
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 19, 2020 

8:30 & 11:00 am 
 

Welcome…as we consider the question, “Won’t you be my neighbor?” Of course this is taken   
from the movie by the same name about the life of Fred Rogers and his creation Mr. Rogers’        
Neighborhood. Neighbors are important in Scripture. In the Hebrew Bible, the Law of Moses is        
a way of life that honors our relationship with God and neighbor. Jesus’ great commandment is       
to " . . . love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. And to love your neighbor as                 
yourself.” Jesus said that where two or more are gathered together, he is in their midst. Jesus     
shows up when we reach beyond ourselves and connect with our neighbors. 
     Neighborhoods have changed over the years. While they might have once been primarily         
geographically, professionally, religiously and/or educationally based, today that has expanded        
to include virtual neighborhoods (after all, Mr. Rogers’ neighborhood was a fictional location 
viewed on television.) We can know more about what is happening to our neighbors in Berlin     
than those down the street. Our understanding of neighborhoods requires some reframing. 
     Today we will look at how we are accepted by God’s grace just as we are. And it is when         
many different people come together — neighborhoods — that we discover Paul’s admonition    
“that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift.”   
   

Please take a moment to sign in and register your attendance today     
with the cards found in the pew rack, or online at mountolivetumc.com.  
 

CHIME CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

VOLUNTARY  

   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name, Hymn #79                             (Donald Busarow)   

                                                                                                     ~ Dr. Steven K. Shaner, organ 

 

*HYMN #79:                Holy God, We Praise Thy Name                       GROSSER GOTT 

 

*GATHERING LITANY                                                            

Sing a new song,  

     a song of thanks and praise, 

for God has done wondrous deeds, 

     and is great beyond compare! 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY   

     Holy God, 

     you sent your son to be the light of the world,  

     so that all may know the brightness of your love.  

     Fill us with your grace this day,  

     that we too may bear witness to his light 

     and serve your coming reign. 

     In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM 

   Lamb of God                                                                        (F. Melius Christiansen) 

                                                                                                              ~ The Mount Olivet Choir  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: 

     Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove:  

     Open our ears to the truth of your word, 

     that the testimony of Christ may be strengthened among us  

     and the glad news of deliverance revealed. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE:  

     1 Corinthians 1: 1-9                      ~ Page 165-166 in N.T. section of the pew Bible 
 

The Word of God for the people of God.   

     Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S SHARING  
[After Children’s Sharing at the 11:00 service, children age 3—Kindergarten will go upstairs       

to Room U4 and children in grades 1-5 will go upstairs to Room U7 for Belief Builders] 

 

SERMON  

 

*HYMN #156:                        I Love to Tell the Story                                                HANKEY    

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

     Nurturing and loving God,   

     we have chased after foolish things,  

     and spent our strength on vanity; 

     our labor has been in vain. 

     Deliver us from arrogance 

     and forgive our self-concern, 

     that we may find our reward with you, 

     as servants of your dream.   

     Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

Beloved, you are forgiven in Christ,  

the Lamb who bears our sin. 

Happy are those who put their trust in God, 

and delight to do God’s will, 

for God makes our footing sure 

upon the rock of Christ.   

     Thanks be to God!  
 

*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

(The congregation responds to each petition of “Hear us, O God,” with:  

    “Your mercy is great.”) 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    (in unison) 

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

     Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread. 

     And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

     And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

THE PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING     

   O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, BWV 618                              (Johann Sebastian Bach)                                                                                  

                                                                                                         ~ Dr. Steven K. Shaner, organ 

 

*DOXOLOGY #94:    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

     Praise God, all creatures here below; 

     Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

     Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

     Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

     Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

     Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Amen. 

 

*HYMN #103:                 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                          ST. DENIO 

 

*BLESSING 

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION 

   O Gracious Light                                                                         (Michael John Trotta) 

                                                                                                               ~ The Mount Olivet Choir 

 

VOLUNTARY      

   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name, Hymn #79                                        (Paul Manz) 

                                                                                                        ~ Dr. Steven K. Shaner, organ 

[You are welcome to be seated or come to the choir area during the Voluntary]  

                                                                                 * * * 

 

 
  

NO Wednesday Night Dinner this Week 



 

Congregational Prayers 
 

For Healing: 

For those battling cancer:  Kay Dake, Nancy Hanna, Kate Heavner, Michael 

Griggs, Joel Miller, Doug French, Patricia Reed, Carolyn Moore-Kochlacs, Carol 

Dommisse, Nick, Ed Desmond, Anne Wetmore, Christina Hershey, Amar Gill,   

Sara Beth Howard, Nita, Jack Kauflin, Reneé Michel, Ed Desmond, Anne Bailey, 

Linda Heinricks, Meredith, Kathe Traynham. 
 

