein; with 
reverence, and all other childlike dispositions, 
heavenly affections, and due apprehensions 
of his sovereign power, majesty, and gracious 
condescension: as also, to pray with and for 
others.



WLC Q189
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 6:9 
• Preface of the Lord’s Prayer 

– Luke 11:13, Romans 8:15 
• To approach God with confidence in His fatherly 

goodness 
– Isaiah 64:9 

• To approach God with reverent attitude, as His children 
– Psalm 123:1, Lamentations 3:41 

• We are to pray with heavenly affections 
– Isaiah 63:15-16, Nehemiah 1:4-6 

• We are to pray realizing God’s sovereign power, majesty 
and gracious condescension 

– Acts 12:5, Matthew 18:19, James 5:16-18 
• We are to pray with and for others



WLC Q189
• What lessons can we learn from divisions of 

the Lord’s Prayer?  
– Our own prayers should be similarly composed 

• Order and progress in our prayers; should not have 
everything thrown together and mixed up without order or 
arrangement 

• Should have an introduction or “preface”, recognizing God’s 
infinite majesty and greatness 

– Should not rush into God’s holy presence and begin to talk about 
our personal needs, without first addressing Him in reverent and 
worthy manner 

• Petitions of our prayers ought to be properly arranged 
– Those dealing with God. His honor and glory, His kingdom, etc., 

should come first 
– Those dealing with ourselves, our needs and desires, etc., should 

come afterwards 
• Our prayers should have a fitting conclusion



WLC Q189
• What two main ideas are taught in the 

preface of the Lord’s Prayer?  
– Truth that God is the Father of His people 
– Truth that God and His people are not equals 

• God exists far above His people, in the majesty and glory 
of heaven 

• Who can rightly call God “Father”?  
– Only Christians, who have been reconciled to God 

through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ 
• John 14:6, “no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” 
• Non-Christians have no right to use the Lord’s Prayer 
• Encouraging non-Christians to use Lord’s Prayer 

encourages them in sinful delusion 
– Makes them think they are children of God when really are not



WLC Q189
• Are not all human beings children of God?  

– All are children of God in the natural sense 
• They are God’s creatures and He is their Creator 

– Bible mostly speaks of “Father” and “children” in 
religious sense 

• Special religious relationship between God and people 
• Some are children of God; rest are children of the devil 

• What attitude should Christians have toward 
their heavenly Father?  
– Confidence in His fatherly goodness, and their 

interest therein 
• “Interest” means share of benefits of God’s goodness 
• Realize our heavenly Father loves us and cares for us 
• Not vain or useless to approach His throne in prayer



WLC Q189
• What is meant by “heavenly affections”?  

– Affections directed towards heaven, where God dwells 
in majesty and glory 

• Separate thoughts for time from common preoccupation with our 
own earthly concerns, and to think of heaven 

• Of God’s greatness, glory, power, and wisdom 

• What is “due apprehensions of his sovereign 
power, majesty and gracious condescension”? 
– Realizing and feeling these truths as we should, and 

acting accordingly 
• God’s gracious condescension is voluntarily doing for us 

what He is not under any obligation or necessity to do 
• In approaching God in prayer, we must keep these truths 

about God in mind, if we would pray aright



WLC Q189

• What can we learn from the plural pronoun 
“our” in “Our Father which art in heaven”?  
– We are to pray with and for others 

• Prayer is not only an individual matter 
– Each individual Christian is part of a great 

organism, the invisible Church, or body of Christ 
• Each Christian is related to other members of this 

spiritual organism 
• Each must have a concern for the welfare of the others 

– God’s relation to us as Father is shared with all 
other Christians 

• Therefore we should also pray with and for others, as 
occasion may require and opportunity may exist 



WLC Q190
Q. What do we pray for in the first petition? 
A. In the first petition (which is, Hallowed be thy name), 
acknowledging the utter inability and indisposition that 
is in ourselves and all men to honor God aright, we pray, 
that God would by his grace enable and incline us and 
others to know, to acknowledge, and highly to esteem 
him, his titles, attributes, ordinances, Word, works, and: 
Whatsoever he is pleased to make himself known by; 
and to glorify him in thought, word, and deed: that he 
would prevent and remove atheism, ignorance, idolatry, 
profaneness, and: Whatsoever is dishonorable to him; 
and, by his overruling providence, direct and dispose of 
all things to his own glory.



WLC Q190
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 6:9, Luke 11:2 
• The first petition of the Lord’s Prayer 

– 2 Cor 3:5, Psalm 51:15 
• No man of himself can honor God aright 

– Psalm 67:2-3, 8:1-9, 83:18, 86:10-15, 138:1-3, 145:1-10, 
147:19-20; 2Cor 2:14-15; 2Thess 3:1 

• God would enable & incline men to know & praise Him 
– Psalm 19:14, 103:1; Phil 1:9,11 

• Pray that God would enable and incline us and others to glorify 
Him in thought, word and deed 

– 2Kings 19:15-16; Psa 67:1-4, 74:18,22-23, 97:7;  
Eph 1:17-18 

• God would prevent and remove whatever dishonors Him 
– 2Chron 20:6,10-12; Psa 83:1-5, 13-18, 140:4,8 

