
SUPERIOR PRIESTHOOD PT. II 
A Better Salvation, A Better Hope  

Hebrews 7:11-19 
 
 
Welcome everyone! So glad to be here all together for another beautiful Sunday 
morning in our wonderful city! 


Thanks to Kevin Chez for preaching last Sunday, deeply appreciate his faithfulness to 
Jesus, as well as his leadership for our Tuesday night ministry, and his willingness to 
preach the Word of God in season and out of season.


Describe the drive up to Idyllwild. Winding through the mountains, several different 
vista points, each one seemingly more beautiful than the next. Until you arrive at the 
one which overlooks the whole Los Angeles valley, which rises up like a knife edge all 
the way up to the vista point…breathtaking, progressively more beautiful and stunning. 


This is the picture that the Writer is conveying about the superiority of Jesus in this 
chapter of Hebrews. 


No other book in the NT spends as much time describing Jesus’ priestly office as the 
Writer to Hebrews does. The view and vistas of Jesus that we get in this chapter are 
progressively more stunning and beautiful until it reaches it’s zenith at the end of 
chapter 7! 


It is appropriate that the Writer focuses so much on the priestly office of Jesus because 
the purpose of the letter is to encourage the Church to continue to hold fast the 
confidence and hope that they have in Christ. There is no other way to get salvation, 
transformation, and the hope of glory apart from Jesus Christ. His life, death, and 
resurrection are singularly sufficient to secure those for His people, and to be the life-
giving source of continued sanctification in our lives. His Spirit alone is that which can 
truly enable us to persevere in our lives of faith so that we prove to be His elect. His 
Scriptures are that which continue to be the anchor for our souls as we move through 
life, so that we are never separated from God in Christ Jesus. All of this is only possible 
because we have a High Priest, one who has been made like us in every respect, yet 
without sin, who can actually stand in our place before the righteous Judge, receive the 
wrath of God for our sin, and whose sinless perfection is given to us received by faith 
alone. 


Thus is makes sense that when seeking to encourage the believers to hold fast to their 
faith and not fall back into their old ways of living that he draws their attention to the 
High Priest of their confession, showing them His sufficiency and His superiority over 
all things. 
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Big Idea: Jesus Christ is the only one we must look to for salvation, continuing 
relationship with God, and finding help in our time of need.  

Hebrews 7:11-19 
Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the 
people received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to 
arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? 
For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as 
well. For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from 
which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended 
from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 

This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of 
Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement 
concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. For it is witnessed 
of him, 

“You are a priest forever, 
    after the order of Melchizedek.” 

For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and 
uselessness (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is 
introduced, through which we draw near to God. 

This is the Word of the LORD: 
THANKS BE TO GOD.


Better Salvation 

The Writer now turns his attention to a direct compare/contrast of the Levitical 
priesthood with Jesus’ priestly ministry. The whole role of a priest as we see it in the 
Bible, is that a priest represents the people to God. If a prophet is one who receives the 
word of God, and interprets that word to the people, the priest is the one who 
represents the people to God, offering up prays, right sacrifices, teaching about the 
Word, etc…


Thus, we see that the need for a priest arises due to our sin. The only reason we need 
someone to represent us to God is that we are separated from God due to our sin, and 
the judgement of God hangs over us because of sin. Thus, the need for someone to 
represent us rightly so that God’s wrath is appeased, and our sin is cleansed, or 
expiated, from us. 


The Writer starts his comparisons by taking a look at the nature of the salvation that is 
offered in both the Levitical system and the system of justification by faith in Jesus. 
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How shall I be saved?  

This is the big question which is on people’s minds. What can I do to save me from my 
sin? What can I do to make things right with God? If you aren’t at this place, you need 
to do some soul searching, for this is the big question which will inevitably lead you to 
either accepting or rejecting Christ. 


The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable 
deeds; there is none who does good… – Psalm 14:1 

It is foolish to think that there is no God, for there is ample proof from creation, from 
our design as human beings, and from our moral nature, that there is in fact a God, and 
that He is in fact the perfect, holy, judge of all! To deny this reality is to shut your eyes, 
ears, and heart off to reality and to live in a fantasy land which will only lead to your 
eternal damnation! 


But, for those of us who already know and believe in the God of creation, the question 
still remains, how shall I be saved? 


Through the law?  

