
GOD’S HEAVENLY RENEWAL 
[Revelation 21:1-5] 

I. Intro  
A. Welcome everyone. Introduce myself. Answer the prompt question.  
B. Fitting the we begin the year by looking ahead and casting some vision for what we are praying for God to do in 

and through us. I will attempt to avoid any “2020 vision” jokes, it’s just too much of a low hanging fruit there… 
1. Appropriate to look back at where we have been, see where we are now, and ask God for what is to come. 

a) As we look back at 2019 we have come through an astonishing transition as a church! Thank you for those 
who have caught the vision of our church and stuck with us through it! We are blessed to have you and for 
those who are new, they too are blessed.  

b) Our church is more than just the guy on stage preaching, but is about God and what He is doing in and 
through this community of faith in the city!   

2. The theme that I kept coming back to as I looked back at what we have endured and what I would like to see is 
the theme of “renewal”.  

C. Read, declare, thank, pray.  
D. Ways to read Revelation:  

1. Series of “vignettes” describing the redemptive history and works of God throughout human history. Not 
prophesying certain events, per se, but giving us windows, or scenes which ought to encourage us in the here 
and now 

II. Renewed Unity  
• Unity is cosmological: God with us 
• Heaven coming down to earth. Heaven and earth united together. Just like Eden, but better 

- Began with Jesus. “Kingdom of heaven has come near”  
• Jesus prays “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”  
• Heaven is not just the hope of glory and the full realization and consummation of God’s redemption of all things, 

but is also seen, felt, and lived here and now! Jesus ushers in the beginning of the kingdom of God on earth. We 
live in it by His Spirit, we bring it wherever we go as His people. This is one of the driving motivations for God’s 
people to engage with the world instead of withdrawing from it, because God is in reality using us to unite His 
people back to Him; of making citizens of the world citizens of heaven, of uniting that which has been separated! 
What a glorious task the church has!  

- Fully consummated with Jesus comes again. God with His people without the possibility of separation due to sin  
• Unity is Congregational: us with each other 

- Jesus prayed for congregational unity 
• “ “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word, that they may all be 

one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that 
You have sent Me.” - John 17:20-21 

• Unity necessary for our witness of the gospel  
- Jesus died for congregational unity  

• “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He 
Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall of hostility” 
- Ephesians 2:13-14 

- God’s people with one another without competition or war or conflict  
• “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” - Psalm 133:1 

- Unity is something to work hard for  
• “bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” - Ephesians 

4:2-3 
- Chaos, separation, restlessness, and fear will all cease. The description of the no more seas is not meant to be 

literal, but a way to describe what in the cosmological and relational realms will be renewed.  
• “But the wicked are like the tossing sea; for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss up mire and dirt.”- Isaiah 

57:20 
• Those who deny Christ are…“wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame” - Jude 13 

• Unity is Cardiological: us with ourselves  
- “Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name.” - Psalm 86:11 
- We taste in part the renewal of our souls due to God’s presence with us  



• “Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.” - 2 Corinthians 4:16 
• Whenever we have conflict within ourselves, it can stem from at least 3 sources:  

- Something unresolved in our story. Memory is God’s gift to us to enable us to have harmony with the life that 
we have lived, which He has given us. 

- An unhealthy pattern of behavior in relationships  
- Persistent sin  

- “in Your presence there is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” - Psalm 16:11 
- Joy brings health 

• “A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones” - Proverbs 17:22 
- Why am I focusing on unity in the context of renewal? I believe it is because at this time in our church’s life unity is 

more crucial than ever! The enemy wants to come in and cause division, confusion, amplify hurt, and seed 
bitterness. We must be vigilant to combat these things and to be unified in our love for Christ and for one another 
as we continue to move through this transition.  
• It is easy to look back and see all the ways that things were not good before, or to over emphasize how much 

better it was before, instead of being fully present with where God has us now.  
- When we are tempted to think about how things maybe weren’t as good before, we must collectively work to 

make it better, and to thank God that He allowed things to happen so that we can continue to learn and grow 
from them  

- When we are tempted to think about how much better things used to be before, we must remember that God 
is the Sovereign One, and He brings us into new situations in order to disciple us. Thank God for the situations 
we find ourselves in. Perhaps He is wanting you to be the one that helps make things even better?  

III. Renewed Health  
• Physical health 

-  i.e. no more dying or pain  
- We are embodied souls, how we treat our body affects our souls, and visa versa. We must take care of our bodies. 

Treat it well, for it is the dwelling place of God’s Spirit.  
• “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are 

not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” - 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
• Relational health 

- We are a family, and that means that we will at times hurt one another. Acknowledge the hurt, the pain, but don’t let 
it control you.  

- Call out sin, but repent quickly. Don’t keep lists of sins against one another. Keep short accounts.  
- Be honest with one another, but forgive quickly. Speak words of life into one another.  
- Thick skins, but soft hearts.  

• Both of these come from a robust holding on to the love of God and my identity as His child, no matter what. I am 
able to hear criticism or accountability without being hurt by it because in no way does it change my status as a 
child. In fact, it usually helps me grow as a child. I am able to have a soft heart towards others because God’s 
love softens my heart and gives me a heart of compassion for others. Just as God moved towards me, so I move 
towards others.  

• Reactive vs. responsive. 
- Reactivity stems from a lack of trust in others and in God. Self-protective at it’s heart. A reactive person is very 

difficult to have healthy relationship with  
- Responsive stems from a heart of trust. Though the rebuke or criticism may hurt in the moment, a responsive 

person will hear and consider with humility and trust.  
- Invest in others. Maturity means moving beyond me to other people.  

