
 

       
PP Schemes and Victories
Part 6-The Molech Scheme  	2 Kings 21:1-9; 2 Kings 23:1-13			11/18-19/2023

PP Read 2 Kings 21:1-9
We are in our final week of our Schemes and Victories series, and what we have been seeing is 
that what is at root of the moral decay of our nation is spiritual: 
PP “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places.” Ephesians 6:12 
What we are about to see today is the most diabolical of them all, and we must see it clearly

PP 1-The scheme of Manasseh
This is not one of the wicked kings of Israel, for idolatry had by this point spread into Judah
PP “he rebuilt the high places that Hezekiah his father had destroyed, and he erected altars 
for Baal and made an Asherah, as Ahab king of Israel had done, and worshiped all the 
host of heaven and served them.”  2 Kings 21:3
PP Then, “he burned his son as offering and used fortune telling and omens and dealt with 
mediums and with necromancers.  He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, 
provoking Him to anger.”  2 Kings 21:6
If that wasn’t bad enough, he put an Asherah pole dedicated to Ashtaroth, in the temple of God
Manasseh PP “led them astray to do more evil than the nations had done whom the LORD
destroyed before the people of Israel” 21:9
We’ve looked closely at Baal and Ashtaroth, but now we need to look as closely at Molech
Israel’s false worship began with Solomon, who PP “built a high place for Chemosh the 
abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the
mountain east of Jerusalem.”  1 Kings 11:7
Molech was the god of the Ammonites, and behind this false god was a demon of horrific evil
Baal drew people away from God through the false promise to make their dreams come true
He pushed them into the arms of his wife Ashtaroth, who corrupted them through sensual 
pleasure and power 
But her partner in evil was Molech, the most abhorrent of this trinity of evil
It was to Molech that someone might turn in extreme desperation
PP “When the king of Moab saw that the battle was going against him…he took his oldest son 
who was to reign in his place and offered him for a burnt offering on the wall.”  
2 Kings 3:26-27 
He offered him as a burnt offering…and this is the evil of Molech, the killing of children
We saw last week that the goal of Ashtorath was to destroy the family, and if you study ancient 
civilizations like Imperial Rome which lasted 500 years, it was the disintegration of the 
family that worked to bring about an end to that empire
In Rome, the father had the legal power of life or death with his children to the day he died
After birth, the midwife would lay the baby on the ground before the father, and if he picked up 
the baby, it was formally accepted into his family, but if he didn’t, the baby was 
abandoned and left exposed, something common with disfigured babies or if the father 
didn’t believe he could support another child
Human sacrifice is the symptom that the value of human life has degraded to nothing
The killing of children signals the deepest level of depravity of a nation

But what was Moloch worship really like, and the answer is not agreed on by all because the 
historical evidence of the demon’s worship rites is murky
Some say that a child was made to walk on a raised brick walkway between two fires
Others describe the ritual as a child made to jump over a fire burning in a pit
Here is how the ancient commentary on the Hebrew scriptures called the Midrash describes it:
PP “an idol with the face of a calf and open hands like someone who wants to take something 
from another.  They would light this idol on fire until his hands were scorching. There 
were seven chambers before him and according to the quality of the sacrifice that is how 
close one could come to him…He who brought his child, the priests would say that he is 
offering the greatest sacrifice. He would enter the innermost chamber and go kiss the 
Molech…The priests would then take the child and place it near the Molech. They would 
then bang with drums to drown out the cries.”
Molech worship was the depth of depravity, and it has found its way hare to America, today
It is because of the unparalleled evil of the child killing demon of Molech, that Denise and I will 
never vote for any politician who is pro-abortion, or pro-choice
That would be unconscionable to us, and while we must not be single-issue voters, this is one 
issue that seals the deal against our vote

PP 2-No half-measures 
The first nation to legalize abortion was the Soviet Union in the 1920s under the Marxist, Lenin, 
of whom it would be difficult to disagree, was demonically influenced
By the time he died at 53 years old, he was responsible for millions of deaths and a legacy of 
abortion that would spread around the developing world
Under the Nazi’s Third Reich, they opposed abortion for their own German people, but furiously 
slaughtered an estimated 1.5 million Jewish children
Starting with Colorado, then a handful of other states, abortion began to creep into the US
It would be January 22, 1973 that the Supreme Court would legalize the murder of the unborn
The demonic entity behind Molech came out in the open, killing children, destroying the family
The Baal who draws people away from God, led them to Ishtar for a sexual revolution
For many who worshiped at their altars, babies interfered with the American dream, unwanted 
consequences of sexual freedom, and their solution was what Molech offered
There can be no half-measures in our spiritual battle, yet that is exactly what we see time and 
time again that happens in the scriptures
Asa, the king of Judah walked in the ways of the Lord but did not remove the high places, the 
altars to false gods
His godly son Jehoshaphat also took half-measures, not removing the high places, elevated 
terrain where usually an idol was worshiped
We discover that the son of Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, returned to the ways of King Ahab and 
Jezebel, even marrying their daughter, doing what was evil in the sight of the Lord
Half measures will send sin down the line to our children and grandchildren, usually stronger

