
Soul Survivor, Part 2 
 
“As the poets and painters of centuries have tried to tell us, art is not about the expression of 
talent or the making of pretty things. It is about the preservation and containment of the soul. It 
is about arresting life and making it available for contemplation. Art captures the eternal in the 
everyday, and it is the eternal that feeds soul—the whole world in a grain of sand. ” 
― Thomas Moore, Care of the Soul: Guide for Cultivating Depth and Sacredness in Everyday 
Life 
 
Horatio Spafford was a successful lawyer in Chicago who had invested heavily in real estate 
along the shores of Lake Michigan. Horatio was a prosperous man, a devoted husband and 
father, and a devout Christian. But in 1870, a series of events began to turn his life inside out. 
 
Horatio and Anna’s only son, Horatio Jr., died of Scarlet Fever at the tender age of four. The 
following year, while still mourning the loss of their son, every single one of Horatio’s 
investments were lost in the Great Chicago fire. 
 
A few years later, aware of the toll these events had taken on his wife and four daughters, 
Horatio decided to take the family on a holiday to England where they would accompany his 
friend, the famous evangelist D. L. Moody, on his next crusade. Shortly before they were to set 
sail, a last minute business development threatened to derail the trip. Horatio persuaded his 
wife to go ahead saying he would follow along shortly. 
 
In November 1873, Anna and the girls boarded the French ship, Ville du Havre. Four days into 
their trans-Atlantic journey, Horatio received the devastating news that the Ville du Havre had 
collided with the Lock Earn, an iron-hulled vessel. The Ville du Havre sank in 12 minutes taking 
with her the lives of 226 of her passengers. It was the worst disaster in naval history until the 
sinking of the H.M.S. Titanic forty years later. 
 
Several days later when the survivors had reached Cardiff, Wales, Spafford received a brief, six 
word telegram from his wife: Saved alone. What shall I do? 
 
As soon as possible, Horatio boarded a ship to join his grieving wife. En route to England, the 
captain called him to the bridge and said “a careful reckoning has been made, and I believe we 
are now passing the very area where the Ville du Havre sunk.” According to Bertha Spafford 
Vester, a daughter born after the tragedy, her father wrote “It Is Well With My Soul” while on this 
journey. 
 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul 
 



Horatio and Anna’s faith in God never faltered. He later wrote to Anna’s half-sister, “On 
Thursday last, we passed over the spot where she went down, in mid-ocean, the waters three 
miles deep. But I do not think of our dear ones there. They are safe..... dear lambs”. 
 
Naturally Anna was utterly devastated, but she testified that in her grief and despair, she had 
been conscious of a soft voice speaking to her, “You were saved for a purpose!” She 
remembered something a friend had once said, “It’s easy to be grateful and good when you 
have so much, but take care that you are not a fair-weather friend to God.” 
 
It’s incredible to think such encouraging and uplifting words were born from the depths of such 
unimaginable sorrow. It’s an example of truly inspiring faith and trust in the Lord. Perhaps that’s 
why this hymn, like no other, demonstrates the power our God has to comfort our weary souls 
when the darkest tragedies overtake us. 
 
We (all of us) live with a set of troubles, disappointments, suffering... 
We cannot be defined by our troubles... but by our promises... 
 
The moment we allow trouble to define us we cease being people of faith, and begin 
living by sight! 
 
To be a person of faith is to choose to live by promise! 
 
A. You’re not the person you used to be 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new. 
 
B. You are the head, not the tail – Lender not the borrower 
Deuteronomy 28:13 
And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and not be 
beneath, if you heed the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you today, 
and are careful to observe them. 
 
- I didn’t ask you how you feel – I asked who you are! 
- It doesn’t matter what others see in you – what does God see? 
 
C. You’re beloved of God - The apple of His eye 
D. Chosen before the foundations of the earth 
E. Sought out and adopted into the beloved 
F. Sons and daughters of the Most High God 
G. Seated with Christ in Heavenly Places 
H. More than a conqueror through Christ 
I. Blessed with all spiritual blessing 
 



God has a big investment in you! You are going to make it through your trials and tests! 
 
How do we protect our hearts? How do we keep our souls healthy? 
I'm sure you’ve all been to a museum. Museums are celebrations of something. 
 
Bechtler Museum of Modern Art 
Neighborhood: Uptown 
You’ve seen the Firebird sculpture out front. Step inside to discover more. Explore the work of 
masters of modern art, including Picasso, Miró, Calder and Degas. The building is a stunning 
work of art itself, only the second in the country designed by postmodern Swiss architect Mario 
Botta. 
 
Harvey B. Gantt Center for African-American Arts + Culture 
Neighborhood: Uptown The artwork here is more than painting and photography. It’s film. 
Theater. Dance. Literature. Lectures. Discussions. All of it celebrates the contributions of artists 
of African American and African descent. 
 
McColl Center for Art + Innovation 
Neighborhood: Uptown 
Housed in an old neo-Gothic church, this museum not only introduces you to new art, but it 
introduces you to the artists themselves. Resident artists frequently open their studios to the 
public, offering a glimpse into the artistic process. 
 