• God’s providence would direct all things to His glory



WLC Q190

• What does “hallowed” mean?  
– It means “regarded and treated as holy” 

• For God’s name to be hallowed means for all God’s 
revelation of Himself to be regarded and treated as holy 

• God’s “name” means all ways by which God is known 

• Whose duty is it to hallow God’s name?  
– All His rational creatures, that is, angels and men 
– But especially it is the duty of His saints, whom He 

has redeemed from sin and death 
• Besides being their Creator, God is their Redeemer 
• They have been bought with a price, to serve and honor 

God



WLC Q191

Q. What do we pray for in the second 
petition? 
A. In the second petition (which is, Thy 
kingdom come), acknowledging ourselves 
and all mankind to be by nature under the 
dominion of sin and Satan, we pray, that 
the kingdom of sin and Satan may be 
destroyed, the gospel propagated 
throughout the world, the Jews called, the 
fulness of the Gentiles brought in; …



WLC Q191
• Scripture References: 

– Eph 2:2-3 
• All mankind are by nature under Satan’s dominion 

– Psalm 68:1,18; Rev 12:10-11; Deut 33:27; 
1 John 3:8 

• Satan’s kingdom will be destroyed, for which we should 
pray 

– 2 Thess 3:1 
• We are to pray for the propagation of the Gospel 

– Romans 10:1 
• We are to pray for the salvation of the Jews 

– John 17:9,20; Romans 11:25-26; Psalm 67:1-7; Matt 
28:18-20 

• We should pray for the salvation of God’s elect among the 
Gentiles



WLC Q191
• Why does the Catechism say that “by 

nature” we are enslaved to sin?  
– Sinfulness not merely matter of bad habits, or result 

of environment, but part of our nature 
• Born with sinful nature, slaves to sin, until Christ sets us 

free from its power  

• What is the kingdom of Satan?  
– Everything in the universe contrary to will of God  

• Satan, the chief of the fallen angels, became king of the 
kingdom of evil when he fell from his original holiness 

• Sin is not a natural force like gravity or electricity 
– Committed by persons; kingdom of sin is kingdom of sinful 

persons— evil spirits and human beings — under control of the 
supremely evil person called “Satan”



WLC Q191
• How can Satan exercise power as a king?  

– Only by the permission of God 
• All of Satan’s activities are strictly controlled by God 
• In His wisdom, Satan permitted certain power and to do certain 

things; cannot go beyond what God has permitted 
• Satan’s kingdom is temporary only and is doomed to total 

destruction 

• How is Satan’s kingdom destroyed?  
– By the work of Christ, the Son of God, who came to 

destroy the works of the devil  
• Many deceived that progress of civilization, education and 

culture, science and invention, can destroy it  
• Worldly, or merely human methods cannot accomplish 

anything toward destroying Satan’s kingdom 
• Completely & forever destroyed at Christ’s 2nd coming



WLC Q191
• What does the Catechism mean by praying 

that the Jews may be called?  
– Effectually called and converted to Christ 

• Rom 10:1, Paul prays for salvation of Israel 
• Rom 11:13-27, in future many Jews will come to Christ 

• Why should we pray that “the fulness of the 
Gentiles” will be brought in?  
– Salvation of the great company of God’s elect of all 

nations throughout the world, except the Jews 
• God is glorified in salvation of every race and nation 
• Sooner brought in, the sooner the Jews will have their 

blindness removed and turn to Christ 
• Sooner all God’s elect are saved, sooner Christ comes to 

deliver elect from sin & suffering, & give eternal glory 



WLC Q191
Q. What do we pray for in the second petition? 
A…. the church furnished with all gospel officers and 
ordinances, purged from corruption, countenanced 
and maintained by the civil magistrate: that the 
ordinances of Christ may be purely dispensed, and 
made effectual to the converting of those that are yet 
in their sins, and the confirming, comforting, and 
building up of those that are already converted: that 
Christ would rule in our hearts here, and hasten the 
time of his second coming, and our reigning with him 
forever: and that he would be pleased so to exercise 
the kingdom of his power in all the world, as may 
best conduce to these ends.



WLC Q191
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 9:38, 2 Thess 3:1 
• Church may be furnished with officers and ordinances 

– Mal 1:11, Zeph 3:9 
• Pray that the Church may be purified from corruption 

– 1 Tim 2:1-2 
• Church may be countenanced by the civil magistrate 

– Acts 4:29-30; Eph 6:18-19; Rom 15:29-30,32;  
2 Thess 1:11, 2:16-17 

• Ordinances Christ purely and effectually dispensed 
– Eph 3:14-20 

• Christ would reign in our hearts while in this world 
– Rev 22:20 

• Christ hasten second coming, and reigning  
– Isa 64:1-2, Rev 4:8-11 

• Christ’s kingdom of grace hastens kingdom of glory



WLC Q191
• Why should we pray Church be “furnished 

with all gospel officers and ordinances”?  
– Dependent for their effectiveness on the special work 

of the Holy Spirit 
• Spirit calls and equips men to be officers of the Gospel 
• Provides and makes effective ordinances of preaching Gospel, 

administration of sacraments, exercise of discipline 

• Why does the Church need to be “purged from 
corruption”?  
– Church ought not need be purified from corruption 

