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THINGS THE BIBLE DOESN’T SAY (BUT CHRISTIANS SOMETIMES DO) 

MONEY IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL 

1 TIMOTHY 6:10 

JULY 31, 2022 
 
The lottery pot reached one BILLION dollars.  
 I heard that in just the last few days someone won, someone in Illinois. 
  The cash payout was $780 million.  

What would you do with a big cash payout?  
A true story:  
She always said,  

“Buy a ticket or two. Someone’s gotta win.” 
And she won a big one, several million dollars.  
 After the shock wore off and she collected her winnings,  

life was never the same. 
  The first change was the shock she experienced at the tax hit.  
  After she’d recovered from that,  

she quit her job. 
   She was only there for the paycheck and benefits, anyway.  
  Financial advisors popped up who all wanted to help her manage her money.  

 Now she could go where she wanted, do whatever she wanted,  
without ever considering the cost.  

  Take a friend and fly to the Cayman Islands for a few days of snorkeling and fun.  
  Buy that top-of-the-line Tesla.  
  Get a new wardrobe, a new home in a better neighborhood.  
  Buy very nice gifts for her friends. 
  Season tickets to the Spurs and Cowboys games.  
 Suddenly she had more friends than ever before.  
  And, it seemed, many of them came with expectations of benefiting from her winnings.  
  And it they did not benefit, the relationship was short-lived.  
  She said, “I had one friend who told me this sob story  

about how behind she was on her local taxes  
and how they were going to take her house because she couldn’t pay. 

After she left, I got on my computer. 
I looked up her tax records,  

and saw that she wasn’t behind.  
When I printed out that page and sent it to her, well,  

that was the end of our friendship.” 
  And then… 
   Her money supply began to dwindle. 
   “What?  
    How did I blow through all that money?” 
   The lavish trips, the generous gifts, the care free spending, all went away. 

More of those friendships dried up.  
   And she went back to work.  

Here’s a sad fact:  
Whether they win $1 million or $500 million,  

about 70 percent of lotto winners see that money flow right through their fingertips  
just like water 

in five years or less. 
I’d bet that, after a short and steep ride like that,  

they might agree with that old saying from the Bible,  
    “Money is the root of all evil.”       
Except… that’s not what the Bible says.  
 Oh, the Bible does provide plenty of warnings about money. 
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  But it’s not about the money itself. 
  It’s about the lure of money, 

the ways we can respond badly to money.  
 The verse that is so often misquoted is 1 Timothy 6:10. 
  It’s a little different from the misquote. 
  But it is a significant difference. 
  It actually says,  

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.  
It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith  

and pierced themselves with many pangs.”             (1Tim.6:10) 
It’s not money, but the LOVE of money, craving money. 

And that craving can, in fact, lead to all kinds of evil.  
 The love of money, as well as material stuff in general, 

drives some people to devote their entire lives to pursuing and clinging to it.  
Henry Ford once asked an associate about his life goals.  

The man replied that his goal was to make a million dollars.  
A few days later Ford gave the man a pair of glasses made out of two silver dollars.  

He told the man to put them on and asked what he could see.  
"Nothing," the man said. "The dollars are in the way." 

    Exactly.  
   If money is all you see,  
    your life will be seriously distorted.  

1) Love of money drives some people to be workaholics.  
  Some of us just have a tendency toward workaholism,  

perhaps to prove to ourselves or to someone else 
our competence or our personal worth.  

  But some people are workaholics because they believe that is the avenue toward more money. 
   Work harder, work smarter,  

not because of the value of work itself,  
or the ways your work might contribute value to someone else’s life,  
but because working harder and smarter is the route to more money.  

   The result is longer hours away from home. 
   And when you are at home,  

you’re not really present.  
    Your heart and mind are dwelling on work… and money.  
    Oh, you might convince yourself that you’re doing it for your family.  
    But you don’t know your kids, your spouse,  

and they don’t know you.  
  And if your workaholism is aimed at making more money,  
   how much money is enough?  
   A rich man was once asked by a news reporter,  

“How much money will be enough?” 
    He said, “One dollar more. 
     Always one dollar more.” 
    As in… there is never enough money.  
    And so you’ll always be driven to work longer hours away from home.  

And you’ll always feel discontent, frustrated, unhappy, perhaps even insulted, 
     by whatever your compensation package is.  

