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GLIMPSES OF THE KINGDOM 
LARGE AND IN CHARGE 

PSALM 132; JOHN 18:33-37; PHILIPPIANS 2:3-11; 
NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
 
What man do you admire more than any other?  
 Think about that,  

and share your answer with the person sitting next to you.  
Every December the Gallup Poll asks people who is the most admired man in the world. 

Guess who came out on top in December of 2020.  
Donald Trump. 
He edged out Barack Obama. 
In 2019 they tied. 

Overall, 18% of Americans named Donald Trump, 15% name Barack Obama,  
6% Joe Biden and 3% Dr. Anthony Fauci.  
The remaining top 10 men include Pope Francis, businessman Elon Musk,  

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders,  
Microsoft co-founder and philanthropist Bill Gates, basketball player LeBron James,  
and at number 10 the Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhists. 

It will be interesting to see how those numbers shift when they do the poll this December.  
In the 74 times Gallup has asked the open-ended most admired man question since 1946, 

the incumbent president has topped the list 60 times. 
  We admire people of prominence and power, large and in charge. 
   Tech giants, sports legends, politicians, presidents and kings.  
   Oh, and the pope and the Dalai Lama snuck in there.  

It’s also interesting that Jesus is not named in the list. 
 Perhaps because you’re supposed to name a LIVING man,  

and people don’t think of him as living.  
Well, I’ve got news… 
Jesus is the one with real power.  
And on this Christ the King Sunday, I proclaim to you: 

     He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.     
But he’s a different kind of king,  

exercising a different kind of power.  
 And that was as hard for his first followers to grasp as it is for many people today.  
For the Jewish people, historic memory provided the model of the ideal king, King David,  

who bought the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem, 
made it the religious and governmental capitol,  
unified the various tribes,  
and led them to victory over all their enemies.  
 They knew him as “a man after God’s own heart.”  

 Oh, he was far from perfect  
(some of his sins are recorded in Scripture),  
but he excelled as a warrior and as a king, 

and he lived large in the hearts and minds of the people.  
  Eventually, his memory was idealized,  

much like John Kennedy’s memory today, 
and held up as the yardstick by which all other kings would be  

measured and found wanting. 
And he became the model for the messiah they hoped for.  

God had promised to continue the lineage of King David,  
to provide godly leadership for Israel,  

IF they were faithful to God and his covenant. 
 But too many of them were not faithful, but actively led the nation into  
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corruption, greed, disregard for the poor, and worshiping other deities.  
  The covenant was effectively forfeited.  
 But the people continued to hope,  

not based on anything they deserved,  
but hoping on the basis of God’s goodness and faithfulness.  

And those ancient promises of God were brought to the fore.  
   That is the expression found in Psalm 132.  
PSALM 132:1-5 
This is a memory of when David wanted to build a permanent temple for God.  
But God not allow it,  

because David’s role as a warrior meant he had shed blood,  
and God wanted distance from that. 

So the ark of the covenant, the animal sacrifices, and all that were housed in the ancient tabernacle,  
the moveable tent that had accompanied the Hebrew people  

as they wandered in the wilderness under Moses’ leadership.  
 The permanent temple would have to wait for the reign King David’ son, Solomon.  
 For David’s time the tabernacle would stand in Jerusalem. 
PSALM 132:6-9 
People from all the Hebrew tribes flowed into Jerusalem to bring sacrifices,  

shared religion and geography effectively cementing the tribes into one nation.  
As the psalmist wrote, the reign of King David was in the rear view mirror, history.  
Now they face a day of new kings, descendants of David,  

and the people hope and pray for the covenant to remain in place,  
for the kings to be faithful to God,  
and for God to be faithful to his covenant.  

PSALM 132:10-12 
It would have been tough to follow in the footsteps of King David,  

and even harder to follow that idealized memory of him.  
 No king after him quite measured up. 
  Some were downright awful, even evil.  
  Others were ok, but “not fully devoted.”  
  And only one or two were considered to be good kings.  
But, based on the goodness of God, the hope for a king like David lived on.  
PSALM 132:13-18 
A horn for David. 
 The horn was a symbol of power,  
  that quality that seems to mark most of our day’s most admired men. 
 And the lamp,  

light in a dark world, providing a place of safety.  
  A lamp for my anointed one. 
  The Hebrew word for anointed is “messiah.”  
   Messiah.           
By the time of Jesus,  

the idea of the hoped for messiah had developed into a warrior king like David.  
After years living under the oppression of the Greek Empire,  

and the Greek attempts to erase the Jewish religion and identity,  
then a brief period of 100 years of independence,  

and finally the oppressive occupation of the Romans,  
their hope for God’s messiah was largely political in nature.  
He would come to lead them to victory over Rome  

and reestablish an independent and glorious kingdom of Judah.  
 Some thought of the messiah as a human being raised up by God to lead them. 
  Others believed there would be something more supernatural about him. 
 Some thought the messiah was arise and lead the revolution. 
  Others believed they needed to start the revolution,  

and that would trigger the appearance of messiah.  
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 But everyone looked for a messiah who was a warrior king,  
a man of great authority and power.  