Turn in your bibles to 2 Kings 23 and let’s see one who turned to God with all of his heart
As you turn there, let’t meet Josiah, the king of Judah, who took the throne at 8 years old
When he was 16, he began to pursue the Lord and at 24 something monumental happened
They discovered the long lost Word of God, the Sword of the Spirit and when Josiah had it read 
to him, PP ‘he tore his robes’ (2 Kings 22:11) in the anguish of repentance 
He had the Word of God read to the entire people, PP “Then all the people pledged themselves 
to the covenant” 2 Kings 23:3
It touched off a national revival of God’s people where Josiah purged the land of these 3 idols
PP “And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest and the priests of the second order and the keepers of the threshold to bring out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of heaven. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron and carried their ashes to Bethel. And he deposed the priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to make offerings in the high places at the cities of Judah and around Jerusalem; those also who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and the moon and the constellations and all the host of the heavens. And he brought out the Asherah from the house of the LORD, outside Jerusalem, to the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron and beat it to dust and cast the dust of it upon the graves of the common people.  And he broke down the houses of the male cult prostitutes who were in the house of the LORD, where the women wove hangings for the Asherah.”  23:4-7 
He dealt with Baal and Ashtaroth, and now he will deal with Molech
PP “And he defiled Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, that no one might 
burn his son or his daughter as an offering to Molech.”  23:10
Furthermore, he dealt with the sin of Jeroboam so it would no longer be the way of Jeroboam 
PP “Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected by Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin, that altar with the high place he pulled down and burned, reducing
it to dust.”  23:15
Wherever the church has risen up historically in the power of the gospel, the nation’s killing of 
children has subsided, the evil of Molech was defeated

PP 3-Church, we fight from victory, not for victory
That was a quote from JD Greer, and one that the bible makes clear: PP “[God] raised [Christ] 
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in the one to come.”  Eph 1:20-21
It would be just over 600 years after Manasseh’s desecration to Molech when history would see 
another father lift up His Son to be sacrificed 
This time however, the son wasn’t an exposed, helpless victim, but a willing sacrifice, and the 
father wasn’t a deceived, dispassionate man, but a loving Heavenly Father saving sinners
They conquered Satan, the fallen world system, and the rebellious sin-nature of humankind
It is that victory that we fight from, but how do we wrestle?
PP We hold out the sword of the spirit, the Word of God, and by it PP “We destroy 
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every
thought captive to obey Christ” 2 Corinthians 10:4-5
PP We love well, even those who have been deceived and given their babies up in abortion
If you’ve had an abortion, you’ll not find hatred from us though we will not water down the truth
We’ll help you discover that the repentance of Josiah leads to God’s grace of forgiveness
PP We wrestle harder now that we can see the true enemies
Pray harder, be bolder, trust God better, and fight with your brothers and sisters in Christ
A friend of mine asked me, If Christ has been victorious over rulers and principalities, then why 
are they still so powerfully active today?
I recently read that when you study historical battles, you find a defeated army not surrendering 
easily, but fighting with even more intensity and ferocity
Doing nothing is not an option for God warns: PP “if the people of the land do at all close their 
eyes to that man when he gives one of his children to Molech, and do not put him to
death, then I will set my face against that man and against his clan and will cut them
off from among their people, him and all who follow him in whoring after Molech.” 
Leviticus 20:4-5 
We can not close our eyes to abortion, child trafficking, or any scheme to harm children
There is a local mother who, to spite her ex-husband, started curling her son’s hair and putting 
him in dresses sending him off to school
That boy told one of our church’s children he doesn’t want to dress like this, but mom makes him
Have you seen the video of parents taking their children to a drag-queen strip show encouraging
their kids to stuff money into the g strings of men dressed like a woman?
The Gay San Francisco choir put out a song called ‘We’re coming for your children’
Do you remember from a couple months ago the drag parade members chanting ‘We’re coming 
for your children!’?
This is the song of Molech, and we must rise up, support and get involved in ministries that
protect children, and fearlessly hold out God’s truth, and demolish every argument!
No half-measures, no holding back, it is war, so rise up and fight from the victory of Christ!


