
 

       
         PP Acts: To the End of the Earth
Part 59-Acts 21:27-36, The Beginning of the End					1/7-8/2023

We return to the series in Acts called To the End of the Earth, where we have been swept up into 
Luke’s story of the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ
We’re rounding third base and heading home as we look at the beginning of the end of Paul’s life
From this point on, he’ll be a prisoner who will eventually be martyred
There has been a pattern in the book of Acts, a minor subplot really, and you may have missed it
PP “And more than ever believers were added to the Lord…But the high priest rose up, and 
all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy they 
arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison.”  Acts 7:14, 18 
PP “The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord.  But when 
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy…”  Acts 13:44–45
PP “And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of 
the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women.  But the Jews were 
jealous…”  Acts 17:4-5
Jealousy has the meaning of hot, fervent, and full of zeal and can be positive or negative
God’s love as well as good marital love is a jealous love: PP “love is strong as death, jealousy is 
fierce as the grave.  Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD.”  
Song of Solomon 8:6
However, jealousy is more often negative, evil, and terribly destructive
It is jealousy that filled the heart of Satan, who burned with a zeal to have what was God’s
PP “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn!...You said in your heart, ‘I 
will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on 
the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights 
of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’”  Isaiah 14:12–14
Each of us has the potential for this same jealousy: PP “Now the works of the flesh are evident:
sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy…”
Galatians 5:19-21
If you want to see how destructive it is, then watch the movie Amadeus where Antonio Salieri’s 
jealousy of the piano prodigy Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart destroys both of them
Or read about it from Shakespeare, PP “O beware, my lord, of jealousy; It is the green-eyed 
monster which doth mock the meat it feeds on.”  Othello, Act 3, Scene 3
Jealousy is destructive and we will see it rise up in the hearts of the enemies of the gospel

PP 1-Jealousy moved the enemies of the gospel to rise up

The Jews believed that walking in a Gentile area made you spiritually contaminated, so they 
would undergo a 7 day purification ritual at the temple when they returned to Israel
On the 7th day of purification,  Paul went to the temple when some Jews from Ephesus saw him
They “stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him”  21:27
Imagine the shock as Paul was suddenly grabbed hold of as mob quickly formed 
Persecution often comes without warning, suddenly, and the time to prepare for it is now
Christian, can you prepare yourself now for the potential of persecution as you live out your faith 
boldly and beautifully?
The more you love the Son of God, the more you refuse to compromise the gospel, the more 
pushback you will often receive, even from those closest to you
PP ‘No servant is greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you as 
well’  John 15:20
Recently after the Supreme Court overturned Roe V Wade, some of my high school friends were 
enraged, and I quietly and biblically defended the unborn, and their wrath turned on me
As the grace of God is visible in your life in your contentment, purity, and peace, do not be 
surprised at the jealous zeal that can come against you

But let me tell you a little secret: All you have to do to avoid persecution is stay in the shadows, 
don’t talk of your love for Jesus, just blend in with the world…you won’t experience it
However, keep in mind this warning: PP “whoever denies Me before men, I also will deny 
before My Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 10:33
Live your love for Jesus in faithful devotion, and a target on your back with appear
Like Jesus, Paul stood strong and silent before their jealous rage, and endured what came next