• Always retrograde tendencies at work, which corrupt 
doctrine, worship, government and discipline of Church 

• Must be on our guard against leaven of corruption 
• Pray that Church may be kept from it, and purged of it



WLC Q191
• How is the Church to be “countenanced 

and maintained by the civil magistrate”?  
– Security and enjoyment of rights and freedom 

• Did not equally apply to both true and false churches 
• Divines concept conflicts with US Constitution  
• Truly Christian nation would at least guarantee freedom 

and security of true Church in all its branches 

• What is meant by ordinances of Christ 
should be purely dispensed?  
– Preaching of Word of God, administration of 

sacraments, and exercise of Church discipline 
• Purely dispensed when according to Christ’s Word 
• Depends on Church’s membership really wanting it 

– Depends on special work of Holy Spirit in their hearts



WLC Q191
• Is it proper to pray that Christ’s second 

coming may be hastened?  
– Certainly, and we should be sure to (Rev 22:20) 

• Should not wish for before appointed time, when all 
God’s elect brought to saving knowledge of Christ 

• Pray that appointed time may be hastened 
• Wrong to desire postponement of kingdom of glory for 

the plans and activities of the Church in present age 
• Present world is preparation for eternal kingdom of God 

– Eternal may not be subordinated to the temporal 
• We are not only to desire our Lord’s second coming, but 

to pray that it may take place quickly
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WLC Q192
Q. What do we pray for in the third petition? 
A. In the third petition (which is, Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven), acknowledging, that by nature 
we and all men are not only utterly unable and unwilling 
to know and do the will of God, but prone to rebel 
against his Word, to repine and murmur against his 
providence, and wholly inclined to do the will of the 
flesh, and of the devil: we pray, that God would by his 
Spirit take away from ourselves and others all blindness, 
weakness, indisposedness, and perverseness of heart; 
and by his grace make us able and willing to know, do, 
and submit to his will in all things, with the like humility, 
cheerfulness, faithfulness, diligence, zeal, sincerity, and 
constancy, as the angels do in heaven.



WLC Q192
• Scripture References: 

– Matt 6:10 
• The third petition of the Lord’s Prayer 

– Rom 7:18, Job 21:14, 1 Cor 2:14 
• Inability and unwillingness to know and do God’s will 

– Rom 8:7, Ex 17:7, Num 14:2, Eph 2:2 
• Man tends to rebel against God and serve self & Satan 

– Eph 1:17-18, 3:16; Matt 26:40-41; Jer 31:18-19 
• Pray God would take away all that is contrary to His will  

– Psalm 119:1,8,35-36; Acts 21:14 
• God would make us able and willing to submit to His will  

– Mic 6:8; Psa 100:2, 103:20-21, 119:4-5,80,112; Job 1:21; 2 
Sam 15:25-26; Isa 6:2-3, 38:3; Rom 12:11; Matt 18:10 

• God would make us able and willing to know, do and submit 
to His will as truly and fully as angels do



WLC Q192

• In what senses does Bible speak of God’s 
will?  
– Revealed or preceptive will of God 

• Rule of duty He has given to man (e.g., John 7:17)  
• Standard of man’s moral obligation 

– Secret or decretive will of God 
• God’s counsel or decrees, by which He has 

foreordained all that comes to pass (e.g., 1 Peter 4:19) 
• Not a rule of human duty, and cannot be known by man 

except as it unfolds in the events of God’s providence 
• Some parts revealed in the prophecies of the Bible



WLC Q192
• In what sense does the Lord’s Prayer speak of 

the will of God?  
– Both to revealed will and to secret will of God 

• We are to know and do the revealed will of God 
– Obey Ten Commandments, to love God and our neighbor, etc. 

• We are to submit cheerfully to the secret will of God 
– Endure suffering, disappointments, hardships, bereavements, etc., 

patiently and without murmuring or rebelling against God 

• Why are men by nature unwilling and unable to 
know and do the will of God?  
– Sinful state of mind and heart by man’s fall into sin 

• New birth by power of Holy Spirit is God’s only remedy  
• Reason, science or philosophy can never know God’s will 
• “Thy will be done”, implies, first of all, a prayer for special work 

of Holy Spirit in human minds and hearts



WLC Q192
• How is God’s will done in heaven?  

– By holy angels and saints that have departed and 
been made perfect in holiness (Heb. 12:23) 

• In heaven, God’s will is done perfectly 
• Doing God’s will perfectly means doing exactly what God 

requires, with perfect attitudes and motives  
– “Humility, cheerfulness, faithfulness, diligence, zeal, sincerity and constancy” 

• In heaven there is no sin or temptation to interfere with the 
perfect doing of God’s will 

• Is it possible to do God’s will on earth as 
perfectly as the angels do in heaven?  
– No. But is our duty and ideal we should strive for 

• God requires perfect conformity to His revealed will 
• Not only our destiny in life to come; duty in present life 
• Must always strive toward a greater attainment of it



WLC Q193
Q. What do we pray for in the fourth petition? 
A. In the fourth petition (which is, Give us this day our daily 
bread), acknowledging, that in Adam, and by our own sin, we 
have forfeited our right to all the outward blessings of this life, 
and deserve to be wholly deprived of them by God, and to 
have them cursed to us in the use of them; and that neither 
they of themselves are able to sustain us, nor we to merit, or 
by our own industry to procure them; but prone to desire, get, 
and use them unlawfully: we pray for ourselves and others, 
that both they and we, waiting upon the providence of God 
from day to day in the use of lawful means, may, of his free 
gift, and as to his fatherly wisdom shall seem best, enjoy a 
competent portion of them; and have the same continued and 
blessed unto us in our holy and comfortable use of them, and 
contentment in them; and be kept from all things that are 
contrary to our temporal support and comfort.



