
 
Vital Statistics of Philemon: 

• The letter is from Paul, and was written while Paul was in prison in Rome 
• The letter is to Philemon, who was Paul’s spiritual son.   

o Philemon owned at least one slave and also hosted the church at Colossae in his home.    
• The letter was written about 60-62 A.D., so Christianity was a very new movement. 
• Paul wrote the letter to Philemon to address Onesimus, Philemon’s runaway slave, who happened 

to meet Paul in Rome. 
 
1. Greetings: (V. 1-3) 

A. Paul’s letter is specifically to Philemon, but Paul also includes his wife, son and the church meeting 
in his home. 
 

B. Paul mentioned Timothy because he was transcribing the letter for Paul 
 

2. Gratitude for Philemon: (V. 4-5, 7) 
A. Paul expresses gratitude for Philemon’s faith because he was actively investing in others. 

 
3. Growing is a Result of Sharing. (v.6) 

Philemon 6 (NIV84) 6I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every 
good thing we have in Christ. 
A. Paul understood that the best way to grow in your faith is to be active and share it with others! 

 
B. One way Philemon was actively sharing his faith was by hosting the church in Colossae. 

 
4. Giving In to Love over Authority. (v. 8-9) 

Philemon 8–9 (NIV84) 8Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9yet I appeal 
to you on the basis of love . . .. 
A. Paul had the right because of his authority as the leader in the church to require Philemon to take 

Onesimus back, but he wanted Philemon to do it because it was the right thing according to his 
faith. 
• Spiritual authority is a measure of dominion and is always delegated by one with more 

authority.   
• The spiritual realm operates according to the system of spiritual authority set up by God.    

 
B. Love trumps authority. 

• Submitting to spiritual authority is always the right thing to do, but doing the right thing because 
of love is preeminent.  
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5. Getting a Second Chance! (v. 10 – 17) 
A. Paul encourages Philemon to forgive Onesimus. 

Philemon 10 (NIV84) 10I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains . . . 17So if you 
consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

 
• Reminds Philemon that Onesimus is now Paul’s spiritual son. 

 
• Reminds Philemon that he was once useless but is now useful because of his new faith. 

Philemon 11 (NIV84) 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. 
 

B. Paul puts a positive perspective on things. 
Philemon 15–16 (NIV84) 15Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him 
back for good— 16no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer 
to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord. 
 
• It was a deeply held conviction of Paul’s that God could work all things out for our good.   

Romans 8:28 (NIV84) 28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. (Written approximately 5 years after the letter to Philemon) 

 
6. Generous Gift. (18-20) 

A. It should be noted that Philemon is paying a price for Onesimus’ restoration. 
 
• Forgiveness involves living with the consequences of another person’s sin.  It always costs 

somebody something! 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (GW) 21God had Christ, who was sinless, take our sin so that we might receive God’s approval 
through him.  
 

• Paul offered to pay Philemon for Onesimus’ debt.   
Philemon 18 (NIV84) 18If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 

 
o Paul wrote this in his own hand because it made his offer to pay back official. 

Philemon 19 (NIV84) 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you 
owe me your very self. 

 
7. Going the Extra Mile. 

Philemon 21 (NIV84) 21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 
A. Paul challenged Philemon to not only forgive Onesimus, but also to free him. 

 
• Historical evidence suggests that Philemon forgave, freed and sent Onesimus back to Paul. 

 
• Onesimus eventually became the Bishop of Ephesus. 

 
Key Takeaway’s from Paul’s Letter to Philemon: 

• Communicate your gratitude to people, don’t just think it! 
• Our faith grows when it is active and when we are sharing it. 
• Respect authority, but aim for love, it’s the highest standard of living. 
• We should be willing to give second chances to people who are responsive to the Gospel.  
• We should expect the best from others. 
• Going the extra mile should be the norm, not the exception for the people of God. 

 