 There was even an organized party of the Jews that  
focused their attention on this whole realm of ideas,  

and were making ready to launch into revolution.  
  They were called “Zealots.” 
  And there was even a subset of zealots called “sicarii,”  

who were involved in political assassinations to prepare the way for messiah.  
Their name migrated into Spanish as “sicario,”  

and today is used for hit men working for Latin American drug cartels. 
 When the messiah comes,  

there will be no more fear of the tromp-tromp-tromp of Roman sandals. 
 When the messiah comes,  

we won’t have to hide the women and children.  
 When the messiah comes, 
  no more public crucifixions.  
 When the messiah comes,  
  our faith will no longer be mocked.  
 When the messiah comes, 
  we will have our own nation led by our own king. 
 When the messiah comes, 
  the desert will bloom. 
This was the hope of the world into which Jesus appeared. 
 And it didn’t take long for those hopes to get attached to him.  
  You can hear it in what others said about him.  
   The title “Christ” is the Greek equivalent of “messiah.” 
    It means “anointed.”  
   “Son of David” is a clear reference to the hope for a warrior king like King David. 
  Among Jesus’ followers were one or two zealots.  
   One is named in scripture as “Simon the Zealot.” 
   The other possible zealot is Judas Iscariot.  
    And it is supposed by some that Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus because  

Jesus failed to live up to his revolutionary expectations.  
  The rumor that Jesus was messiah drew a lot of attention to him. 
   They heard his teachings that challenged the status quo,  

and they saw power, power to heal, power to feed thousands, power.  
   And they thought, “This one could be messiah for real.”  
It was the fear that Jesus was a political revolutionary that prompted the opposition to action.  
 The religious leaders head what people were saying about him. 
  They’d heard of the titles, the disruptive parables, the displays of power.  
  They also know there were increasing numbers of people attracted to him. 
  If this got out of hand,  

and the Romans stepped in to quiet things down,  
it would be a bloody affair.  

   It had happened before.  
   They didn’t want to see it happen again.  
  There was only one way to stop it.  
  So the plot was hatched,  

and Jesus was arrested.  
He was questioned by the high priests Annas and Caiaphas, 

and then he stood for questioning before Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor.  
JOHN 18:33-37 
Pilate was not interested in theology. 

His question is purely political in nature. 
Do you seek to overthrow the political order?  
Are you an insurrectionist? 
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  Are you the king of the Jews? 
But Jesus doesn’t easily fit in such categories.  
 He is a king… of sorts. 
  But not the sort of king Pilate was worried about…  

or that many other people wanted.  
 My kingdom is not of this world. 
  If it were, my servants would fight. 
   They’d use the kind of power that would get them on a “most admired” list. 
  But my kingdom is different… 
   from another place.  
So you ARE a king? 
 You are correct. 
  I come to testify to the truth.  
   Everyone on the side of truth listens to me. 

And Pilate asked, “What is truth?” 
  Pilate, one of the first great relativists.  
   My truth, your truth, what is truth?  
Since Jesus clearly had no political angle,  

Pilate sought to free him.  
 But the religious leaders, still afraid of political unrest, pushed him into a corner. 
  And Jesus, being a different kind of king,  
   was not rescued by his friends,  

and did not call for a violent revolution,  
but suffered and died on the cross,  

     paying for the sins of the world.       
What sort of king do we want Jesus to be? 

Like many people in Jesus’ day,  
we can get caught up in making politics the main thing.  
We are tempted to adopt the world’s methods of advancing our cause or causes,  

methods that do not reflect the character of Christ.  
We’re tempted to take on the same harsh rhetoric,  

the same name-calling,  
 the same innuendo,  
 the same way of assuming the worst of the other party.  

   We’re too quick to pass along rumors and fake news stories 
that are good for our side or damaging to the other side,  

without verifying the truth of those rumors.  
  What does that do to our public witness for Jesus?  
Perhaps worse than adopting the world’s methods,  

we boil down our definition of Christianity to  
where people stand on certain hot button social and political issues.  

How can a Christian vote for someone who  
thinks a certain way regarding abortion or same-sex marriage?  

How can a Christian vote for a man who  
says things about women that Donald Trump says? 

If you believe this about illegal immigration or that about same-sex marriage,  
you can’t be a Christian. 