WLC Q193
• Scripture References: 

– Gen 2:17, 3:17; Rom 8:20-22; Jer 5:23; Deut 28:15-17 
• By  Adam’s and our own sin, we have forfeited the right to all 

blessings of this life 
– Deut 8:3 

• Outward blessings of themselves cannot sustain our life 
– Gen 32:10, Deut 8:17-18 

• Can not earn God’s blessings, or obtain them by own efforts 
– Jer 6:13, Mark 7:21-22, Hos 12:7, James 4:3 

• Tend to desire, get and use outward blessings of life unlawfully 
– Gen 43:12-14,28:20; Eph 4:28; 2Thess 3:11-12; Phil 4:6 

• Pray we may enjoy suitable portion of life’s outward blessings  
– 1 Tim 4:3-5; 6:6-8 

• Pray God will bless us in legitimate use of earthly blessings 
– Prov. 30:8-9 

• Pray we are preserved from all contrary to our true welfare



WLC Q193
• Is it true that all men have inalienable right to 

life, liberty and pursuit of happiness?  
– True only within the limited sphere of civil society  

• Right to these without unjust interference by fellow-men 
– Not rights in man’s relation to God 

• Whatever rights we might have had, forfeited by sin 
– Adam’s sin, imputed to all mankind, and our own sin  

• Man has no rights which God is bound to respect 

• Does God owe us happiness & prosperity?  
– No. What God owes every man is simply justice 

• For sinful man, means wrath, curse and condemnation 
• Thinking God owes us something better, fails to realize 

meaning of God’s righteousness and our sinfulness  
• Should be thankful God deals in grace as well as justice



WLC Q193

• Why can we not procure what we need by 
our own efforts?  
– Independence is vain delusion flattering to our 

sinful hearts 
• Our efforts are always dependent on God’s providence 

– Nothing independent of God; live, move, have being in Him 
• Nature is constantly dependent on God’s providence 

– May plant, but God provides rain and sunlight or no harvest 
• We must recognize that in every detail of our lives we 

are completely dependent on God



WLC Q193
• What is meant by “waiting upon the 

providence of God from day to day in the use 
of lawful means”?  
– Trust in God’s providence which controls our lives, not 

in our own powers or actions 
• God will give us blessings according to His own holy will in 

His own appointed time 
• We are to avoid both unbelief and impatience 

– While trusting God, we will not be lazy or inactive 
• If sick, trust God to make us well if it is His will to do so, but 

avail ourselves of best possible medical treatment  
• God’s providence doesn’t eliminate our own toil & effort 

– We will take care to use only LAWFUL means 
• We will not take matters in our own hands by breaking the 

moral law of God



WLC Q193
• What does “a competent portion” of earthly 

blessings mean?  
– Such a supply of earthly blessings as shall be for our 

true temporal and spiritual welfare 
• If God made us all millionaires, probably would not be for 

true welfare of most of them 
– In most cases dire poverty not be for their true welfare, either 

• Ideal is moderate, suitable portion of earthly prosperity 
– God gives some great wealth, but we should not seek it 

• Why should we pray for contentment in the 
use of God’s blessings?  
– Without contentment, we cannot really enjoy and 

appreciate the blessings of God 
• Lack of it turns blessings into temptations or curses



WLC Q194

Q. What do we pray for in the fifth 
petition? 
A. In the fifth petition (which is, Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors), 
acknowledging, that we and all others are 
guilty both of original and actual sin, and 
thereby become debtors to the justice of 
God; and that neither we, nor any other 
creature, can make the least satisfaction 
for that debt: …



WLC Q194
• Scripture References: 

– Matthew 6:12, Luke 11:4 
• The fifth petition of the Lord’s Prayer 

– Rom 3:9-22; Matt. 18:24-25; Psalm 130:3-4; 
Psalm 51:5; 1 John 1:8-10 

• We and all mankind are guilty before God, and wholly 
unable to satisfy His justice



WLC Q194

• What is Lord’s Prayer’s meaning of debts?  
– “Sins", as shown by parallel passage Luke 11:4 

• Not commercial debts (which could be satisfied by a 
money payment) but penal debts 

– Obligation to suffer punishment according to the justice of God 
• Correctly translated “debts” not “trespasses” 

– Brings out more clearly that we are debtors to justice of God



WLC Q194
• How is emphasis on guilt of sin neglected?  