2) Love of money can push some people into taking foolish risks,  
always hoping for that deal that is the great white whale,  

that once-in-a-lifetime investment where you hit it big and are set for life.  
  When the Retama Downs horse racing complex was in the planning stages,  

some friends of my dad tried to get him to invest in it.  
“This is the big one,” they insisted.  

    “Get in on the ground floor, and you’ll be set.”  
   My dad said, “No, thanks. 
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    This isn’t a horse race town.” 
   They shook their heads,  

and then invested a ton of their own money.  
    And lost every penny.  
  Think of how many people bet bit on crypto-currency,  

investing heavily and sure they were on the way up.  
   And with inflation and a threatening recession,  

that largely artificial market collapsed.  
    Many of them lost everything they invested.  

3) Love of money and stuff can also enslave people to the task of hoarding and protecting what they have.  
Life revolves around protecting your money and your stuff. 
 Save it, hoard it, insure it, put bars and locks and alarms on it.  

  Save every penny,  
never spending money on anything they or anyone else might enjoy.  

   Live an austere lifestyle, spending only on bare essentials.  
   Don’t give more than a few dollars to a church or to other worthwhile organizations.  
    And even that little bit is mainly because  

someone might be watching when the offering plate goes by.  
    Just cling desperately to every last penny.  
  Such people live in fear of the possibility of losing money. 
   And in today’s economy, they are more miserable than ever before.  
   Stocks, bonds, mutual funds, real estate, all carry a measure of risk.  
   Cash in hand could be stolen or lost. 
   It all goes in the bank. 
    And they worry about the stability of the banking system. 
   They are haunted by…. Fear. 

4) Finally and most importantly, love of money leads you away from God. 
You’ve got to spend your time and energy on acquiring and keeping money and stuff.  
You focus your attention, even your affection, on money and stuff. 
You put your trust, your faith, in your money and stuff.  

   So much so that you no longer feel any need for God.  
    You can fix any problem, or you can pay someone who can fix it.  
    Food, shelter, transportation, entertainment, medical treatment, 

it’s all there at your fingertips.  
     You have the financial resources to buy  

anything and everything you need.  
      So who needs God? 
   Of course, you probably don’t really think it in such an obvious way.  
    It’s just that you never turn to God… for anything.  
    God just sort of fades from the picture. 
   In fact, if we define “god” as that to which we give ultimate attention and affection,  
    that to which we devote our lives, 
    that which we most trust in,  
     money and stuff becomes our god.       
That last piece, losing our connection with God, is the primary concern of the Bible. 
 That the love of money would lead us away from God.  
 Listen to these words from Paul’s first letter to a young pastor named Timothy:  
1 TIMOTHY 6:6-12 

Let me lift up a few phrases and ideas from that.  
“Godliness with great contentment.” 
 Contentment.  
  Not fear, not frantic grasping and striving, or desperate and fearful clinging,  

not the nagging discontent of a hunger that can never get enough, but contentment.  
“If we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.”  

Paul wasn’t just writing about some theory.  
He wrote from personal experience.  
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While sitting behind bars in a prison, he wrote these words to the church in Philippi:  
“I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me.  

Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it.  
I am not saying this because I am in need,  

for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  
I know what it is to be in need,  

and I know what it is to have plenty.  
I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,  

whether well fed or hungry,  
whether living in plenty or in want.  
I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”      (Phlp.4:10-13) 

Content.  
At peace.  
 No matter what.  

Jesus spoke to his followers about worries and concerns about material things,  
about what they would eat and drink and such.  
In a relatively primitive economy,  

you can understand that would be a concern.  
But Jesus kept telling them,  

“Don’t worry about what you’ll eat.  
Don’t worry about clothing.  
Don’t worry.  

God will take care of you.”  
Wrapping it all up, he said,  

“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,  
and all these things will be given to you as well.”               (Mt.6:33) 

   Stay focused on God.  
    Trust him and serve him.  
    Your worry and fear will recede,  

and you’ll find contentment.  
“Godliness with great contentment.”  

To Timothy he warned:  
“Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap  

and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.”  
 Risky deals, bad investments,  

all in pursuit of a great white whale.  
 Or being paralyzed by a life of fear,  

unable to spend or give to benefit anyone.  
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  

Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith…” 
Wandered from the faith.  
 Wandered from any relationship with God,  

because money and stuff has become their god.  
But Paul does not just point to sins, faults and problems related to the love of money.  
He pointed Timothy to the alternative made available through Christ.   
“But you, man of God,  

flee from all this,  
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.  

