Remember in the Meantime

Intro
Let's start with some quick review. If you haven't had a chance to be here at CapCity the last few weeks, let's look at some of the things we've been talking about that I think will set us up nicely for today's conversation. 

We started by talking about remembering — that's what this whole sermon series has been about. Because CapCity is in a transition. We have a new Lead Pastor, and it creates questions. We all want to know about the future. We want to know what to expect. But, while we want to look to the future and know what's coming, it's actually really wise to look backwards, into the past, and see what has been. Because the past shows us a God who has been consistent, which gives us confidence for the future. It's the same God. The same God who's worked in the past is the one who's going to work in the future. By looking backward, we get a clear picture of what's going to happen in the future.

In fact, the way we've said it throughout this series is: the best way to know what God will do in the future is to look back and see what He has already done. If we don't remember what God has done in the past, we forget. And we opened this whole series talking about how forgetting is dangerous, especially when it comes to God. When we forget God, it leads us to sin. Bad things happen in our lives when we forget.

So, we've talked about remembering Jesus, which seems so simplistic. I still feel a little tinge of weirdness every time I say it. Of course, the preacher is going to say we need to remember Jesus! It's so obvious, it's shocking that he would even have to say it. But … it's written all throughout the New Testament. The writers of the New Testament seemed to know that we are prone to forget. If we don't intentionally remember, we will naturally forget. Even Jesus.

One of the ways we remember Jesus every week is through the Lord's Supper, which is something He told us to do. He said, "Do this in remembrance of me." It's all about remembering. Jesus knew there was a good chance he would be forgotten. So, every time you get together and eat a meal, it would be good to remember Me.

We also talked about remembering our forgiveness. We have to remember that God has forgiven us … but that requires us to remember our sin. We have to remember what we were saved from in order to appreciate being saved. 

On Monday, September 25, 2000, a guy named Kevin Hines took a bus to the Golden Gate Bridge with the intention to jump to his death. After jumping, he realized he didn’t want to die. As he's falling, he turns his body in the air so he lands legs-first into the water. He suffered some injuries and a sea lion helped him stay afloat until he was rescued by the Coast Guard. That's a crazy story, right?

Well, that experience changed his life. He has made it his life's mission to help anybody struggling with thoughts of suicide. He goes around the nation, urging people to get treatment for mental illness and to help them realize that suicide is not the answer. I imagine for him, every time he talks about his experience, there's a tinge of pain as he remembers the mess of his past. Many of us feel a tinge of pain when we remember the mess of our past. But it's so very helpful because it causes us to remember a God who loved us even in the midst of that mess. When we look into the middle of our mess, we see a God who saved us in the middle of that mess. If we forget what we were saved from, we forget a God who saves. So, we remember our forgiveness.

We also talked about remembering our victories. We even built a little rock monument here on the stage, similar to the one we read about in Joshua 4. It marks the location of an incredible victory in Joshua 4 that God brought to the Israelites. This monument here on our stage marks the incredible victories we've seen here at CapCity just this year. Every rock represents someone who's been baptized. Remembering victories is crucial for our ability to face the future. Seeing our victories in the past helps us realize just how far we've come. Seeing those victories in the past also gives us confidence that God is going to bring about victory in the future. Because He's consistent. It's the same God. We can look back and see our forgiveness in the midst of our sins, so we can trust that in our future low spots and struggles, He's going to show up there too. We can look back and see the victories in our life and the ways in which God has worked for us and in our favor, and we can trust that those things are going to happen in the future because He's the same God. If we forget our victories, we lose our confidence.

Last week, we remembered the promises because sometimes remembering the past doesn't feel like it's enough. Sometimes we need something to hang on to in the future. So, we looked at a promise maker, a guy named Jesus, and we saw that He's not just a promise maker but also a promise keeper. He has fulfilled so many promises in the past, we can have confidence that He's going to continue to fulfill promises in the future. Promises like this: Jesus said He's coming back. We can trust that that's going to happen because He's been consistent in the past. Jesus said that God wins. Jesus said at the end of all things, when it's all said and done, God will be the victor, and it won't even be close. 

We need to remember those promises because sometimes life is hard, and in those moments, we desperately want to know what's going to happen so we can walk confidently into an unknown future. If we forget, we just get overwhelmed.

Transition
This whole series has been about looking back — that's what it means to remember. We've looked back at Jesus, we've looked back at our forgiveness, we've looked back at the victories God has accomplished in our lives, and last week we looked forward, kind of. One of the great lines from last week was, "Remember what hasn't happened yet. Remember the future.” So, we're kind of looking forward while also looking back. 

