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Friends | Week 1 | My Best Friend, Jesus.  
Life Group Questions  

Week of September, 13 2020 

 
Luke 7:33–50 

33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But 
wisdom is proved right by all her children.”  

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at 
the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she 
came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet 
with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.  

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know 
who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”  

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”  
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.  
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 

42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him 
more?”  

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”  
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.  
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did 

not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give 
me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but 
she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has 
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”  

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”  
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  

Sermon Summary 
 
In the Bible, Jesus calls us friends. How does that term of closeness compare to the modern, social media-driven idea 
of a “friend?” While the modern friendships (created by two clicks on a computer) are shallow and empty, Jesus in 
Luke 7 shows us what he did and does to make his friendship with us fulfilling for us in these three ways:  
 

1. Jesus, our friend is, is real! That is, Jesus really prefers the companionship and company of sinful people like 
us. So much so, in fact, that he came down to earth to die so that we will go up to heaven to forever be with 
him.  

2. Jesus, our friend, supports us! Jesus supported us in the greatest way when he lay down his life for us for our 
full forgiveness from all our sins. And because Jesus supports us in that greatest way, we know he will also 
support us in the all our earthily cares, concerns, and anxieties as well.  

3. Jesus, our friend, speaks life! Jesus is our best friend because he doesn’t speak words of condemnation, but 
when he speaks his Word, he gives us life. When Jesus says, “Go in peace” he simultaneously creates peace 
between us and God and thereby gives us life in his name!  

 
What does it mean for our lives that the Almighty God is actually our ever-present friend? Because Jesus is our friend 
(and our best friend at that!) and he prefers to be with us, our life is full of forgiveness, care, and support. 
Additionally, we are freed and forgiven to be the kind of friend to others that Jesus was and is to us: friends who are 
real, friends who really support others, and friends who speak life!  
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1. What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s sermon did you find to be most helpful, encouraging, eye-
opening, or troubling? Explain.    
 
 
2. Pastor shared several statistics that demonstrate that American adults (regardless of age or gender) struggle with 
friendship. How have you seen these statistics play out in your own life or your friendships, past or present?  

• In a survey of over 10,000 American adults in 2020 (pre Covid-19), 61% of people said they feel lonely. (50% of 
Baby boomers, 71% of Millennials, and 80% of 18-22-year-olds. (There was a direct correlation with social media 
usage. The more people use social media, the lonelier they feel.)  

• 1 in 5 Millennials say they have zero friends at all.  
• 3/5 men in the US say they have FEWER THAN 2 friends they can talk to about serious matters in life. 1/8 men in 

America say they have no friends whatsoever. That’s 95 million men with ONE or ZERO friends!  
• On average, American adults have 338 Facebook friends. However, the average American said they have two 

people that they felt close enough to really talk to. Twenty-five percent (1/4!!) Americans say they have no one 
to turn to with life's biggest burdens and problems.  

 
3. Pharisees (the “religious” people of Jesus’ day) were actually quite right when they accused Jesus of being friends with 
tax collectors and people who “lived a sinful life.” Jesus was the friend of sinners!  

• If Jesus were conducting his earthy ministry today, which peoples’ groups would he be handing out with?  
• What does that say about the people you, Jesus follower, are or are not hanging out with? In other words, are 

you friends with people who have “lived a sinful life” and do you act like Jesus toward them?  
 
 
4. In 7:47, when Jesus says, “But whoever has been forgiven little loves little” Jesus’ point is not that, somehow, the 
people who love little actually have been forgiven little, or had no need for lots of forgiveness. Jesus’ point is that people 
who sow little love are people who fail to realize and understand the massive, enormous, tremendous amount of 
forgiveness that God has given them.  

• How have personal moments of lovelessness (and/or unfriendliness) been directly related to that truth? 
• More importantly, what’s the solution? 

 
 
5. We framed what the Bible means when it says, “Jesus is our friend” around these three points. Which do you find 
most comforting, encouraging, or helpful in seeing Jesus as your best friend?  

• Jesus, our friend is, is real!  
• Jesus, our friend, supports us!  
• Jesus, our friend, speaks life! 

 
6. Discuss the following points. Which is easiest for you to do as a friend to others? Which is the most difficult?  

• Friends are real with each other.  
• Friends support one another.  
• friends speak life to one another.  

 


