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Helping Others Recognize Three Truths about God
Acts 17:16-34
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Introduction:
	A. Shawn on Vacation – Back Next week
	B. If you have your bibles – Acts 17 
C. John DeSantos Story - 

Transition: I tell you that story to illustrate that at times we may need to consider where people are at in the knowledge of God before we share with them.

A. Set the Scene:
1. In our story today, we are going to see that Paul had an audience that did not have a clear understanding of who God is. He started where they are
	2. Three truths are shared in this encounter.
	3. Where Paul has been – Thess & Berea
4. He comes to Athens – what Paul does (vs. 16-21)
	16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)

5 Babbling, Marketplace, Stoics and Epicureans – who they are.

6. So Paul sees a problem! There is a communication problem!




B. First Step: Help People Recognize that God is! (17:22-23)
22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.

1. Look Paul started where they were at! Religious – Good – I will show you who you worship!

2. Paul is saying God is! You are on track!
		a. The creation speaks of His existence.  Romans 1:19
		b. Psalm 19:1
c. Psalm 14:1 – talks about why there are atheists – selfish, power centered, perhaps epicurists at heart?
d. Romans 1:18-23 tell us the same thing. Why people may not understand/accept this.
3. But we need to help them try to grasp this by starting here perhaps!

C. Second Step: Help People Recognize Who God is! (17:24-29)
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’[a] As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’[b]
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 

	1. Creator (vs. 24a)
 24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth
		a. What the Epicurians – No Creator – Extensial

		b. Stoics – All is God – Pantheists

c. Paul affirms to them the God made the world and all things in it! That he is the First Cause!

d. Genesis 1:1; Psalm 146:5-6; Isaiah 40:28; Jeramiah 10:12; Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:16; Revelation 10:6.
Gen. 1:1 – In the beginning, God created the Heavens and the earth.

Psalm 146:5,6: 
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the Lord their God.
6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
    the sea, and everything in them—
    he remains faithful forever.

Ephesians 3:9 
9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 

Colossians 1:16 
16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.

 	2. Ruler –(vs 24b)
and does not live in temples built by human hands
		a. Ps. 24:1 – 
1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
    	the world, and all who live in it;

		b. Psalm 103:19 
19 The Lord has established his throne in heaven,
   		 and his kingdom rules over all.

c. Eph. 4:6 – One God and Father  of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
d. Col. 1:17 – He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

	3. Giver – (vs. 25)
25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else.

a. Psalm 104:14-15 – He makes the grass grow- he does it all

b. Romans 11:36 – From him are all things

c. James 1:17 – Every good an perfect gift

d. Matthew 6:33 – Seek First

4. Controller – (vs. 26)
26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.
a. Psalm 24:1-2 – The earth is the Lords and everything in it! (Again)

b. John 1:3 – Through Him all things were made

c. Col. 1:17b – in him all things hold together!

d. Nothing is out of his control – Job, Joseph, Moses, etc.

e. Not suggesting God delights in tragedy – Carr and Camp Fire – but they are a surprise to him! “Oh, I didn’t see that coming!”
	
	5. Revealer – (vs. 27-29)

. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill.

a. The previous four activities of God may move people to seek him!

b. This one can move them to seek! Spirit knocking!

c. Jer. 29:13 – seek me and find me when you

d. Rom. 2:14-15 – the sense that God is! The unknown God syndrome. God shaped void!

e. Romans 1:18 ff speak of the creation shouting this out!

f. Hebrews 11:6 – believes he exists and he rewards those who seek him!

D. Third Step: Recognizing What God Has Said! (17:30-31)
30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”

1. We are given assurance by the fact the Jesus is risen from the dead! Empty Tomb!

2. The first two steps do not give a saving faith. This one can, as it is not special revelation!

3. Acts 4:12 – There is no other name under heaven to be saved!

4. John 14:6 – I am the way….

5. 1 Cor. 15:1-34 – Resurrection Passage

6. God has also said the Judgement is coming – No relationship, no life! John 5:22-27 Judgment give to the son in the last days.

7. Sheep and the Goats – Matthew 25:31ff






E. The Responses that we might get: (vs. 32-34)
32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others.

	1. Sneer – Laughs – Foolish

	2. Let’s Talk more about it

	3. Positive Response


Conclusion – Worship Team to Come Forward

1. Help Others Recognize God Is

2. Help Others Recognize Who God Is

3. Help Others Recognize What God Has Said