– Emphasis on misery produced by sin, not guilt 
• Sin is regarded as a misfortune or calamity, rather than 

as something deserving blame and punishment 
– “Brokenness” 

• Sinners are to be pitied and consoled rather than judged 
and condemned  

– Confuse feeling of guilt with fact of guilt 
• If get rid of troublesome feeling of guilt, nothing to fear 
• Guilt remains guilt, regardless of whether we are 

unconscious of it, or obsessed by it  
– Real guilt is not mere subjective feeling, but an 

objective fact concerning person’s relation to God



WLC Q194

• What can we do to take away our guilt 
before God?  
– Absolutely nothing 

neither we, nor any other creature, can make the least 
satisfaction for that debt 

– If we lived absolutely perfect life starting 
tomorrow… 

• That would be no more than our duty, and could not 
avail to cancel the guilt of any of our past sins 

• Impossible--We are morally bankrupt, totally debtors to 
the righteous judgment of God, and unable of ourselves 
to pay any part of the debt 

– Our guilt before God can be taken away only by 
the redemption of Jesus Christ



WLC Q194
Q. What do we pray for in the fifth petition? 
A. In the fifth petition (which is, Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors), … we pray 
for ourselves and others, that God of his free 
grace would, through the obedience and 
satisfaction of Christ, apprehended and 
applied by faith, acquit us both from the guilt 
and punishment of sin, accept us in his 
Beloved; continue his favor and grace to us, 
pardon our daily failings, and fill us with peace 
and joy, in giving us daily more and more 
assurance of forgiveness;…



WLC Q194
• Scripture References: 

– Romans 3:24-26, Hebrews 9:22 
• We pray that God would, through Christ’s redemption, 

acquit us from the guilt and penalty of sin 
– Ephesians 1:6-7 

• We pray that God would accept us in His Beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

– 2 Peter 1:2, Hosea 14:2, Jeremiah 14:7 
• We pray that God would continue His grace toward us, 

and pardon our daily failings 
– Romans 15:13, Psalm 51:7-12 

• We pray that God would fill us with peace and joy, by a 
daily increasing assurance of His forgiveness.



WLC Q194
• What is meant by God’s free grace?  

– Undeserved love and favor of God given to 
sinners by God’s own good pleasure 

• True basis of forgiveness of our sins and our salvation  
• We are to come to God praying for forgiveness, not on 

the basis of our own character, good works, good 
resolutions, nor even on the basis of our own faith, but 
only on the basis of God’s own free grace  

• How is God’s free grace given to sinners?  
– “Through the obedience and satisfaction of Christ” 

• Free grace of God is the SOURCE of forgiveness 
• Finished work of Christ is the GROUND of forgiveness 
• Faith is the MEANS by which forgiveness is obtained



WLC Q194
• Why does the Catechism mention both the 

obedience and the satisfaction of Christ?  
– Both are essential to His saving work for sinners 
– “Obedience” of Christ is His active obedience 

• Perfect keeping of God’s law; perfect righteousness 
which can be imputed or credited to sinners 

– “Satisfaction” of Christ is His passive obedience 
• Sufferings and death as sacrifice to atone for His 

people’s sins , so they could be forgiven & sins canceled 
– Christ both lived (to give them righteousness) and 

died (to cancel their guilt) for His people



WLC Q194
• Why does God acquit us “both from the guilt 

and punishment of sin”?  
– Guilt means debt to God’s justice, and involves 

obligation to suffer punishment 
• Christ’s redemption saves us from both 

– Guilt was laid upon Him; He suffered punishment in our place 
– Many think of salvation only as deliverance from the 

punishment of sin 
• It is first of all a matter of deliverance from guilt of sin 
• Many are afraid of going to hell, who are not at all 

concerned that they are guilty before God 
– Almost everybody wants to be saved from hell, but only the born-

again Christian really wants to be saved from his guilt 
– True Christian repentance is sorry for guilt of sin; 

false repentance is sorry only about penalty of sin



WLC Q194

• What effect does the forgiveness of sin 
produce in a person's consciousness?  
– Experience of peace and joy and an increasing 

assurance of forgiveness and salvation 
• This peace, joy and assurance are wrought in the heart 

by the Holy Spirit 
• Since they are not given to all in equal measure, nor to 

the same person at all times in the same degree, it is 
proper that we should pray for the bestowal and 
increase of these blessings in our hearts



WLC Q194

Q. What do we pray for in the fifth 
petition? 
A. In the fifth petition (which is, Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors), … 
we pray … that God of his free grace 
would…acquit us both from the guilt and 
punishment of sin,…which we are the 
rather emboldened to ask, and 
encouraged to expect, when we have this 
testimony in ourselves, that we from the 
heart forgive others their offenses.



WLC Q194
• Scripture References: 

– Luke 11:4; Matthew 6:14-15; Matthew 18:35 
• Our heavenly Father requires of His children a sincere 

readiness to forgive others their offences against 
them. 



