
10 Things I Learned as a Dad
Psalm 25:4 says: “Show me Your ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths.”

I was sitting at the table in our apartment when I began working on this message. When I 
leaned back to pray and get my thoughts together, I opened my eyes, and this verse that is 
hanging on the wall right in front of me just sort of jumped in my face. How appropriate for a 
day or season we are in right now. This verse is applicable to every person in this room.

I want to share with you some of the lessons I learned as a father of 4 and a grandfather/Popi 
of 10, over the past 43 years. We’ve been married for 45 years.  But if you add all the years up 
individually, it would be 239 years of experience of raising kids and grandkids.

Pastor Tim told me to take as much time as I needed, so I took the liberty to order pizzas from 
down the street… we may be here a while. Just kidding.

If you were to ask me what is the most important verse in the Bible and what can you base 
your life on, I would say that Matthew 22: 34-40 are probably what I would tell you.  Why? 
Because if you can live according to these verses, you will have learned the heart of Jesus. This 
is how He lived and expects us to do the same.

PP 34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is 
the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and 
first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On 
these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Remember our key verse: “Show me Your ways” and “teach me Your paths.”  Jesus taught us 
how we are to live and treat others. He did it by example and teaching.

PP A little of our story.  I was 21 and Helen just turned 20, by 3 weeks, when we got married in 
Chicago in 1977. In May of 1979 we had our 1st son, Tim.  Then a year and a half later in 
December 1980 our daughter, Cristen, made her appearance.  In 1982 we journeyed to 
Thailand with #3 in the hopper.  Caleb was born in Bangkok in November 82.  Moved up to the 
small town of MeaHongSon in Jan of 83 and into the village by early 84.  Traci was born in Nov. 
that year.  To have 4 kids under the age of 6, living in a village with no running water or 
electricity, and no road, was not always easy.  Two kids in diapers at the same time while using 
only cloth diapers made for a lot of extra work.  We lived in this remote village in northern 
Thailand among a tribal group, known as the Red Karen.  This became home to us for over 9 
years.  We had front row seats to some pretty amazing things that God did during those years.



PP One of those amazing things we saw God do was the making of our family.  God taught us 
so much during those years.  We had some really fun and joyous times, but also some very 
difficult ones.  Cristen fell off the swing in the back yard around 5 in the evening, one day, and 
we couldn’t get to town until around 8am the next morning.  We had snakes, rats, big 
cockroaches and lizards in the house.  On top of that, there were some marital issues, health 
concerns and challenges with our kids that we had to deal with.  But by the grace of God, we 
got through all these hard times.

Today, though, I want to share with you 10 things I learned about being a father and husband.  
I’m keeping it to 10 because otherwise we would really be here all day.

1) PP Outside of my relationship with God, my family is my #1 priority.  The book of 
Ephesians is broken up into two parts.  Chapters 1-3 help us understand our relationship 
with God and how much He loves us.  Cpts. 4-6 speaks to our relationships with others 
around us.  You’ll notice in Cpt 5, starting in verse 22 Paul deals with the husband/wife 
relationship.  In Cpt 6 talks about parent/child concerns, then in verse 5 finally talks 
about our jobs.  This sequence is not a mistake.  God doesn’t make mistakes.  When we 
begin putting our work ahead of our wife and kids, bad things begin to happen.  I had to 
learn that the hard way.  Here I was as a “missionary” and serving God, but yet my 
family was suffering because I was putting the ministry ahead of my family.  Praise the 
Lord that through some deep soul searching, counseling and growing in my faith I was 
able to work through it and begin to put my family first.

2) PP That leads to #2.  The best example I can be to my kids is to love my wife and treat 
her with love and respect.  Did I always do that?  NO!  Do I always do that now? NO! 
And it will continue to be a work in progress until the day I die.  Please study out Eph. 
5:25-33

3) PP Confess and ask for forgiveness when you are wrong.  James 5:16 says: “…confess 
your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.  The 
prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”  How many of you 
fathers or mothers, for that matter, have always responded properly, never lost it with 
your kids or other?  There shouldn’t be any hands going up.  NO!!  We all blow it at 
times and we need to confess that and ask for forgiveness from the ones we have 
offended.  That goes a long, long way in helping our kids and others see a humble life 
lived out before them… something they can pattern their own lives after.