What does all of that mean for right now? What does all of this remembering mean for us in this moment? What are some practical things we should remember that affect our here and now?

Hebrews Background
There are so many different places we could go in the New Testament, so many things we could focus on, but I've settled on one chapter out of a book called Hebrews. We don't know who wrote Hebrews, but we know who Hebrews was written to. It was written to Hebrew people, Jesus followers who were formerly Jewish. Racially and religiously. But now they've left the religion of Judaism, and they're following Jesus. Because if we follow Jesus, we don’t get to be who we once were.

But that causes problems. Many of these Jewish Jesus Followers lost their family. Many lost their income. Many lost their community. And some even began to lose their life. And they begin to feel the tension between who they once were and who Jesus has called them to be. They wrestled with whether they can leave Jesus and go back to who they once were.

These people are living in what I call the "meantime." Just like us. They've experienced Jesus, they've experienced his forgiveness, they've experienced victories, and they know the promise. But life is hard. They are stuck between the victories of the past and the promises of the future. What do they do in the meantime?

Transition
At the end of Hebrews, the writer gives some very simple, practical teaching about what it looks like to be a Jesus follower. It's true for those anxiously waiting for the promises to be fulfilled, and it's true for those building rock monuments to remember the victories. It's true for all Jesus followers in all times and situations. This is what we remember in the meantime.

Look Out
Hebrews chapter 13, verse 2 says, "Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers." 

I want you to “LOOK OUT.” Not "look out" like something's coming for you, but look outward. Think about sitting in your home, in your living room, looking out your front window. People are walking by on the sidewalk in front of your house. They're probably strangers, right? They don't belong in your home; they belong on your sidewalk, walking by your home. They are exactly where they belong. But the writer of Hebrews says, "Don't forget your responsibility to care about them." 

It's more than just care, though — it's hospitality. Here's my definition: hospitality is the work of turning strangers into friends. It's taking people who belong on your sidewalk and building a relationship with them, so they now belong in your home. It's moving people who don't belong in your house to a place where they have space in your house. Be welcoming, invite them in, make your home a place of comfort and peace for anyone who comes near.

We have a major problem with this is in our culture. We have a rugged American individualism about us. Strangers are strange. I don’t need anyone else. I have my few friends and that’s enough. We believe that we are under no obligation to people that we don’t know. 

The problem with that way of living is that it doesn’t flow really well with the gospel message. There seems to be a biblical idea of collectivism. The idea that we are better off together than we are on our own. It’s why here at CapCity we emphasize connection – community. It’s not about Jesus and you; it’s about Jesus and us. What’s good for the whole is more important than what’s good for me or good for you.

And, it seems that community isn’t even limited to one another within the church. There is something revealing about how we treat the stranger. How we treat those that we do not know, and how we effort to show a stranger hospitality, reveals something about us spiritually. Which means … there is a great risk to our souls when we forget how to treat strangers.

Here's our application: CapCity, we can't forget those who are outside of this family and this house. It is a top priority that we LOOK OUT. But it's not just looking, not just seeing — that's not enough. It's showing hospitality, reaching out to them, caring for them, creating comfort, making this place, this church, a place where they are currently a stranger, where they don't technically belong … we have to make this place a home where they can belong.

So, what do we do while we're waiting, while we're stuck between the victories of our past and the promise of the future? What do we do in the meantime? We look out. We remember those who are strangers to CapCity. We pray for them, we invite them, we welcome them, we encourage them, we help them, we bless them, we serve them. We show hospitality.

Look In
The next verse says, "Remember" — that word in the Greek has the idea of being mindful. "Be mindful, remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering." Don't forget the needs of those who are suffering within the family. 

We started by saying, "LOOK OUT at those who are strangers." Now I say, "LOOK IN." Think about sitting in your home, that same living room. As you're looking out the window at the strangers walking down the sidewalk, you hear a noise in the kitchen. You look into your kitchen and see a spouse, a child, or someone who has injured themselves. Now realize, they belong in your house. They didn’t sneak in, they're in the right place. They belong in your home. In a situation like that, don't you jump up and run to them? Don't you go in and care for them and offer help and assistance?

As a church, CapCity, we've got to care about those who are outside of this house. We want to make them feel welcome, invited, and make this a place they can call home. That's absolutely crucial. But that doesn't mean we ignore the needs of those in the family. 