WLC Q194

• What is the true interpretation of the 
phrase “as we forgive our debtors”?  
– Readiness to forgive others is an evidence of the 

gracious working of God’s Holy Spirit in our hearts 
• Evidence that we have been reconciled to God and that 

we have a true, saving faith in Jesus Christ 
• When privileged with this boldness and assurance, we 

can come to God as children to a Father 
• Can confess our daily sins with full confidence they will 

be forgiven 
• He will treat us as His children and not as His enemies
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WLC Q195

Q. What do we pray for in the sixth petition? 
A. In the sixth petition (which is, And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil), 
acknowledging, that the most wise, 
righteous, and gracious God, for divers holy 
and just ends, may so order things, that we 
may be assaulted, foiled, and for a time led 
captive by temptations; that Satan, the 
world, and the flesh, are ready powerfully to 
draw us aside, and ensnare us; …



WLC Q195
• Scripture References: 

– Matt 6:13, Luke 11:4 
• The sixth petition of the Lord’s Prayer 

– 2 Chron 32:31; Judges 2:21-22; Deut 4:34, 7:19; Job 
1:12, 2:6; Acts 20:19; Jam 1:2-3; Heb 11:37 

• For His own wise and holy purposes, God sometimes 
permits us to be tempted by and yield to evil, for a time 

– 1 Chron 21:1; Job 1:6-12, 2:1-7; Zech 3:1;  
Mark 4:15; Luke 22:31; 2 Cor 2:11, 12:7 

• Assaults of Satan upon God’s children 
– Luke 21:34, Mark 4:19, Jam 4:4, 1John 2:15-17, Rev 

18:4 
• World, Satan’s ally, is ready to draw Christian into sin 

– James 1:14; Gal 5:17; Rom 7:18; 8:12-13 
• Flesh, as Satan’s ally, is ready to lead us into sin



WLC Q195

• What great problem is involved in the 
subject of evil and temptation?  
– The problem of the relation of God to evil 

• How can a good and holy God permit evil to originate 
and exist in His creation? 

– This problem cannot be wholly solved 
• Bible does not reveal the solution of it, except in part 
• Our finite and sin-clouded minds are unable to give a 

full and final answer to the question 
• We can only accept what the Bible tells us  
• Full solution is one of the secret things which God has 

reserved to Himself



WLC Q195

• What wrong solutions of this problem have 
been attempted?  
– Dualism--God and Satan, are both eternal 

• In conflict with each other from all eternity  
• Only God has existed from all eternity; Satan is created 

– Limited God would like to prevent and restrain evil, 
but finds he lacks the power to do so 

• God is doing the best He can, but His power is limited 
• Not possible for Him to cope adequately with evil forces 
• Almighty God is infinite in being and all His attributes; 

nothing He chooses to do is too hard to accomplish 
• Limited God still fails to explain how evil originated



WLC Q195

• What light does the Bible shed on this 
problem of the relation of God to evil?  
– Only God has existed eternally 

• All creation owes its existence to His work (Gen 1:1) 
– Universe created wholly good 

• Free from both physical and moral evil (Gen 1:31) 
• Evil originated subsequent to creation, beginning with 

some angels’ fall from holiness (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6) 
• Satan introduced evil into man by seducing Eve (Gen 

3:1-6); Adam’s sin made sin universal (Rom 5:12) 
• Fall of angels & man were permitted and foreordained 

by God (Eph 1:11; Psalm 33:11, 115:3; Dan 4:35)



WLC Q195

• What light does the Bible shed on this 
problem of the relation of God to evil?  
– Responsibility for origin and continuance of evil 

rests wholly upon fallen angels and man 
• Not at all upon God (Psalm 25:8; 1 John 1:5) 

– God’s reason for permitting evil was His purpose 
to order it to His own glory in the end 

• (Rom 11:32; Job 1:12, 2:6, 42:10-17)



WLC Q195
• What aspects of this problem does the 

Bible leave unexplained?  
– How evil could originate in beings wholly good 

• As Satan and all the angels were when created 
– How Satan could succeed in leading our first 

parents into sin 
• When there was no evil in their nature to appeal to 

– How God could permit and foreordain evil without 
Himself becoming responsible for its sinfulness 

– These are mysteries which baffle our minds 
• We simply do not know the answers 
• Denying these facts, plunges into destructive heresies 
• There is a point at which a reverent ignorance, rather 

than irreverent speculation and theorizing, becomes us 



WLC Q195
• Is it right to blame temptations on God?  

– God does not Himself tempt any person (Jam 
1:13-14) 

• Blaming temptations on God is wicked and irreverent 
• Also wrong to suppose God has nothing whatever to do 

with the temptations that we experience 
• While God does not Himself tempt us, God, for His own 

purposes, “may so order things” that we are tempted 
• Reject atheistic notion that “things” exist or occur apart 

from foreordination and providential control of God 
– When we meet with temptation, we should realize 

• Not God that is tempting, but Satan, sinful heart or both  
• Temptations foreordained by God as part of His plan 
• God permits temptations for His own wise purposes 



WLC Q195
• Who is Satan?  

– Satan is the chief of the fallen angels 
• “Satan” means “adversary” or ‘‘one who opposes” 
• “Deceives the whole world” (Eph. 2:2; Rev. 12:9) 
• Very crafty, intelligent and powerful, yet always strictly 

under the control of God (Job 1:12; 2:6; Matt. 4:10,11) 

• What false beliefs of Satan are common?  
– Satan has no real, personal existence 

• Merely personification of evil forces in universe & soul 
• Highly satisfactory to Satan himself, can do his work all 

the better when his objective existence is denied 
• Bible speaks of Satan and evil spirits with utmost realism 
• Satan is definite person, not mere personification of idea 
• Demon possession is objectively real and distinguished 

from ordinary insanity and bodily sickness (Matt 4:24) 



