
 

       
PP Acts: To the End of the Earth
Part 62-Acts 24 In the Octagon with Paul						2/11-12/2023

We are going to climb into the octagon with Paul as round 2 starts with his contest with the 
Jewish authorities who want to see him put to death
There is a different judge for this round as Claudius Lysias the tribune transferred Paul to the
Roman governor whom we are about to meet, giving him a written report as well
With a failed assassination attempt on his life, Paul is now in custody, but make no mistake, the 
	decision about whether he waived or died hung in the balance of this new judge
Luke gets us ringside, I’ll be the color commentator, and what we’ll see in this 2nd round, is the 
attack of the enemy, the defense of Paul, and the decision from the judge

PP 1-The Attack

PP “And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before the governor their case against Paul” Acts 24:1

The heavy hitters came to fight, including the high priest Ananias, who had s decade left to live
He was one of the most corrupt priests in Jewish history, and a friend of Rome and soon, the 
Jewish zealots would rise up and burn down his house forcing him to flee to Herod’s 
palace where he was trapped in the aqueducts and killed 
This wicked priest did not come alone however, he brought a hired hitter, a heavy puncher, an 
attorney who was a trained orator, Tertullus
The fight would take place not in Caesar’s Palace, but Caesarea, a city built by the godless 
master-builder, Herod the Great, who also built the temple of God in Jerusalem
He built it as a gift for the his friend, Caesar Augustus, complete with aqueducts, state of the art 
harbor, underground sewers, along with a pagan temple to Augustus
It was 65 miles from Jerusalem, and both Herod and the Roman governor lived there unless 
needed in Jerusalem
The bell sounds at the nod of the governor, and Tertullus attacks with a flurry of flattery
PP “And when he had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying: ‘Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms are being made for this nation, in every way and everywhere we accept this with all gratitude. But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to hear us briefly.” 24:2-4

Felix, the referee, the Roman Governor, was absolutely hated by the Jewish people
One positive thing that Felix had done was to suppress some of the bands of Sicarii
I mentioned that sealots assassinated Ananias, but there was a splinter radical group among the 
zealots called the Sicarii, who used violence against Romans and Jewish collaborators
They would sneak behind a Roman person in a crowd, pull out a short sword, plunge it into the 
kidneys and walk away undiscovered
When Herod the Great died, there was a power vacuum in Galilee not far from the childhood 
home of Jesus, and finally the Syrian Governor Varus restored order by crucifying 2,000 
rebels in the town of Sepphoris
Felix suppressed this group’s activities, but beyond that, he was a brutal, unjust ruler
Yet still Tertullus tried to butter him up, PP “For we have found this man a plague, one who 
stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world and is a ringleader of the sect of 
the Nazarenes. He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him. By examining 
him yourself you will be able to find out from him about everything of which we accuse 
him.’”  24:5-8
The professional spokesman gave three punches, and the first was meant to be a knockout blow
First, he states that Paul was a plague causing riots throughout the world
The two most important jobs the Roman Emperor demanded from his governors were to collect 
the required taxes, and keep the peace, called the pax romana…latin for peace of Rome
A governor who did not do this, would be recalled by the Caesar to possible execution
The second punch was the accusation that Paul was the ringleader of a sect, a word for heresy
Earlier, another Roman governor, Pilate, had a sign made and hung over the head of Jesus as He 
was crucified, PP ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’  John 19:19
Nazarenes were people from Nazareth, and Tertullus, who won’t mention the name of Jesus, 
accuses Paul of being the main leader of those who worship Jesus as King
The third blow was that Paul profaned or desecrated the temple in Jerusalem but the Jews 
seized him, a backhanded swipe at Lysias the Tribune
The rest of the Jews cheered their fighter Tertullus on, but now Paul mounts his defense

PP 2-The Defense

PP “And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied: ‘Knowing that for 
many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense.’” 10
No flattery, just an appropriate recognition that Felix had been the governor for 5 years in Israel
PP “You can verify that it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, and they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city. Neither can they prove to you what they now bring up against me.  But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man. Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings. While I was doing this, they found me purified in the temple, without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia—they ought to be here before you and to make an accusation, should they have anything against me.”  Acts 24:10-19 

