
 

       
  PP Love Like Jesus
Part 8-Mark 9:42-50 (page 845 in pew Bible) Peace with One Another		7/22-23/2023

The passage we are looking at has some of the strongest, most confrontational words Jesus gave
He will teach us about radical responsibility, radical repentance and radical relationship
PP 1-The disciples of Jesus have a Radical Responsibility for each other

In verse 35 we see that Jesus sat down which was the posture of a Rabbi when he taught
He had overheard them arguing with each other PP “about who was the greatest.” Mark 9:34   
He told them, PP “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”  9:35 
According to Matthew’s gospel, then Jesus pointed to a child and said, PP “Whoever humbles
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 18:4 
Let’s look at our text in 9:42 and hear what Jesus taught: PP “Whoever causes one of these little
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung
around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.”  9:42  
‘little ones’ can refer to children, but also to the children of God, and particularly weak, 
vulnerable believers who are still forming the foundation of their faith
Anyone who causes a child of God to sin, or lose faith in Christ, the judgment is severe!
There were two millstones the agrarian Jewish people used: a little one that the women could roll
around and crush the grain to make flour; and a large one that a donkey turned
PP (Donkey/Millstone pic) The millstone Jesus referred to is the larger one, ’a great millstone’
The Greeks, Syrians, and Romans all practiced this form of capital punishment for terrorists
Jesus said that the one who leads a child of God astray would have an easier judgment if he was
rowed out in the sea, and one end of a rope tied around his neck with the other end tied 
tied through the hole in the middle of a large millstone
Then, after your crime was read aloud, you were thrown into the water, and men lifted up that 
great stone, and dropped it into the water beside you
The rope immediately snapped taut, dragging you to the depths in screaming terror
That death, Jesus taught them, would be an easier one than the wrath of God on that person
Jesus warned them and He warns us, do not be puffed up and arrogant, thinking ourselves the 
greatest and causing other Christians to stumble
We each have a radical responsibility for each other to help each other in our faith and to do that, 
we must be humble!

PP 2-Therefore, we must have a Radical Repentance from sin

Jesus was soon going to be crucified, leaving the disciples, the early church, to spread the good 
news of the kingdom of God, and He is getting them ready
He exposed their pride, and He instructs them that a radical repentance is the only solution
Let me ask you a question, one I have been asking myself: Do you hate your sin?
Do you eat more than you need, and if so, do you have a godly sorrow over your gluttony?
Are there movies or TV shows that deep down, you know God doesn’t want you watching?
If Jesus went shopping with you, which He does, would you put into the online cart or the store 
cart all of what you do?
If everything you said in a day was recorded, how would you feel if Jesus read them out to you?
God has a malevolent hatred toward sin because sin always, without exception destroys
It destroys joy, love, relationships, peace, and more than anything, life
Don’t you know that God’s hatred for sin is not just because He is slighted, He is defied, He is 
maligned, but because you and I are robbed of the life He so earnestly wants us to have
He created us to enjoy Him, and all the wonder that contains, but sin is the obstacle
Whatever it takes, we must deal with sin and get it out of our lives, so we can have life!