This is the answer that the Jewish Christians would have been familiar with. They 
looked to the Law, and the system of external actions, to make them right with God. 


In the sense of the text, the perfection that the Writer is referring to is the legal 
perfection of a sinless life under the Law of Moses. This opens the discussion back up 
regarding the purpose of the Law in the life of the believer. This is a common topic 
which the Apostle Paul brings up over and over again in his letters, partly due to his 
familiarity with the Law, and his own experience with the Law in his personal life 
(Hebrew of Hebrews, Pharisee of Pharisees, etc..).


“though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he 
has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. – Philippians 3:4-6 

I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ 
died for no purpose. – Galatians 2:21 

Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been 
given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. – Galatians 
3:21 

But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus 
Christ might be given to those who believe. Now before faith came, we were held 
captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the 
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law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But 
now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are 
all sons of God, through faith. – Galatians 3:22-26 

What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the 
law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the 
law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness…The very commandment 
that promised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. So the law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy and righteous and good. Did that which is good, then, bring 
death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in 
order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become 
sinful beyond measure… – Romans 7:7-8,10-14 

The law was given to expose, draw out, the sin in us which is bound to our very nature. 
It was given to show the depth of our sin, and to condemn us for it. But also, to point 
us to One who could actually save, who could actually give us the righteousness of 
God, who could actually change our nature so that we becoming living beings, new 
creations, in Christ. The law says: there is no amount of good things that you do, think, 
say, or intend, which can ever make you right before God apart from Jesus. No matter 
how philanthropic you are, no matter how kind, generous, thoughtful, affectionate, you 
are, if it does not come from a place of genuine saving love for Christ, it is utterly 
worthless to God! God even describes these “righteous” things we do as “filthy 
garments” fit only to be burned. 


It is a rhetorical question that the Writer is asking, for the reader know the answer.


What is the big question that the Writer is asking in this verse?  

Why the need for another priest after the order of Melchizedek?  

The answer: because of the sovereign limitations of both the Law and the Levitical 
priesthood. These were forms and shadows for what the true Great High Priest would 
be and would do for all His people 


The Levitical priesthood was set up by the Lord in Exodus, the people received the 
Law from the Levitical priesthood. Yet, both were limited in their ability to actually 
redeem, or make righteous. 


So then, the next question which should be arising is: why, then the Levitical 
priesthood, and the Law?  

Answer: the Levitical priesthood was a living foreshadowing of what the Messiah would 
be. The sacrifices, the instruments, the furniture, the festivals, the feasts, the attire; all 
of it was given for the purpose of pointing to what Jesus would be and do for His 
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people. Each part was purposefully given to make a very clear line to the Christ. The 
Writer would elaborate much more on this topic in Chapter 9.


Answer: the Law was given in order to shut everyone up in sin, so that the 
righteousness of God might be received by faith, and not by works. It was to be the 
guide, or tutor, pointing us to the One who is the very righteousness of God, and who 
gives that righteousness to us, received by faith, so that all the glory might be given to 
God alone, and not to man.


God had to prepare us because living by God’s grace and faith in His Son is so much 
harder than simply trying to prove I am a good enough person. It is our natural bent to 
want to prove that I am good, rather than admitting that I am messed up and need 
someone to help save me. 


Through Faith in Jesus  

Why is the Writer speaking about a change in the priesthood, and a change in the 
law?  

What was the Law of Moses?  

“Do this and live”


What is the law of Christ?  

“Believe in Me and live” 


The priests mediate and instruct on the law they have received. 


The Levitical priesthood mediated based on the Mosaic Law, and instructed the people 
in the Law. However, Melchizedek mediated on a different kind of law: the law of 
righteousness through the gracious imputation of God’s righteousness received and 
imputed by faith. 


We see this in the way in which Melchizedek brought out the signs of the covenant, the 
bread and wine, to minister to Abraham, who received the promises of God. It was also 
instructive to Abraham regarding the way in which he was to relate with God because 
in the very next chapter is where we get the doctrine of imputation of righteousness 
based on faith through Abraham’s example


And he believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as righteousness. – Genesis 15:6 

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 
For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift 
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but as his due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness… – Romans 4:1-5 

One could say that the priesthood was changed when God gave the Law and the 
Levitical priesthood, yet this has come to an end with the arrival of Jesus, who is both 
the fulfillment of the Law and Levitical Priesthood, as well as the fulfillment of the first 
priesthood of Melchizedek, a priesthood based on the grace of God. 


