
 
 

JOY TO THE WORLD SERIES 

Luke 1:32-33 “LET EARTH RECEIVE HER KING” 

 
“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.”   Luke 1:32-33 ESV    

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

 

What does the phrase “Let earth receive her King” mean to you?  How is Jesus your King? 
 

1. Luke 1:26-38: (See Back) How do you think you would have felt if you were Mary hearing this 

news?  Mary could have been as young as 12 years old.  What does her reaction to the news of 
Jesus say about her heart and her faith? 

 

2. Luke 1:14, 28: Gabriel’s first words to Mary was probably a command, “REJOICE!” vs. 
“Greetings”.  Both announcements (Luke 1:14 and 1:28) focus on joy and gladness.  When the 

family gifts and carols fade, why should Christmas be the most joyful time of the year?  How 
might being subject to the King and the Kingdom create more joy in your life? 

 

3. Luke 1:31-33: Which of the following names or characteristics of Jesus is the most meaningful 

for you; Jesus, he will be great, Son of the Most High, the throne of his father David, he will reign 

or his kingdom will never end.  Which one needs more clarification? 
 

4. Revelation 19:16: What comes to your mind when you hear King of kings and Lord of lords?  
Describe how King Jesus influences your life today?  Pastor Mark stated that if King Jesus rules 

and reigns in our life we will have more joy, more hope and more peace!  Do you believe that is 

true?  What steps do you need to take to make that more of a reality? 

 
5. Matthew 6:33-34: What is a kingdom seeker?  How might the King and the Kingdom impact 

the way we pray (6:5-14), handle our finances (6:19-24), our anxious thoughts (6:25-32) and our 
conflict with other people (7:1-5).  What are the hurdles that might keep someone from 
receiving Jesus as King?  How would life be different if we spent more time focused on the 

King and his kingdom rather than our own kingdom? 
 

6. Matthew 5:1-11: Blessed = happy, glad, joyful.  What did Jesus want us to know about being 
happy?  Which of the nine blessings are you pursuing?  Which of them are the hardest? 

 

NEXT STEP: Pursue joy!  Receive Jesus as King, ask him to show you what living a kingdom life looks 

like.  Take the joy challenge at www.joychallenge.com or spend the week studying Luke 1 and 2. 

 

http://www.joychallenge.com/


Luke 1:26-38 English Standard Version (ESV) 

Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed[a] to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. And the virgin's name was Mary.28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 

one, the Lord is with you!”[b] 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 

what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”[c] 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[d] will be called holy—the Son of 

God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is 

the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant[e] of the Lord; let it be to me according to 

your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 1:27 That is, legally pledged to be married 

b. Luke 1:28 Some manuscripts add Blessed are you among women! 

c. Luke 1:34 Greek since I do not know a man 
d. Luke 1:35 Some manuscripts add of you 
e. Luke 1:38 Greek bondservant; also verse 48 
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