God the father.
"I believe in God the Father Almighty Maker of heaven and earth."
There's a good chance you've said those words before - perhaps so many
times that they've lost some significance. (We have been reciting it for over
1000 years, after all.) So let's take a beat, look at this first part of the Apostles'
Creed, and take some time getting to know this God the Father.
When Martin Luther dug into this first part of the Apostles Creed, he said this:
"I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my
body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses,
and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and
drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He
richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All
this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve
and obey Him.”
Our God creates, gives, and loves extravagantly. What a God we get to know
and serve!!

In the bible.
Matthew 6:25-34
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single
hour to your life?
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow.
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his
splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass
of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Matthew 7:7-11
“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and
you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For
everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened.
9 “You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a
stone instead? 10 Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course
not! 11 So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.
James 1:17
Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father,
who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting
shadow.

Questions.

Feel free to talk through some or all of these questions
1.) What's something that sticks out to you in the verses above?
2.) What's sticks out to you in Martin Luther's explanation of the first
part of the Creed?
3.) How do you see God show up as Father in your life? Almighty?
Maker?

TAKE TEN:
- How did you see God work in your life this week?
- What has God been teaching you in His Word?
- What kind of conversations are you having with your pre-Christian
friends?
- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance)
- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask you
about next week?

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions:
1. What does this tell you about God?
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world?
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