Remember, the writer of Hebrews is writing to people who have friends and family members literally in jail because of their faith. This isn't a metaphor. He's talking about Jesus followers who are in jail, wrestling with whether they want to recant their belief in Jesus to gain physical freedom. You know what someone needs in a moment like that? A community of like-minded believers to come around them and hold them up. That is what the church is supposed to look like. The church has to be an active body caring for one another when someone is weakened by life or tempted to give up on Jesus. 

In Hebrews, it looked like Christians being imprisoned for their faith. In our context, probably not. But it doesn’t mean that people aren’t “suffering within the family.” So, remember those people within the family. Remember those who are hurting with physical disease. Remember those struggling with mental health. Remember those mired in grief. Remember those suffocating in relational turmoil. Remember those imprisoned by addiction. Remember those who have been abused and misused. Remember those drowning in life. That's what the writer is saying. Remember the people who are hurting and who want to give up.

But don’t just remember them, come alongside them. That’s the point of the verse. That you would take their burdens on to yourself. Do something about it. You pray for them, encourage them, bless them, come alongside them, help them, free them. You take on their struggle as if it is your responsibility. Build one another up. Doc says, “Drag each other to heaven.” That’s what this is. When someone is weak and struggling, you give them your strength and carry them through their struggle. 

So, what do we do as a church while we're stuck between the victories of the past and the promises of the future? What does it look like to live in the meantime? LOOK IN. Open your eyes and look around. Who do you know in the family who is hurting? Then remember them … and do something about it. CapCity family, don't forget your responsibility to one another.

Look Forward
Verse 7 says, "Remember." It's a similar word to that "be mindful" word. "Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith." We can't forget the teaching example of our leaders. 

I want you to LOOK FORWARD. Think about going on a hike. This past week, I was out in Colorado and I had the opportunity to quickly visit Garden of the Gods in Colorado Springs. It is an incredible place with breathtaking imagery that pictures cannot serve with appropriate justice. It's overwhelming to stand on flat ground and stare at such massive rocks bursting up out of the ground. 

The park has trails that you can walk to get different views of this incredible site. I was there with a group of guys, walking around, looking at everything, and I got distracted at one point. I was trying to take pictures, trying to really appreciate the experience, and … you know how you drift off in thought, and then suddenly you come to a place of consciousness? Have you ever looked around and realized that you had been somewhere else mentally and now you aren’t with you who you were with a few moments ago? I suddenly realized I wasn’t with my group. 

There is a quick feeling of panic in a moment like that. You start looking around, trying to find where they're at. You feel lost. Now, this location was easy to resolve. It wasn't hard hiking trails or anything; it was simple to walk around the corner and find my group. But … I LOOKED FORWARD to see where the guys were walking because, at that point, they were leading me. You have to remember to LOOK FORWARD to your leaders. 

The risk is that if you forget to watch who's walking in front of you, you have the potential of getting off track. If you’re hiking, you lose the trail and get lost. That’s a risk of varying degree. But if you forget to watch who’s walking in front of you spiritually, that can have catastrophic results. If you forget the example set by your spiritual leaders … it becomes easy to forget where you are trying to go.

What's going to help people who are stuck between the victories of their past and the promises of the future? They need to remember their leaders. They need to keep an eye forward on who's out in front of them. Remember your leaders. 

It can start by praying for your leaders. The Bible tells us to do that. If you consistently pray over me and the elders, it will serve you by keeping an eye on the examples we set. Make sure you’re praying that we keep our integrity and keep setting a positive example. You can also encourage your leaders, bless them, serve them. And if you do, it will be easier to follow them. This isn't about elevating leaders, although scripture speaks to that. It's about remembering your leaders so you can walk faithfully. You need to follow those who are setting a godly example in their life and in their teaching because they become your guide to faithful living. Remembering those who have walked before you, who have led before you, is a powerful motivator. 

It's bigger than just titles, too. CapCity has identified me as the leader. We’ve transitioned leadership. But you’re foolish if you think that I’ve stopped following Doc Pattison and the ways in which he led this church for 30 years. I understand my call to lead and the responsibility that holds, but I will always strive to remember those who led me. Their teaching and way of life will forever guide me. You have those stories too. You have people who have led you spiritually who don’t have the title anymore or they never had a title to begin with. Maybe you called them Mom or Dad. Don’t forget. Remember the example that has been set.

