
"THE VAST & UNKNOWABLE FUTURE"-
Acts 6:8-15
IT IS VERY OFTEN THE CASE THAT THOSE MOST ACQUAINTED WITH GOD’S 
ACTIVITY IN THE PAST ARE THE ONES MOST UNCOMFORTABLE WITH HIS 
ACTIVITY IN THE FUTURE

[8] And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 
[9] Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of 
the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed 
with Stephen. [10] But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was 
speaking. [11] Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God.” [12] And they stirred up the people and the elders 
and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 
[13] and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this 
holy place and the law, [14] for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy 
this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” [15] And gazing at him, all 
who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. (ESV)

THE LEADERS OF ISRAEL COULDN’T SAIL INTO THE VAST & UNKNOWABLE 
FUTURE BECAUSE THEY WERE MOORED TO THE PAST

There are two ways to moor ourselves to the past; deify it our demonize it

•    When we deify it we demand that the future be just like the past
•    When we demonize it we demand that the future be the very opposite of the past

Either way we are moored to it and unable to freely and confidently move into the unknowable 
future

OUR TEMPTATION:

WE EMBRACE A FORM OF RELIGION THAT REPLACES THE RISK OF INTIMACY

WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN A SAIL AND KEEL AND WE NEED BOTH.