• Spiritual health  
- i.e. the former things have passed away and God Himself wipes away our tears.  

• God works in both the intimate as well as infinite.  
- Many of us have experienced loss in our lives this past year. Renewal does not mean getting over the loss, but 

accepting it, experiencing God’s presence in the midst of pain. Seeking His comfort when downtrodden. Death is a 
separation, one that will one day be done away with. Part of health is acknowledging hurt and loss, not seeking to 
minimize it or numb it or put it away. But fully allowing to feel with the presence and promises of God.  

- Things that make us spiritually sick  
• Former sins are put death: the former things   



- “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 
- 2 Corinthians 5:17 

• Former failings are seen in the light of God’s sovereign purposes 
- “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to His purpose.” - Romans 8:28 
IV. Renewed Growth 

• i.e. I am making all things new 
- Notice the present active verb, making. Not, “has made”, or “will make”, but presently making. Active ministry of 

God in creation and in His people.  
• God gives growth  

- Personal growth  
• Grow in knowledge 

- “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” - 2 Corinthians 4:6 

- Knowledge of myself. My sinful proclivities, my passions, my skills, my faults, and my delights  
• Grow in perseverance  

- “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.” - 2 Corinthians 4:7-10 

• Grow in  maturity  
- Moving beyond myself to others. Seeing my knowledge of God influence and transform my knowledge of 

myself.  
• Grow in love  

- Love for God which eclipses any love for myself or the world  
- “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 

only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 
according to his labor. For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field” - 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

• Where there is life there is growth  
- Life always produces growth  

• God brings new life to us, yet does not discard in entirety the old, thus true renewal is both familiar and new.  
- Church growth  
- Example of the grass in my backyard after the drought in SD 
- What are ways that we have seen God grow us in the past as a church?  

• As you can see, we have been at a point where we have filled this room, though we aren’t there now.  
• We are operating at a $30k/month budget, when three years ago it was $60k/month 
• We currently have 8 CG’s, but we used to have 20  
• We used to have 4 different cohorts for LD running simultaneously, now it is down to one 
• We used to have up to 35 people in our Theo 101 classes 
• We used to have up to 75 kids per Sunday in the R | Kids classrooms 
• I don’t mention this to depress us, or to make us feel guilty or to say that we have done something wrong. I 

also don’t mention this to fall into the trap of sitting around sighing about the “good old days”, but I mention 
this to give us a vision for where God has taken us in the past, the ways that He has grown us, and to give 
us a vision for God doing that again! More often than not He grows His church despite the faults and failures 
of His leaders and people. Which is why we must, like Paul, be quick to remind ourselves that any growth at 
all comes from God and is for His glory alone!  

• My vision for us: 
- Put out every chair we have for our Sunday services: we currently have  
- Have a CG in every neighborhood of SD: there are almost 100 separate neighborhoods!  
- Have 35 people in every Theo 101 class we teach 
- Have at least 6 different LD cohorts led by qualified leaders 
- Have an elder board of at least 6 qualified men  
- Grow to the point to where we can plant another Resolved Church in a different part of the city  

• Raise up another preaching/teaching pastor to go with that church  



- See our budget not just be to keep the lights on and pay our bills, but to be able to generously give to others 
- Seeing the volunteer culture of our church continue strong to where the majority of the ministries are run by 

qualified volunteers, keeping the need for paid staff low, which would give us flexibility in our budget  
- 1. Healthy: disciples 
- 2. Mature: disciple-makers  
- 3. Great: disciple-making disciple makers  

• My vision for 2020  
- Induct 40 new members this year  
- See our CG’s grow from 8 to 12 
- Add at least one more cohort to our LD track 
- Have at least 220 chairs out by year’s end 
- See budget grow from $30k/month to $40k/month  
- See the current ministries have full compliment of volunteers  
- See members growing in awareness of spiritual gifting and strengths 
- See members grow in spiritual health as disciples  
- See members growing in their spiritual maturity to becoming disciple makers 

• I want to avoid saying that I, or we, are discontent with where we are currently at as a church, for that is simply not 
true!  
- It is much like watching your kids grow up: at each stage of growth there is something beautiful and wonderful 

about it, and the trick is to work through the specific challenges of that season while also enjoying the uniqueness 
of that season.  

- It is also like the climate seasons of the year that many places in the world get: each one is unique and beautiful in 
it’s way, yet also has a particular purpose which flows into the next one. We” might feel as though we are in a 
“winter” season as a church, but God always shines the warmth of His Son to cause new growth in the hearts of His 
people and in HIs church!  
• “When You send forth Your Spirit, they are created, and You renew the face of the ground” - Psalm 104:30 

• Is it a constant work of God. He is constantly making things new. Even here and now. It is not something we are simply 
holding on to in hopes of seeing it take place, but a sure reality of the work of God here and now! This promise of God 
is “yes and Amen in Him”  

• Where are areas of your life that you need God to make new? To bring new growth?   
• Let’s pray 

V. Response  
A. Confession: Lord, we confess that we are in desperate need for Your heavenly renewal. Our hearts and lives need 

You to make us new.  
B. Assurance: In Christ we are made new. He gives us new life and sends His Spirit to refresh our souls.   
C. Giving  
D. Prayer  
E. Communion  

1. This is the physical reminder of the promise of renewal. In Jesus’ death He takes on all the corruption of sin on 
His body, and in His blood He cleanses our hearts and minds. He gives us His new life where there was 
previously death. When we come to the table this morning, we are declaring that we have trusted in His work 
on the cross for the renewal of my soul, and that we are trusting in His active work of still making all things new 
now! 