What do we do while we wait, while we're stuck between the victories of our past and the promises of our future? We LOOK FORWARD at those who are setting the pace.

Look Up
Finally, verse 16 says, "Do not neglect" — that same word used before, which means "do not be forgetful." " And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased." Do not forget to do good and to share with others. 

I want you to LOOK UP. We looked out, we looked in, we looked forward — now I want you to look up. Think about your favorite teacher you've ever had. Don't you think about how satisfying it was to succeed in whatever they taught you? You got a good grade, improved in a skill, or accomplished a task. The real risk is forgetting what you have learned. You've got to look up at whoever you've admired, whoever has impacted you, and remember what you've received from them.

This is similar to looking forward, but let’s LOOK UP at Jesus. Church, we've got to remember what we've received from Jesus — we have to remember what He taught us. We have to remember how to live like Him and the example he set. 

And the verse specifically tells us to remember to do good. You've got to remember how to do good, not just avoid bad. It's the difference between the golden rule and the silver rule. We teach the golden rule, which is, "Do to others what you wish they would do to you." That sounds great, but we usually settle for the silver rule, which is, "Don't do to others what you wish they wouldn't do to you." Jesus Followers are proactive, not passive. Jesus sets the example, so LOOK UP. Follow his example. Do for others what you wish someone would jump in and do for you. Don’t just do your best to avoid the bad, do the good. That's what it looks like to be a Jesus follower. 

We also need to remember to share, which is one of those skills we learn as toddlers. But something happens as we get older where we convince ourselves it's not a rule for us anymore. We outgrow it. But Jesus doesn’t outgrow sharing … and he’s our example. Jesus continues to teach us to share. Jesus is the one who gets me to care about sharing when I'm old enough that no one makes me share anymore.

Remember to do good and to share. It's going to require sacrifice, but the promise is that it makes God so happy. Don’t miss that. When we do the things that Jesus does … when we LOOK UP, we please our God.

What do we do while we wait, while we're stuck between the victories of our past and the promises of the future? What do we do in that meantime? We LOOK UP at Jesus and the example He set for us. We pray for opportunities to do good, we encourage one another to share, we partner with one another in opportunities to serve. We remember what pleases our great God, and we don't quit making every effort to please Him.

Grand Vision 
If we follow Jesus, we don’t get to be who we once were. I said that earlier about the first readers of this letter – Hebrews. If we follow Jesus, we don’t get to be who we once were. That’s true for us individually. And it’s true for us as a church. It’s always an invitation to grow and to move forward. Which means … one of the indicators of Jesus working in your life or the life of this church is change. We don’t get to be who we once were.

So, who will we be? What would the church look like if we took these things seriously? I see a church that leaves their building with a mission. I see a church that invites strangers to participate. I see a church that greets strangers and shows incredible hospitality.

I see a church that provides deep community. I see a church that carries one another’s burdens. I see a church that truly feels like family – where people crave to be with one another.

I see a church that is led well – from top to bottom. Elders leading well. Grandparents leading well. Parents leading well. Students leading well. I see a church with eyes up, focused forward, following a long chain of faithful leaders. 

Because I see a church with their eyes fixed on Jesus. I see a church locked in, not forgetful, capable of remembering in all circumstances. Don’t be forgetful. Remember.

Conclusion
Remembering is such a powerful practice. I really believe this. I believe that remembering the things in our past gives us the ability to change our future. 

I don't know where this series landed with you — we've covered so many different things — but I bet you need to be reminded of at least one of these things. 

Maybe you need to remember Jesus. Maybe you've grown too comfortable going through life without Him. You need to remember.

Maybe you need to remember your forgiveness. Maybe you still carry regret and guilt. Remembering your sin isn't a problem for you — but that's exactly why you need to remember your forgiveness. You need to remember that you are forgiven.

Maybe you need to remember the victories. Because, in your life, all you can see are the battles still in front of you. All you can see are those rivers you haven't yet crossed. You need to remember the rivers in your rearview mirror, the ones you've already crossed, so that you can have the confidence to continue moving forward. 

Maybe you need to remember the promises. Because life is hard, and you're tempted to give up. You need to remember Jesus is coming back. You need to remember Jesus wins. You need to remember the promises made by a God who is a promise keeper.

And, I imagine that, if you're anything like me, you also need to remember how to live until those promises are fulfilled. 

Everybody wants to know the future. I think that's a craving in the heart of absolutely everyone. Here’s the secret: The best way to know what God's going to do in the future is to look back and see what He's already done.
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