WLC Q195

• What is meant by “world” as Satan’s ally?  
– “World” is used in the Bible with various meanings 

• God’s creation & property (Psa 24:1; 1 Cor 3:22, 7:31) 
• Satan’s kingdom in the world, the sum total of all in the 

world that is against God. (1 John 2:13-17) 
• Legitimate, innocent things are Satan’s allies when we 

are too attached to them, and love them more than God 
– Such as science, art, literature, sports, social fellowship… 

• Other things are always Satan's allies 
– World of sinful pride, lusts and pleasures 

• Satan is very intelligent and he knows just how to 
appeal to a person to try to draw him away from God 

– In each case Satan seeks to use “the world" as an ally



WLC Q195

• What is meant by “flesh" as Satan’s ally?  
– When used in Bible in bad sense, does not mean 

the body, but whole sinful nature of fallen man 
• Christian is “not in the flesh”, but some “flesh” remains 

in the Christian throughout the present life (Rom. 8:9)  
• Remaining corruption gives Satan something to appeal 

to in seeking to tempt the Christian to sin



WLC Q195
Q. What do we pray for in the sixth petition? 
A. In the sixth petition (which is, And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil), 
acknowledging, …and that we, even after the 
pardon of our sins, by reason of our corruption, 
weakness, and want of watchfulness, are not 
only subject to be tempted, and forward to 
expose ourselves unto temptations, but also of 
ourselves unable and unwilling to resist them, to 
recover out of them, and to improve them; and 
worthy to be left under the power of them:…



WLC Q195
• Scripture References: 

– Gal 5:17; Matt 26:41, 69-72; Gal 2:11-14;  
2 Chron 18:3 compared with 2 Chron 19:2 

• Because of remaining corruption of nature, etc., even 
true Christians are not only subject to temptation but 
sometimes reckless in exposing themselves to it 

– Rom 7:23-24, 1 Chron 21:1-4, 2 Chron 10:7-10 
• We are unable of ourselves to resist, recover out of, 

and improve our temptations  
– Psalm 81:11-12 

• We justly deserve to be left under our temptations’ 
power



WLC Q195
• Why are Christians subject to temptation?  

– “Corruption, weakness, and want of watchfulness” 
• From remaining corruption of nature & “flesh” which is in 

process of being sanctified 

• What is meant by improving temptations?  
– To benefit from them in some way 

• Learning the lessons that they can teach us 
• Being humbled by them 
• Resolving to be more watchful in the future 
• Praying to God for increased grace to resist the devil 

– Every temptation of a Christian is permitted in the 
wisdom and love of God for a good purpose 

• We are to discern, so far as possible, what purpose is, and 
learn the spiritual lessons involved accordingly



WLC Q195
Q. What do we pray for in the sixth 
petition? 
A. In the sixth petition (which is, And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil), …we pray, that God would so overrule 
the world and all in it, subdue the flesh, and 
restrain Satan, order all things, bestow and 
bless all means of grace, and quicken us to 
watchfulness in the use of them, that we 
and all his people may by his providence 
be kept from being tempted to sin; …



WLC Q195
• Scripture References: 

– John 17:15; Psalm 51:10, 119:133; 2 Cor 12:7-8; 
1 Cor 10:12-13 

• Pray God would overrule the world, subdue the flesh, 
restrain Satan and order all things so we may be kept 
from being tempted 

– Heb 13:20-21, Matt 26:41, Psalm 19:13 
• Pray God would bless the means of grace, enable us 

to use them aright, that we may be kept from 
temptation to sin



WLC Q195

• How does God overrule the world for the 
benefit of His people?  
– By His providential control  

• Makes all things work for His own glory and eventual 
good of His people 

• Even the acts of Satan and of wicked men 

• How does God restrain Satan?  
– By His almighty power which even Satan is 

compelled to recognize and obey 
• Satan is a finite, created spirit, and as such is totally 

subject to the control of God



WLC Q195

• How does God use means of grace to keep 
temptation from overcoming His people?  
– Means of grace are Word, sacraments and prayer 

• Appointed means for sinners’ conversion & sanctification 
– Brings elect in contact with the visible Church which proclaims 

the Gospel and dispenses the sacraments.  
– Holy Spirit inclines the heart to use these means of grace, and 

to use them aright 
– Holy Spirit’s supernatural work in person's soul accompanies 

right use of means of grace so they are effectual to intended 
purpose 

• This right use of the means of grace, thus accompanied 
by the inward work of the Holy Spirit 

– Keeps the Christian in a Spiritual state in which temptation 
cannot easily appeal to him, or gain a lodgement in the heart



WLC Q195
Q. What do we pray for in the sixth petition? 
A. In the sixth petition (which is, And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil), 
… we pray … if tempted, that by his Spirit we 
may be powerfully supported and enabled to 
stand in the hour of temptation: or when fallen, 
raised again and recovered out of it, and have 
a sanctified use and improvement thereof: that 
our sanctification and salvation may be 
perfected, Satan trodden under our feet, and 
we fully freed from sin, temptation, and all evil, 
forever.



