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Mark 4:1-9 (NLT) 
1 Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon gathered around him, 
so he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the people remained on the shore. 2 He taught 
them by telling many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 4 As he scattered it across his field, some of the 
seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying 
rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plant soon wilted under the 
hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. 7 Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and 
choked out the tender plants so they produced no grain. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 
sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had 
been planted!” 9 Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
 
Mark 4:10-12 (NLT) 
10 Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered 
around, they asked him what the parables meant. 
11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables 
for everything I say to outsiders, 12 so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 
‘When they see what I do, 
    they will learn nothing. 
When they hear what I say, 
    they will not understand. 
Otherwise, they will turn to me 
    and be forgiven.’” 
 
Mark 4:13-20 (NLT) 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 
understand all the other parables? 14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 15 The 
seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at 
once and take it away. 16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and 
immediately receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall 
away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 18 The seed that 
fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is 
produced. 20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word 
and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 
 
 
Mark 4:20 
20 But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: 
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred."   
 
Matthew 13:8 (NLT) 
8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted! 
Luke 8:15 
15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and 
good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.   
 
Luke 8:15 (CEV) 
15 Those seeds that fell on good ground are the people who listen to the message and keep it in good 
and honest hearts. They last and produce a harvest. 
 
 



Mark 4:4 
4 And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came 
and devoured it.   
 
Mark 4:4 (NLT) 
4 As he scattered it across his field, some of the seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it.  
 
Mark 4:14-15 
14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. 
When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts.  
 
Mark 4:14-15 (NLT) 
14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 15 The seed that fell on the footpath 
represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at once and take it away. 
 
Mark 4:14-15 (NIV) 
14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. 
As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:4 
4 Whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 
 
Mark 6:1-3 
1 Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples followed Him. 2 And 
when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many hearing Him were 
astonished, saying, "Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is this which is given to 
Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands! 3 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, 
and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?" So they were 
offended at Him.  
 
Luke 4:16-30 
16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written:  
18 "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me  
To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives  
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;   
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD."    
20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who 
were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing."  22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, "Is this not Joseph's son?"  
23 He said to them, "You will surely say this proverb to Me, 'Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we 
have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.'"  24 Then He said, "Assuredly, I say to 
you, no prophet is accepted in his own country.  25 But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in 
the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a great 
famine throughout all the land;  26 but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the 
region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.  27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of 
Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian."   
28 So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 and rose 
up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, 



that they might throw Him down over the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of them, He went 
His way.  
 
James 1:21 
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  
 
James 1:21 (CEB) 
21 Therefore, with humility, set aside all moral filth and the growth of wickedness, and welcome the 
word planted deep inside you—the very word that is able to save you. 
 
James 1:21 (NIV) 
21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word 
planted in you, which can save you. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 
13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God 
which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 
 
John 6:47-52 
47 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.  48 I am the bread of life.  
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead.  50 This is the bread which comes 
down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die.  51 I am the living bread which came down from 
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, 
which I shall give for the life of the world."   
52 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, "How can this Man give us His flesh to 
eat?"  
 
John 6:60 
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, "This is a hard saying; who can 
understand it?"  
 
John 6:60 (NIV) 
60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 
 
John 6:60-68 
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, "This is a hard saying; who can 
understand it?"  
61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to them, "Does this 
offend you?  62 What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before?  63 It is 
the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are 
life.  64 But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew from the beginning who they 
were who did not believe, and who would betray Him. 65 And He said, "Therefore I have said to you 
that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father."   
66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said 
to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?"   
68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."    
 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all scripture taken from the New King James Version.  Copyright © 1982 by 
Thomas Nelson, Inc.  Used by permission. 


