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OBSERVE & REFLECT
     (This section is designed to encourage us to reflect on and observe the scripture and weekend sermon.)

   READ Acts 6:8-15
Read the text at least twice.  Try reading the text from two different translations.
What do you observe in the text?  What jumps out at you and grabs your attention?  What 
questions do you have from the text?  Pay attention to any action words or phrases and observe 
what the implications are.

INVESTIGATE & APPLY
(This section focuses on what the scripture has to say as we dig deeper into the Word.  It is oriented to create discussion 
on the Scripture.)

1. What do we know about Stephen from our introduction 
to him in Acts 6:1-7?

2. There are 5 descriptions of Stephen in Acts 6 that give 
us a glimpse of his character and internal 
characteristics.  Read through Acts 6 and list them and 
what they tell us about him.

3. What were the accusations made against Stephen 
(v.13-14)?

4. Nothing was more sacred to the Jewish people than the 
temple, which was the sanctuary of God’s presence.  
Why did they make these charges against Stephen? 
What similar charges were made against Jesus?  Why were both Jesus and Stephen charged with 
blaspheming the temple?

5. Along with the temple, the law was the “holy Scripture”, the revelation of God’s mind and will to the 
people.  Why was Stephen accused of blaspheming the law?

6. What does verse 15 tell us about Stephen’s physical appearance?
7. After his sermon, which we will look at next week, Stephen is met by the anger of the people and killed.  

As chapter 7 closes, what stands out to you about the way that Stephen dies and the correlation with how 
Jesus died?

8. According to the beginning of chapter 8, who was in the crowd that day?  What kind of impact do you 
think Stephen’s death may have had on him?

NEXT STEPS
How do you respond to the possibility of dying because you are a follower of Jesus?  What does it 
look like to lay down your life daily, even if you are not asked to lay it down physically like Stephen?
Do you think that Stephen knew the fate that awaited him that day?  Do you think he knew the 
impact that he would have on history?
Henry Hartman said that “Success is when opportunity meets preparation.”  What does preparation 
look like for a Christ-follower?  How do we develop the internal character that was discussed in 
question #2 above?

What interests many people most 
about Stephen is that he was the first 
Christian martyr.  Luke’s main 
concern lies elsewhere, however.  He 
emphasizes the vital role that Stephen 
played in the development of the 
worldwide Christian mission through 
both his teaching and his death. 
    -John Stott  
      


