
Love the Hater ThornCreek Church
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Message Study Guide
(Scriptures & quotes from this week’s message are available on
thorncreek.church/live)

Warming up
1. How would you define an "enemy?" Why do you think it's hard for people to

love their enemies?

Digging Deeper & Application
Take your time reading the scripture given. If possible look up the verses in
different versions and pause at each verse and discuss it.

2. Read Matthew 5:38-48. Compare it with Luke 6:27-36. What's different
between these two passages? What jumps out at you?

3. What does it mean to turn the other cheek and go the extra mile?

4. The Old Testament had Laws of Retaliation. Read Leviticus 24:17-22. What are
the good things and bad things that this passage would create for a culture?
What was Jesus trying to promote?

5. According to Jesus, how is a "good person" in the Old Testament, different
from a "good person" in the New Testament?

6. Read 1 Peter 2:21-23. What is the commandment for Christians in this passage?

7. Are you the same person you were five years ago? Is it possible for God to
change the person who hurt you?
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8. Does forgiving someone mean you trust them? Does forgiving someone
mean you excuse their actions? Does forgiving someone mean you get even?

9. What does forgiveness mean?

10. Are you willing to make this your prayer?
"Dear Heavenly Father, I choose to forgive. Without excusing them or
condoning their actions. I refuse to hold anything against them. I cancel any
vows that I made to get even, or to never forgive. I ask you to heal the wounds
to my spirit from this hurt and restore my relationship to you. Forgive my
hatred and resentment and replace it with a love for them. I want to see them
in heaven." - Prayer by Pastor John Miller

Application

Below are some of the points or quotes shared in the message.
Discuss how they apply to your life.

● This law was given to protect the innocent, and to make sure retaliation did
not occur beyond the offense.

● "If we do an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, we will be a blind and
toothless nation." - Martin Luther King

● We live in a society that monetizes hate and division.
● God wants you to have feelings, but He does not want you to be led by your

feelings.
● "Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a night

already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that."
- Martin Luther King, Jr.

● God wants you to be so close to Him that you love like God loves.
● The way you treat others can actually affect whether or not God hears you.
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