Mint Museum Randolph 
Area: Eastover 
In 1936, this became North Carolina’s first art museum. Today it offers a wide variety of art, from 
ancient American art to European decorative arts, housed in a former U.S. Mint building in a 
beautiful Eastover setting. 
 
The Billy Graham Library 
Area: Airport 
With an architectural design inspired by the dairy barn where Billy Graham grew up, this 
museum holds multimedia exhibits and personal items that teach about the man behind the 
pulpit. 
 
Charlotte Museum of History 
Neighborhood: Plaza Midwood 
In the permanent Backcountry Gallery, learn what life was like here centuries ago for 
residents— including the Catawba Nation, European immigrants and African 
Americans—through housing replicas, artifacts, maps and historic exhibits. Rotating exhibits 
celebrate other unique perspectives of Charlotte's history. 
 
Again, a museum is a celebration of something! 
 



A museum has a curator. 
 
A curator (from Latin: cura, meaning "to take care") 
 
Curators hold a high academic degree in their subject, typically a Doctor of Philosophy or a 
master's degree in subjects such as history, art, history of art, archaeology, anthropology, or 
classics 
 
How do you curate your soul? 
 
For they who are according to the flesh mind the things of flesh, but they who are according to 
the Spirit the things of the Spirit. Romans 8:5 
 
Matthew 15: 1-20 
1 Some Pharisees and teachers of religious law now arrived from Jerusalem to see Jesus. They 
asked him, 
2 “Why do your disciples disobey our age-old tradition? For they ignore our tradition of 
ceremonial hand washing before they eat.” 
3 Jesus replied, “And why do you, by your traditions, violate the direct commandments of God? 
4 For instance, God says, ‘Honor your father and mother,’[a] and ‘Anyone who speaks 
disrespectfully of father or mother must be put to death.’[b] 
5 But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have 
vowed to 
give to God what I would have given to you.’ 
6 In this way, you say they don’t need to honor their parents.[c] And so you cancel the word of 
God for the sake of your own tradition. 
7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, 
8 ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
9 Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’[d]” 
10 Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “Listen,” he said, “and try to understand. 
11 It’s not what goes into your mouth that defiles you; you are defiled by the words that come 
out of your mouth.” 
12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you realize you offended the Pharisees by 
what you just said?” 
13 Jesus replied, “Every plant not planted by my heavenly Father will be uprooted, 14 so ignore 
them. They are blind guides leading the blind, and if one blind person guides another, they will 
both fall into a ditch.” 
15 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Explain to us the parable that says people aren’t defiled by what 
they eat.” 
16 “Don’t you understand yet?” Jesus asked. 
17 “Anything you eat passes through the stomach and then goes into the sewer. 
18 But the words you speak come from the heart—that’s what defiles you. 
19 For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual immorality, theft, 
lying, and 



slander. 
20 These are what defile you. Eating with unwashed hands will never defile you.” Teach 
these things, Timothy, and encourage everyone to obey them. 
 
1 Timothy 6:3-14 
3 Some people may contradict our teaching, but these are the wholesome teachings of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. These teachings promote a godly life. 
4 Anyone who teaches something different is arrogant and lacks understanding. Such a person 
has an unhealthy desire to quibble over the meaning of words. This stirs up arguments ending 
in jealousy, division, slander, and evil suspicions. 
5 These people always cause trouble. Their minds are corrupt, and they have turned their backs 
on the truth. To them, a show of godliness is just a way to become wealthy. 
6 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. 
7 After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything 
with us when we leave it. 
8 So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 
9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and 
harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. 
10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have 
wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 
11 But you, Timothy, are a man of God; so run from all these evil things. Pursue righteousness 
and a godly life, along with faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. 
12 Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly to the eternal life to which God has called 
you, which you have declared so well before many witnesses. 
13 And I charge you before God, who gives life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who gave a good 
testimony before Pontius Pilate, 
14 that you obey this command without wavering. Then no one can find fault with you from now 
until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. 
 
Philippians 4:4-8 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 
5 Let your [b]gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God; 
7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 9 The things 
which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will 
be with you. 
 
 
 



In 1903, a mountain fell on a town in the Canadian Rockies. The town of Frank, Alberta, was 
buried under 100 million tons of limestone. At least 76 men, women, and children were killed. 
 
It was the rich seams of coal in Turtle Mountain that caused people to build a town under its 
shadow. The desire for coal led residents to ignore the regular tremors in the rocks above them. 
In fact, miners counted on the tremors to knock loose seams of coal and make their work easier. 
Days before the disaster, the mine had become "virtually self-operating in that all the miners had 
to do was shovel up coal as it fell from the ceiling." 
 
Even the local Blackfoot nation did not like to go near the mountain, referring to it as "the 
mountain that walks." But the town ignored all these warnings. Just after 4:00 a.m., April 29, 
1903, an enormous piece of Turtle Mountain, 3,000 feet long and 500 feet thick, broke off and 
tumbled into the valley below. 
 
The exact number of dead will never be known. Of the 76 known dead, only 12 bodies were 
ever recovered. 
 