First, he refuted the charge of sedition by pointing out that he had only gone to Jerusalem 12 
days ago, with the obvious fact he had been a prisoner at Caesarea 5 of those days
He simply didn’t have time to organize a rebellion, and he pointed out that there were no eye 
witnesses that reported him arguing with anyone or stirring anyone up
Second, he admitted to being a follower of the ‘Way’ (14) but it is not a heretical sect
It was the earliest name for the Christian Church, pointing to Jesus, PP “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  John 14:6 
It also referred to, PP “For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those 
who find it are few.” Matthew 7:14 
His third defense was the fact that he was in the temple undergoing purification, not desecrating
it and they had no witnesses that could say anything to the contrary
Then he goes on the offensive: PP “Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they 
found when I stood before the council, other than this one thing that I cried out while 
standing among them: ‘It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on 
trial before you this day.’”  24:20-21
He said to the governor, They have no proof, they know it!, and with that, the closing bell rang

PP 3-The Decision

PP “But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.” Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in custody but have some liberty, and that none of his friends should be prevented from attending to his needs. After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish…” 24:22-24

I have found that the most difficult people to share the gospel with are those who know about 
Christianity but will not believe Christianity, and this was Felix who had a rather 
accurate knowledge of the Way
Do you recall the sons of Zebedee, James and John, 2 of the 12 disciples of Jesus?  
James was the older brother, and nearly 10 years after Stephen was martyred, James was as well
He was falsely accused and according to an early account, as he was led to his execution, seeing 
his courage, his false accuser rushed to him and fell at his feet in repentance, placing his 
faith in the Savior of James, Jesus Christ 
That new believer determined that James would not die alone, and on that day, the heads of two 
	Christians were taken off by the sword
The one who gave that command to kill them, was King Herod Agrippa I, king over Palestine
He had a daughter, and her name was Drusilla, the sister of a king we will meet next week
She was renowned for her beauty, now on her second marriage to Felix, he on his third marriage
In fact Felix hired a magician to lure her away from her previous husband and married her 
when she was 20 years old
Raised as a Jew, she had turned her back on God having being in an ungodly marriage

Her husband, Marcos Antonius Felix, is a rags to riches story
As a child, he and his brother Pallas were slaves, but for some unknown reason, the mother of 
Prince Claudius, the future Caesar, free them
As they grew up, Pallas became a close friend of Claudius, and when Claudius became Rome’s 
Caesar, Pallas convinced him to give his brother Felix a government job in Judea where 
he eventually became the governor
But the slave abuse never left his heart, and he ruled with cruelty and lust, inciting a dramatic 
increase of anarchy among the Jewish people
All of that helps make sense of what is about to happen as he deferred his judgment of the case to 
when Lysias the tribune could arrive and report in person
He kept Paul in prison but he and his wife sent for him and ‘heard him speak about faith in 
Christ Jesus.’  24
Paul reasoned with them, meaning they discussed the gospel, and Paul zeroed in on the dilemma 
of every person
God’s holy demand is that we must be righteous, and that is only possible by faith in Jesus Christ
And that righteousness that Christ gives enables us to live self-controlled lives, something 
drastically missing in this husband and wife duo
But what put the fear of God in them was when Paul explained the coming judgment of God
PP “Felix was alarmed and said, ‘Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity I will 
summon you.’” Acts 24:25 
Out of both curiosity and greed (verse 26), he kept Paul in prison for 2 years, sending for him 
often and conversing with him
Have you ever talked with someone over and over, month after month about the gospel and still 
they will not believe?
Paul never gave up, yet it appears that Felix and Drusilla just would not believe
Instead of deciding the case of Paul and his Jewish accusers, he decided no to the free offer of 
Salvation, he committed the fatal error of procrastination
History tells us that Emperor Nero removed Felix from office over the constant uprisings in 
Judea, and he would likely have been executed had not his influential brother Pallas 
pleaded for his life 
Yet he and his wife faded from the scenes of history, apparently never believing in Jesus
If you are listening to me right now and you have not believed on the One Who died to 
forgive your sins, you are not promised tomorrow
For those who are curious and interested in Jesus but not to the point of believing, their hearts do 
not soften, they harden, until any spark of faith is completely extinguished
They will one day face the ‘coming judgment’ having no true righteousness, and having had no 
power from God to live upright, self-controlled lives, they refused to trust in Jesus

Christian, can you be encouraged that even for the mighty apostle Paul, he testified over and 
over, for two years, yet this ever-curious couple would not believe?
Yet Paul testified because their eternal lives depended on it, and you and I can as well
Pray