Why is the Writer speaking about tribes and its relation to the priesthood?  

Because under the Law, the Levitical priesthood was a familial thing, only those who 
were descended from the tribe of Levi could serve as a priest, and especially high 
priest. Thus, the importance of the Jews of keeping well recorded genealogies, so that 
there was no dispute about who could serve as a priest or high priest, and so that they 
could more obediently follow the Law of God. 


In emphasizing the disconnect of Jesus from the tribe of Levi, the Writer is once again 
emphasizing the connection to the eternal priesthood of Melchizedek, who also did not 
come from the tribe of Levi, yet in a certain sense, the tribe of Levi submitted in 
advance to the authority and superiority of the Melchizedekian priesthood while in the 
loins of the their patriarch Abraham. Abraham represented all of the tribes of Israel in 
his dealing with Melchizedek. Consequently, Jesus represents all of His people before 
the throne of God, for we are in His heart, even before we are born, for since before the 
foundation of the world God had already chosen and determined those who would be 
His, and is working that out IRT here and now. 


…Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and blameless before Him. In love  He predestined us for adoption to Himself as 
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of His 
glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved. – Ephesians 4:4-6 

What is the basis, or justification, for Jesus’ priestly ministry?  

Not the legal requirement of bodily descent, but on the basis of His resurrection from 
the dead! “…by the power of an indestructible life…”


Jesus’ qualification is not on His being a descendent of Levi, but based on His fulfilling 
the promises of God to the tribe of Judah as well as based on His resurrection from the 
dead, thus securing for all time without fail the redemption of His people. This is the 
success of our High Priest after the order of Melchizedek, and not of the earthly, 
temporary priesthood of Levi. 


Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; 
your father’s sons shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my 
son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who 
dares rouse him? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from 
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between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the 
peoples. – Genesis 49:8-10 

This promise to the tribe of Judah was given 430 years before the Law came, and the 
Levitical priesthood was put in place. What we see here, is that it doesn’t matter that 
Jesus is not descended from the tribe of Levi, for He is the fulfillment of the promises 
to the tribe of Judah, which the tribe of Levi would end up submitting to and would 
bring tribute to


A Better Hope  

Is Jesus’ appearance and ministry setting aside the Old Covenant?  

Yes! That is the whole point of Him coming, to fulfill and set aside the Old Covenant 
and mediate the New Covenant which will never end, and which was really the 
Covenant of Redemption (the pactum soludis) from the beginning of all things! 


For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form 
of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every 
year, make perfect those who draw near. – Hebrews 10:1 

How do we draw near to God? 


Through the intercessory work of Jesus Christ. There is no other way to properly draw 
near to God except in the name and work of Jesus. All other attempts fail due to our 
sin and imperfection. Only through the sinless eternal Son of God can sinful man even 
dare to approach the living God! 


Our hope is that we are never turned away when we come in Jesus’ name. Our hope is 
that what He has done for us will never fail, nor will ever come to an end. The better 
hope that we have is that our sins can actually, forever, be wiped away never to be 
brought up by God again! The better hope is that we have One who will never leave us, 
nor forsake us, who resides on the throne interceding for us, advocating for us when 
we so easily and quickly condemn ourselves and judge ourselves. The better hope is 
that we can actually know God as Father; know His great love and affection for us; 
known His compassion on our weakness; know the sufficiently of the Son in our lives; 
and know that He is holding us in His hands and can never be separated from Him 
despite anything that comes our way or comes against us. 


For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast love toward 
those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our 
transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD 
shows compassion to those who fear Him… – Psalm 103:11-13 

…That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith– that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to 
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comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God. – Ephesians 3:16-19 

Let’s pray.


Lord’s Supper  
Where are you trusting in your own actions, works, or goodness to make you 
functionally right with God? How do you need to turn again to Jesus in faith and 
dependence, functionally trusting in His perfection for you instead of your own? Where 
do you need the reminder of the steadfast, immense, love of God in Christ in your life? 
Where do you need to ask forgiveness of God for your sin? Come to the table today 
and taste and see the goodness of the Lord to give you forgiveness of sins, to wash 
you clean on the inside, to pour His love and grace into your heart, and to welcome 
you to the table as adopted/beloved sons and daughters! 
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