It’s even gotten tied up with COVID masks and vaccinations. 
  And while there are certainly values implications for those issues,  

those were not what Jesus focused on.  
   Nor the early church.  

But that does not turn us away from focusing on politics.  
  Most of Jesus’ earthly ministry just doesn’t fit with the power politics of our day. 
   In fact, some of his ministry might make us uncomfortable and uncertain  

what to think or do about things like  
poverty, mental illness, or illegal immigration. 
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  So, rather than focusing on his first coming,  
we turn to his second coming.  

   We like it when he is named in Revelation  
as “ruler of the kings of the earth,”  

a direct challenge to Caesar.      (Re.1:5) 
   We can get excited when Revelation tells us 
    “They will wage war against the Lamb,  

but the Lamb will triumph over them because  
he is Lord of lords and King of kings— 

and with him will be his  
called, chosen and faithful followers.”        (Re.17:14) 

   And there’s Revelation’s picture of Jesus as conquering warrior seated on his war horse, 
    “On his robe and on his thigh he has his name written:  
     King of kings and Lord of lords.”               (Re.19:16) 
   All these images of him as a warrior king,  

all the talk of enemy armies lining up to oppose him,  
and scenes of carnage that is all that’s left of his enemies,  

lead us toward the same sort of messianic hope the Jews of Jesus’ time carried:  
 A warrior, ready and willing to fight and win.  

   The problem is, the scriptures never picture him with  
a physical sword, an AR, or a rocket launcher.  

    We only see one offensive weapon.  
         “From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations.” (Re.19:15) 

     A sword coming from his mouth.  
    We can only assume this is the same sword  

believers are instructed to arm themselves with for spiritual warfare,  
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  (Ep.6:17) 

    There is here no thought of physical warfare and hacking off limbs.  
     It is a very different type of warfare,  

employing very different weaponry.  
      It is the Word of God.  
      Which fits very nicely with Jesus telling Governor Pilate that  

he comes to teach truth.  
The apostle Paul wrote to the church in Philippi,  

calling them to live their lives after the example of Jesus,  
 to live selflessly,  

pointing to his person, his character, his ministry, and death.  
PHILIPPIANS 2:3-11 
His very nature was to do nothing out of selfishness,  

but to willingly offer himself as a servant to others,  
 leaving heaven to come to earth, 
 leaving the throne room to come to a stable, 
 leaving purity to come to sinners,  
even to offer his very life as a sacrifice,  

if that was what it took to bless them.  
 Sacrificial love.  
This is NOT what was expected from the messiah.  
 This did NOT look large and in charge.  
 There was no powering up over others,  

no coercion to get his way, 
no political maneuvering,  

no recruiting movers and shakers to his movement,  
no big fundraising activities, 
no “get out the vote” activities 
no promising all sorts of goodies to everyone and,  

“It won’t cost you a thing.”  
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 He went about touching one life at a time.  
With truth. 
With grace. 
With self-sacrificing love.  

And somehow, Paul insists, this sort of love is victorious in the end. 
“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.” 
  The name above every other name. 
   Christ, Lord, King.  
It may sound impractical and ineffective in the real world. 
 But consider: 
 The early Christians transformed Rome  

not by demanding but by loving,  
not by angrily shouting about their rights but by serving even the people who persecuted them.  

When the Freedom Riders traveled through the South in the 1950s,  
staging their sit-ins and marches and protests for civil rights,  

they were often arrested and jailed.  
While in jail the Freedom Riders were often treated poorly and brutally  

in order to break their spirits.  
They were deprived of food or given lousy food.  
Noise was blasted and lights were flashed all day and night  

to keep them from resting.  
Sometimes even some of their mattresses were removed  

order that all would not have a place to sleep. 
But something began to happen.  

And it happened more than once and in more than one jail.  
It began as a few weak voices,  

but would grow into a thundering and defiant chorus of gospel songs.  
The Freedom Riders would sing of their faith and their freedom in Christ.  

Sometimes they would even press their remaining mattresses  
out of their cells between the bars as they shouted,  
"You can take our mattresses,  

but you can't take our souls!" 
The Freedom Riders were behind bars in jail,  

but they were really free.  
They were supposed to be guilty,  

but they were really innocent.  
They were supposedly defeated,  

but they were actually victorious. 
Why?  

Because Christ is King,  
a very different kind of king, 

and he has the last word! 
Jesus IS King, large and in charge… in a very different way. 

Will we serve and follow this different sort of king? 
We say “yes” every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  
 On this Christ the King Sunday,  
  will you pray the Lord’s Prayer with me,  
   including those words?         
Scriptures cited: Ps.132:1-12; Jn.18:33-37; Re.1:5; 17:14; 19:15-16; Ep.6:17; Phlp.2:3-11 