WLC Q195
• Scripture References: 

– Eph 3:14-17, 1 Thess 3:13, Jude 24 
• Pray Holy Spirit would support us and keep us from 

falling when we are tempted 
– Psalm 51:12; 1 Pet 5:8-10; 2 Cor 13:7,9 

• Pray when we have yielded to temptation, God would 
raise us up again and experience might be used for 
our sanctification 

– Rom 16:20, Zech 3:2, Luke 22:31-32 
• Pray God would give us victory over Satan’s assaults 

– John 17:15, 1 Thess 5:23 
• Pray for our final and complete redemption from all sin 

and evil



WLC Q195
• Why does God not always keep us from being 

tempted, or falling when tempted?  
– For His own wise and proper reasons 

• God sometimes allows His children to be tempted, and even 
to fall under the assaults of temptation 

– Should not become too proud and self-confident by constant freedom 
from conflict with sin or success in striving against it 

– May be many other special reasons known only to God 

• When will sanctification and salvation be 
perfected?  
– Not until we enter state of glory 

• However we are to experience constant progress toward ideal of 
perfection throughout our Christian life  

• Faithful resistance & “sanctified use and improvement thereof” will 
deepen spiritual life & increase progress in holiness



WLC Q195
• What is meant by Satan being trodden under 

our feet?  
– Special and significant where Satan is remarkably 

defeated and his evil designs frustrated 
• Victories given to the saints by the grace of God 

• Why should we have confidence in praying 
that we shall be “fully freed from sin, 
temptation, and all evil, forever"?  
– God is a covenant-keeping God and completes good 

work which he has begun in the Christian 
     The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, 
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands. (Psalm 138:8) 
     I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (Phil 1:6)



WLC Q196
Q. What does the conclusion of the Lord's Prayer teach 
us? 
A. The conclusion of the Lord's Prayer (which is, For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.), teaches us to enforce our petitions with 
arguments, which are to be taken, not from any 
worthiness in ourselves, or in any other creature, but 
from God; and with our prayers to join praises, 
ascribing to God alone eternal sovereignty, 
omnipotency, and glorious excellency; in regard 
whereof, as he is able and willing to help us, so we by 
faith are emboldened to plead with him that he would, 
and quietly to rely upon him, that he will fulfil our 
requests. And, to testify this our desire and assurance, 
we say, Amen.



WLC Q196
• Scripture References: 

– Matt 6:13 
• The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer 

– Rom 15:30; Dan 9:4, 7-9, 16-19 
• Proper in prayer to enforce our petitions with arguments based 

on God, not on ourselves or other creatures 
– Phil 4:6, 1 Chron 29:10-13 

• Our prayers should have praises, ascribing glory to God 
– Eph 3:20-21, Luke 11:13 

• God is both able and willing to help us 
– 2 Chron 20:6,11; 14:11 

• By faith we are encouraged to plead with God to help us, and to 
trust Him to answer our prayers 

– 1 Cor 14:16, Rev. 22:20-21 
• In testimony of desire and assurance of answer from God, we 

say “Amen” at the conclusion of our prayers



WLC Q196

• What special difficulty is involved in the 
conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer?  
– Question if conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer forms a 

part of the genuine text of the Scriptures 
• Lord’s Prayer is found in Matt 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4 
• Conclusion is not found in Luke 
• Does not occur in some Greek manuscripts of Matthew 

– Text basis for most modern translations 
– Regardless if it is part of genuine text of the Bible 

• Ideas in conclusion are all true and Scriptural, as the 
proof texts cited by the Catechism demonstrate 

• Everything in conclusion can be found taught 
somewhere in the Bible



WLC Q196
• Is it proper to enforce petitions with 

arguments as we plead with God in prayer?  
– Yes, it is exemplified by many prayers in the Bible  

• Prayers of Moses, David, Daniel and other OT 

• What kind of arguments should we use to 
enforce our petitions in pleading with God?  
– Should not be based on ourselves 

• Our character, earnestness, faith, good works, good 
intentions, or anything else about us or other creatures 

– Should be based on God 
• His love and mercy, covenant and promises, mighty 

deeds for His people in past times, the honor of His name 
in the world, etc



WLC Q196

• Why should we join praises to petitions?  
– Praise is an essential element of prayer 

• God is supremely worthy to be praised 
• No higher or nobler purpose for man than to praise God 

You awake us to delight in Your praise; for You made us for Yourself, and our 
heart is restless, until it repose in You.  -- Augustine’s “Confessions” 

• What is the meaning of the word “Amen”?  
– From Hebrew word meaning firm, faithful, truly 

• Word in Greek NT occurs 150 times, of which KJV 
translates 50 by amen and 100 by verily 

• Jesus in the Gospels frequently says “Verily” or “Verily, 
verily ...” 

• In each case the Greek word is “Amen”, meaning “truly”



WLC Q196
• Why do we close our prayers with “Amen”?  

– Show our sincere, real desire and confidence that 
God will hear and answer our prayers 

– God is the one who is able to help us 
• Possesses eternal sovereignty (the kingdom) 
• Possesses omnipotency (the power) 
• Possesses glorious excellency (the glory) 

– After pleading with Him to help us according to 
need, we are “quietly to rely upon him, that he will 
fulfil our requests” 

– “Amen" is like the signature of a letter, a token or 
evidence of our sincere belief and desire 

• Forms a fitting and properly solemn conclusion for our 
prayers, and is therefore an indication of reverence
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