Listen to Jesus tell us what kind of repentance we must have: PP “And if your hand causes you 
to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to
hell, to the unquenchable fire.  And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better 
for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell.  And if your eye 
causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one 
eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the 
fire is not quenched.’  9:43-48 
Imagine what the disciples are thinking whose hearts are far from repentant, filled with pride
Jesus said, cut off your hand so you won’t steal, gouge out your eye so you won’t lust, cut off 
your foot so you plans to go to that bar or party to get drunk
This is hyperbole, exaggeration to make a point so understand that Jesus doesn’t want us seeing 
some Christian with an eye patch, and say, ‘Dude, rough week with lust?’
He has a point and it isn’t self-mutilation, if for no other reason than it doesn’t work!
If you have seen Monty Python’s Holy Grail, you’ll remember the scene where King Arthur
meets The Black Knight who won’t let Arthur cross the bridge, so they draw swords
In the swordfight, Arthur cuts off both arms and both legs of the Knight, but still he continues to
spew out outrageous and boastful threats should Arthur try and pass
The problem with sin is not our hands, eyes and feet, it is the desires and motives of our hearts!
Here is the point He is stressing…You are helpless to defeat this sin or the sin below the sin, your
pride.  I am your only hope and that is why you must understand what faces me in 
Jerusalem.  There I will be crucified for you, sacrificed in your place, and I will give you 
and those who have faith in Me a new heart and the power to deal with sin
Notice how God will help us defeat the sin that is in our lives: PP “For everyone will be salted 
with fire.” Mark 9:49 
Here then, Jesus tells us that just as salt was sprinkled on every sacrifice, fire will will come to 
every Christian in order to purify their hearts as they serve God
The main way that sin is purged from us, how God helps us overcome it, is by the fire of trials
PP “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 1:6-7
Suffering through difficulty purifies us from sin, turning our affections to God
Our fleshly desires to sin no longer rage as they did before suffering
In my life, an extreme trial took me to a level of intimacy with God I had not been to before, 
where my favorite part of the day was when I would go to sleep just talking with God
Suffering Christians so often lose their love for this world and the things found in it
Christians in difficult life storms experience a greater degree of power over the desire for sin
You come out of a trial different, and often we look back thanking God for that difficult time
Church, God wants a holy people, pure people, who deal radically with sin through repentance
Trials and suffering, ‘salted with fire’, are His means to accomplish that in us
But there is one more lesson that Jesus will give for radical discipleship

PP 3-Christians are to have Radical Relationships with each other

Illus	In many Catholic, Episcopalian and Lutheran churches, there is a segment of their worship called ‘passing the peace’.  Worshipers shake hands with those around them and say ‘Peace be with you’, while that person responds, ‘Peace be with you’.  The Priest of a small New York congregation introduced this to his church, but the congregation found it to be beyond the limits of what they could endure.  They could not bear to shake hands and pass peace to those whom they bore lifelong grudges.  So they fired the priest and found a new one sympathetic to their needs.

“Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”  Mark 9:49-50
Here Jesus uses the metaphor of ‘salt’ in a different way
Salt had two major purposes in the 1st century: a flavor enhancer and a preservative 
Salt adds life to living, and it holds back the corrupting influence of sin
What Jesus said here is radical because the world was never as divided as it was in 1st century
Gentiles and Jews hated each other; Men dominated women; The educated despised the
Uneducated; Masters were cruel to slaves, Wealthy cared not at all for the poor, etc
It was a corrupt world, as the Roman Poet Juvenal likened Rome to a filthy sewer
The world needed then, and it does now, a church of salted Christians who put life in living, and 
hold back the corruption of evil
But the salt found in Israel was heavily mixed with other minerals, and rain would often wash the 
salt away and leave the minerals behind so it did not add flavor or preserve food
Jesus used this to describe the ineffectiveness of Christians who are filled with pride, who have 
not been salted with the fire of trials and are impure with sin, who are not putting life into 
living and are not pure examples in a corrupt world
The solution is, PP “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” Mark 9:50 
I am about to tell you the most amazing truth!
Remember a moment ago I told you how divided the world was at the time of Christ?
Gentiles despised Jews as substandard, barely human creatures
Jews viewed Gentiles as made by God for the fuel necessary to keep the fire of hell burning
There were signs along the low wall of the Court of Gentiles warning anyone who was not 
Jewish from going beyond that wall or they would be killed
But suddenly, 50 days after Jesus was raised from the dead, both Gentiles and Jews were being 
saved by God and brought into the church, but how will the two groups be at peace?
Let me tell you how, and it is no different for us who have been saved and are in the church
PP “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, Who has made us both one and has broken 
down in His flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the 
cross, thereby killing the hostility.” Ephesians 2:13-16
He is our peace, and He has made peace for us by the cross, uniting us with God in family!
Did you know that every sacrifice the Jews offered had to be sprinkled with salt?
The reason is that salt never expires and therefore symbolizes the enduring faithfulness of God
The promises of God, the love and favor of God will endure forever, it cannot expire
You see peace is more than the absence of conflict, it is the experience of God’s favor

The Spirit of God is persuading me that because of the sacrifice of the Son of God, God the 
Father has given me His favor, His love, His protection, His promises
Now listen carefully, when the persuasion of that peace settles into my heart, I can give that same 
peace to my brothers and sisters in humble, faithful love
PP We have a radical responsibility for each other; so we must have a radical repentance from 
sin and its root, pride, and only then can we have radical relationships in God’s family!
Pray