PP 2-Jealousy moved them to make false accusations 

Back in Acts 20:16, we learned that Paul was hurrying to Jerusalem in time for the Feast of 
Weeks, or Pentecost, which took place 50 days after Passover for the Jews
Jews from all over the world, and many Gentiles as well would stream into Jerusalem for this 
early summer festival and while there, Paul ran into some old enemies who saw him
Once you met Paul, you’d remember him, for the only description we have of him came from a 
2nd Century church leader who gave this description: “A man of middling size, and his 
hair was scanty, and his legs were a little crooked, and his knees were far apart; he had large eyes, and his eyebrows met, and his nose was somewhat long.”
Short, bald, bow-legged, with a large nose and massive unibrow…you’d remember him
These enemies recognized him and cried out, “This is the man who is teaching everyone 
everywhere against the people and the law and this place. Moreover, he even brought 
Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.’  For they had previously seen 
Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that Paul had brought 
him into the temple.”   Acts 21:27-29 
One thing you should know to understand how this mob could react with such bloodthirsty rage
The temple was filled with worshipers from all over the world, come to celebrate Pentecost
Originally the Feast was associated with the early summer harvest but it was often called the 
Matan Torah as the Jews believed that time of the year was when God gave Moses the 10 
Commandments 
Love for the Law of God, Israel and the temple dominated Pentecost, and the fuse was easily lit 
against Paul, who they falsely accused was against all three
But one false accusation tipped them over the edge into attempted murder
In the Temple complex there were concentric courts, and the outermost was the Court of 
Gentiles, which was as far into the temple grounds a non Jewish person could go
There was a low wall dividing that court from the next court in, and there were warning signs 
near the gates of that wall written in Greek and Latin, PP “No Gentile shall enter within 
the partition and barrier surrounding the temple, and whoever is caught shall be 
responsible to himself for his subsequent death”
Apparently the Jewish people had Roman permission to stone offenders, even Roman citizens
Luke explained, “For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, 
and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple.” Acts 21:29 
Paul was not teaching everyone everywhere against the Jews, or against the Law or the temple
Paul had not taken Trophimus into the temple courts, but I want you to listen closely: PP False 
accusation is a favorite strategy of the devil and slander is his most fluent language
Whether it is coming from so-called friends, church congregants, co-workers, it is from the devil
It is often fueled by a jealousy so strong that hate fuels and anger so strong, Jesus called it murder 

PP 3-Jealousy moved them to murderous anger

This shouldn’t surprise us, as Cain jealousy murdered Abel, and Joseph’s jealous brothers tried to
kill him, and jealous Saul attempted to kill David…jealousy is terribly destructive
“Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized Paul and dragged 
him out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut.” Acts 21:30 
A mob rioted, they were intending to kill Paul (21:31), but along the northwest side of the temple
a Roman garrison called Fort Antonia
As usual during Jewish festivals, they had brought hundreds of soldiers to keep the peace, and 
senties had been watching from the 100’ high towers, and when the riot started they
alerted the tribune, a commander of a thousand soldiers
He took at least two centurions, 200 or more soldiers, and when the mob saw them, ‘they stopped 
beating Paul’ 32
With the riot focused on Paul, he had him bound with two chains, fulfilling the prophesy in 21:11
But with the violence of the mob, he had Paul carried into the garrison to shouts of ‘Away with
him!’ (36), a demand for Paul’s death

I titled this message, the beginning of the end for two reasons
It is for Paul as he will now be a prisoner for the rest of his life until he is martyred for Christ 
The second reason is less obvious, so look again at 21:30, ‘and at once the gates were shut’
The gates of the temple were the way into the presence of God
Is there a symbolism Luke intended for us to see in this?
Many commentators believe so, and I do as well
They shut the gates to protect the holy presence of God, but in doing so, His presence was no 
longer accessible
This jealous group of Jewish men refused to see and believe the gospel of Jesus Christ
There is a point where a person hardens his or her heart, refusing to believe, and God says the 
offer of salvation is closed, He has turned you over to your sinful depravity
A person’s heart can become so hardened that there is no capacity any longer to believe in Jesus 
There is a sober warning in the book of Hebrews: PP “God’s promise of entering His rest 
[salvation] still stands, so we ought to tremble with fear that some of you might fail to 
experience it. For this good news—that God has prepared this rest—has been 
announced to us just as it was to them. But it did them no good because they didn’t 
share the faith of those who listened to God…As for the others, God said, ‘In my anger 
I took an oath: “They will never enter my place of rest,”’...So God set another time for 
entering His rest, and that time is today” Hebrews 4:1-6 
Just as the hand of God shut the door of Noah’s ark, leaving those unwilling to believe outside to 
perish, here He shuts the gates to His presence and salvation
I have often had individuals come to me full of anxiety over whether they can be saved and I 
have learned to give a very simple answer…do you want to be saved?
All who want to be saved will be saved, but there is only one gate you can enter to get to God
PP “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture.”  John 10:9
PP “The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.” 
Revelation 22:17 
Do you want to be saved?
Are you thirsty, do you see your need of forgiveness for your sins?
Then come to the Son of God in full admission of your sins, and ask for the free water of life and 
you will be saved by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
But if you continue to harden your heart, there will be a point, perhaps on the day of your death, 
or even while you yet live, that the gates to the presence of God will be shut
Do not hesitate my friends, come to the Lord even right now with a heart willing to be saved by 
the love and grace of God
This is why that passage from Hebrews ends with this: PP ’Today when you hear His voice, 
don’t harden your hearts.’


















PP “For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are 
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked”  Revelation 3:17



