Unsung Hero's – God Used Who #4

Community is our step in 2024 to help fulfill the Vision of TWBC. Community is how we will lead people to an encounter with God, resulting in life change. Accountability + Transparency = Community

Accountability - means you can count on me. It is caring for those you are in Community with. 
Transparency – being real about where you are so we can help you get in alignment with who you are.
Community – Is caring and being cared for where you are so we can help you get to where you need to be. 

What is an Unsung Hero? An unsung hero is defined as one who does great deeds but receives little or no recognition.
Centuries ago, when people accomplished incredible feats, especially in battle, the greatest honor bestowed on them was to have songs written about them so that after they died, they would still be remembered. 

Today, I want to recognize one of our very own unsung heroes, Celeste McCoy.

Luke 8:1-3
Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their means.

John 12:1-8
Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.”

Mary Magdalene is a witness to the crucifixion of Jesus, she is also present at his burial. All four gospels identify her as the first to witness the empty tomb, and the first to witness Jesus's resurrection. 

Mary rose above the pain of her past.
All of us have things in our lives that, if we don't let go of them, will prevent us from entering the place of promise. 
These are negative things such as hurts, pains, and traumas. They are also good things that we can't move forward in because we keep looking back. 
The one thing about following Jesus is that there is always the moment of “arising.” Arising doesn’t occur without an obstacle to overcome. 
Pain almost always manifests itself in the form of fear-based actions. When we live from fear rather than from identity, the "expectation of proving" drives us to be fake instead of freedom.


Mary persevered over the persistence of our past. 
If we don’t move past our past, it will infect our purpose.
Philippians 3:13b “But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead.”
God has never struggled with how to get something done, but who will get something done. 
II Chronicles 16:9 “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”
Ezekiel 22:30: “I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found no one.”
Lauren
Mary was transformed from the person of her past.  
· Mary's first encounter with Jesus was because of her low and lost place in life. 
Luke 8:2 “and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,”
· Later, Jesus used HER to spread the news of His resurrection. Later, it is said that she went on to minister with John in Ephesus and/or later evangelized in the south of France. 

John 20:16-18
16 “Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”).
17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
18 Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, "I have seen the Lord!" Then she gave them his message.
· Out of all the people Jesus could have come back to see, He chose Mary. He couldn't have used Mary had she not been in a position to be a vessel. If Mary had stayed in the guilt, condemnation, and shame of her past, she wouldn’t have fulfilled her purpose. 

· Transformation: to change in form, appearance, or structure; metamorphose 
· When we hear the word metamorphose, we usually think of a caterpillar turning into a butterfly. God was crafty in created an insect that had phases of growth. And it's essential for us, as believers, to see that we, too, have phases of growth in our lives. 
· Once a caterpillar forms its cocoon, we know it will never be a caterpillar again. Once it's a butterfly, there's no returning to its previous state as a caterpillar. In the room today, so many of us are transformed; our lives have been altered, our destinies have been written, and Christ has truly changed us. Consequently, many of us are stuck living our lives like we have never broken out of the cocoon. Or we are so embarrassed or ashamed of something we once did or our old self that we can't be all God has called us to be in the present.

Many of us refer to people as things they did in the past. We don't allow them to be anyone more than who they once were. In scripture, when Mary is mentioned, it points out that she was the one who had seven demons cast from her. That was what people remembered her for – not for the Christ follower she was, the servant to Jesus that she was, the disciple, the witness.
Do not be imprisoned by someone else's perception of your past. 

Mark 16:9 Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons.

Joel
How did Mary get past her past. 

It wasn’t in how much she surrendered or even how much she served, but it was in the submitted posture of her heart. 

Mary put into practice the principle of making Jesus her treasure.  
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.