 For Carolyn Brooks, who is battling pancreatic cancer.   

 For Tyler Bardo, friend of the Del Pizzo family, who is recovering      

from carotid artery dissection.   

 For David McGuire, father of Diane Davis, who is recovering from           

a recent hospitalization.   

 For Laura Borak, battling breast cancer. 

 For Colonel Te-Ata Henry, who has stage IV cancer and in hospice       

care in her home in Williamsburg, VA.   
 

Sympathy 

 For the family and friends of Gladys Althaus, who died on                     

December 12. 
 

Prayers for the World:   

 For the family and friends of the 117 homeless people who died in        

D.C. in 2019, including Alice Carter, a transgender woman and         

member of Foundry United Methodist Church.  Alice slept on 17th St. 

north of Q St. near Foundry UMC for at least 15 years as she struggled 

with addiction and mental health issues. 

 For the 6.4 million Americans who have had the flu in the 2019-2020       

flu season and the 2,900 people who have died, according to the           

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  We pray                  

especially for the families of the 27 children who have died thus far. 

 For the one million people in the Philippines who have been ordered      

to evacuate by the government due to the eruption of the nearby Taal 

volcano.  

 For the families of Staff Sgt. Ian P. McLaughlin, 29, of Newport News, 

Virginia, and Pfc. Miguel A. Villalon, 21, of Joliet, Illinois, who were 

killed last week in a roadside bombing in Afghanistan.  We pray also       

for the families of the more than 2,400 U.S. military personnel killed in 

Afghanistan since 2001. 

 For the families of the 6,000 people killed thus far in the Democratic      

Republic of the Congo where the world’s largest measles outbreak      

continues.  More people have now died from this measles outbreak      

than the current Ebola outbreak. 

 

To activate our prayer chain, please contact Carmen Clipper at                                                  

carmenstewartclipper@gmail.com 

Participants in Today’s Worship Services: 

Preacher:  Rev. Ed Walker  

Liturgists:  Brian Butler (8:30), Stacey Hutchinson (11:00) 

Acolytes:   Jacob Myers (11:00) 

Children’s Sharing:  Heather Weir (8:30, 11:00) 

Choirmaster/Organist:  Dr. Steven K. Shaner 

Choir:  The Mount Olivet Choir 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Olivet United Methodist Church is committed to loving God and     

loving neighbor with our whole selves—heart, mind, soul, and strength.       

We believe that all persons are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s 

creation, as demonstrated by the ministry of Jesus Christ.  We therefore      

welcome all persons into the life and ministry of our congregation regardless 

of race, culture, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, family or 

socioeconomic status, education, politics, physical or mental ability or health, 

or faith history.   

MOUNT OLIVET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1500 North Glebe Road  Arlington, VA 22207  703 527-3934 

Email:  contactus@mtolivet-umc.org; website: mountolivetumc.com 

* * * 
While worshipping here today it is our hope that you will. . . 

     Sign in and register your attendance on either the members/friends or guests/visitors 

             cards found in the pew rack or online at mountolivetumc.com.  

Feel free to use the nursery and childcare, located on the main level to the left of the            

sanctuary. You will be given a pager for your infants and/or toddlers. 

Ask an usher for a large print bulletin, a large print hymnal and/or an assisted listening   

device. 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Gathering Space following worship. 

Please stand, as able, for those acts of worship marked with an asterisk*. 

Words in bold type indicate a congregational response with God and each other. 
 

 

Need a ride to church? We are happy to provide transportation. Please call the church office      

by noon on Wednesday. 
 

If you have any questions, speak to someone with an “Ask Me” ribbon or visit our                

Information Wall in the Gathering Space.   
 

Mount Olivet records and live streams its 8:30 worship service on the internet so that those 

beyond our walls are able to worship with us.  While the camera’s frame is restricted to the 

chancel area, if you are sensitive to this, the pews in the rear and balcony of the Sanctuary are 

the least likely to be in the camera’s frame; or you may wish to attend the 11:00 worship      

service. 

Mount Olivet is a “green” church, please recycle your bulletin.   

  

mailto:contactus@mtolivet-umc.org

