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Rebuilding, Part 7 – Unrealized Hope 

After all their hard work of rebuilding, renewal, and revitalization, Ezra, Nehemiah and Zerubbabel didn’t bring back 
Israel to the same glory days of David and Solomon. They accomplished a lot, but the story ends with unrealized 
hope as they still need to deal with sin in Israel because of a broken covenant. As readers, we are left wanting more 
and desiring a happier ending. We get the privilege of seeing an ending that they couldn’t see and that is hope 
realized in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Jesus we see the solution to our sin, the fullness of glory, 
the image of God, the beauty of love, power over evil, the fulfillment of worship, a living sacrifice, the true temple, 
the eternal city, the final victory, and the mediator of a new and perfect covenant. He is the wise master builder who 
fulfills our hope by giving us new and abundant life that endures throughout eternity. Jesus is the answer! 

 

BIBLICAL INSIGHTS 

1. Read Ezra 9:1-10:17. This passage deals with Ezra’s decision about Israelites who had married foreign wives. How 
would you have dealt with this situation? What wisdom can we glean from the New Testament about this situation?  

2. Read Nehemiah 13. In this passage, Nehemiah found Israel failing in their commitment to the covenant and he 
began to rebuke them for it while asking the Lord to remember his good deeds. How would you have dealt with 
these situations differently? In what ways did the restoration of the temple, re-establishing of the covenant, and 
rebuilding of the walls not live up to the leaders desire or expectation?  

 

APPLICATION 

1. Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah all took an “us verses them” mentality because that is how they read the law 
with respect to Israel and foreign nations. How does Jesus remove and replace this mentality through his finished 
work on Calvary? In what ways do you or the church still have an “us verses them” mindset and how can you help 
to change that?  

2. The political and social reforms of the Israelite leaders didn’t deal with the issues of the heart. The outward 
reforms only lasted for a short time because of ineffective heart change. How does the New Covenant that Jesus 
make deal differently with the heart in comparison to the Old Covenant? How has God brought lasting change to 
your life by dealing first with your heart? What kind of heart change do you need today?  

3. Israel hoped for a better, renewed, and greater kingdom. Jesus told us to pray for his kingdom to come and his will 
to be done here on earth as it is in heaven. How can we be kingdom agents to bring God’s kingdom to this broken 
world? What is Jesus calling you to do to bring the hope of Christ to your family, community, and beyond?  