Fight the good fight of the faith.  
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called  

when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 
 In short, the alternative is to devote ourselves to the one true God revealed in Jesus.  
  Let God be your god.  
  Jesus, quoting the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy,  

said the greatest commandment was this,  
“You shall love the Lord your God  
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with all your heart and with all your soul  
and with all your strength and with all your mind.”               (Dt.6:5; Lk.10:27) 

Love God with all that you are and all that you have.  
Love God most of all.  

Loving money or anything else more than God is the root of all evil.  
 It is the essence of what we call “sin.”  
  And it results in nothing good.  

  Loving God with all that you are… 
   is the only alternative.          
Money itself is not the root of all evil. 
 Money is an inanimate object, a tool.  
  Any good or bad that flows from it has to do with  

who is using it and how they are using it.  
If you do love God, making money, having money, can become a great blessing to others.  

It is using money in a different way that you can express your love by  
giving a meaningful gift to someone,  
taking your family on a much needed vacation,  

 or helping pay for a grandchild’s education. 
You can use your money to fund ministry.  

It was people with some financial means who supported Jesus’ ministry.  
In Luke’s Gospel we read these words:  

“Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another,  
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  
The Twelve were with him,  

and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases:  
Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out;  
Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household;  
Susanna; and many others.  

These women were helping to support them out of their own means.”              (Lk.8:1-3)  
  These were women with more financial resources than any of the twelve men.  
   And they used their resources to help finance Jesus’ ministry.  
 It is because those of us who make up this congregation have financial resources that  

hundreds of vulnerable young children in Malawi, Africa get at least one decent meal each day.  
Because of that meal, we have seen better brain development in children,  

stronger immune systems that can better fight off illness,  
overall better physical development and health.  

  Those children get some elementary education. 
  Women learn marketable skills. 
   The fact that they bring some income to the home  

alters the ways their husbands view them.  
  Widows are given a breeder pig,  

and learn some basic animal husbandry so they can support themselves. 
  Families are helped with procuring good seed and fertilizer for their crops. 
  Domestic violence is discouraged.  
  Pastors are supporting each other,  

and village chiefs are growing in their leadership.  
  People, from children to chiefs, are coming to Christ.  
  Because people of Northwest Hills with financial resources  

used some of those resources for a godly purpose.  
 We have a team on the road to New Orleans right now, to serve those who have less. 
  It’s happening because people with resources are willing to use them for God’s purposes. 
 Next Saturday we’ll have a team going to Uvalde to share the love of Christ with a community  

that can use all the love they can get.  
  It’s happening because people with resources are willing to use them for God’s purposes. 
 Right here in town,  

home accessibility ramps get built for people who need them  
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but cannot afford to have them built.  
  Homeless people get a hot lunch on Sundays.  
  People of all ages learn lessons from the Bible,  

find fellowship with each other,  
come to faith, grow in faith, service because of their faith, share their faith with others.  

   Because people with money give some of that money to fund the work of the church.  
Henry P. Crowell contracted tuberculosis when a boy and couldn’t go to school.  

After hearing a sermon by Dwight L. Moody,  
young Crowell prayed,  
“I know I’m not supposed to be a preacher,  

but I can be a good businessman.  
God, if you will let me make money,  

I will use it in your service.” 
Under the doctor’s advice Crowell worked outdoors for seven years  

and regained his health.  
He then bought the little run-down Quaker Mill at Ravanna, Ohio.  
 He immediately started giving 10% of his income to God’s work.  

Within ten years Quaker Oats was a household word to millions.  
It is estimated that, over his lifetime,  

Henry Crowell faithfully gave 60-70% of his income to God’s causes.  
  That was a man with substantial money.  
   But he did not have a love for money.  
   He loved God, and used his money for God’s purposes.  
 It is as Paul wrote to Timothy:  

“Command those who are rich in this present world  
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth,  

which is so uncertain,  
but to put their hope in God,  

who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
Command them to do good,  

to be rich in good deeds,  
and to be generous and willing to share.  

In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves  
as a firm foundation for the coming age,  
so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”      (1Tim.6:17-19) 

No, money is not the root of all evil.  
In fact, in the hands of a follower of Jesus Christ it can be a tool for great good.  

              
Scriptures cited: 1Tim.6:6-12; Phlp.4:10-13; Mt.6:33; Dt.6:5; Lk.10:27; 1Tim.6:17-19 
 