4) Which leads to my next important goal.  PP  Always be the same person at home as you 
are outside at church!  The highest compliment I was every given was from one of my 
boys on my 60th birthday.  Helen had truly surprised me with a party and I had no clue 
what was going on.  My kids came in from all over the country and each one said 
something about me to the 60+ people who were in attendance.  One of my boys said. 
“The man you see at church every day is the man we saw at home.”  That blew me 
away, because I know that I’ve messed up many times, but for him to say that, I was 



both humbled and honored.  In Paul’s prayer for the church in Collossi in Col. 1:9-14.  
Write this reference down and look it over when you get home but I’d like to read V:10-
11   “And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  so 
as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  being strengthened with all power, 
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy;  giving thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.  He 
has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.                                     
To walk in a manor worthy of the Lord should be our goal for every day.  From the 
moment we wake up to the time we close our eyes in sleep, we should be asking the 
Lord for His patience and love in all our relationships.  It’s especially hard to be patient 
when we’ve had a hard day at work and we come home to a house full of screaming 
kids, a wife who needs a break, games to go to, Bible study to attend, or whatever it is, 
we all struggle with patience at times and we tend to take it out on our families, the 
ones God has entrusted to us to nurture and care for.

5) A big one for me is:  PP Serve God Together.  This is where we had a huge advantage 
over you who live here in the States.  We lived, served and taught in the village where 
we lived. We didn’t have to “go” and serve, we had them all around us.  I would often 
take one of the kids with me when I went out to visit, teach, take meds or whatever.  
Being in the States is tough because there are SOOO many distractions.  Ball games, 
dance lessons, music, socials at school, and even church.  So many of the “good” things 
we get our kids involved in our culture are deemed as good and necessary in order for 
our kids to excel.  But what about taking them out to serve the homeless.  Have them 
help you teach a class for younger kids.  Invite friends over for a cookout and let them 
hear you sharing the gospel to these folks.

6) PP You’ve heard it said: “The family that prays together, stays together”.  We made it a 
practice to pray with our kids each night before they went to bed.  But apart for praying 
at meals, how often do you pray with your kids?  The most important time to pray 
together is…ALL the time.  We tried to make it spontaneous and often.  When we got 
word that someone was sick, in the hospital, have been in an accident, before an 
important test, or while driving, pray.  Let them see and hear you pour out your hearts 
to the King of kings and Lord of lords.  And not just needs, but praises too.

7) PP Spend time with the kids.  I don’t mean by just going to their games, watching TV 
together, but playing games, hiking, one on one time together with them.  I made it a 
practice to “date” my kids.  When I needed to go to town for supplies, or whatever, I’d  
take one of them with me and “go out” to eat, just the two of us.  And ask questions to 
get them talking.  Ask them who is their best friend are and why.  What’s their favorite 
subject?  What are their dreams and aspirations? Start while they are young and 
continue all the way through High School. Treat your daughters the way you would 
expect a young man to treat them.  If you do this, they will be able to spot a phony a 



mile away.  Your boys, because you are treating their mom with care and respect, talk 
about that and the importance of treating and respecting women.  We are continuing to 
carry on this tradition with our grandkids now.

8) PP Tell your kids you love them.  Neither  Helen nor I experienced this much from our 
parents, and we didn’t want to make the same mistake with our own.  Even when 
discipline is needed, we would serve up the discipline, hold them, let them cry it out 
then speak softly to them and reassure them that we love them very much, God loves 
them very much and we, that is, God, Mom and I want what’s best for you.  Now, have I 
ever spanked my kids out of anger???  YES, I have, to my shame.  But I had to go back 
and apologize to them for that and try better next time.  But for the most part, they 
usually needed the paddling.  They even said that later and thanked us for the loving 
way we disciplined them.  But never let a day go bye when you don’t say to your kids, 
that you love them.  Helen and I have that same practice with each other, before we 
part ways in the morning, and when we go to sleep at night.

9) PP What about Prodigal kids?  There are NO guarantees; that if you do everything right, 
that your kids will turn out loving God and serving others.  I know of pastors, 
missionaries and friends whose children have chosen to reject all that is natural and live 
an alternative life-style. I have pastor, missionary and friends whose kids have chosen to 
move in with their significant other without being married.  There are those who are 
dealing with kids who have gotten into drugs or became alcoholics.  We cannot take the 
blame for that, we did our best and have strived to install into our kids all that is moral, 
godly and good.  So, what do you do if you have a wayward child???   Pray for them, 
reiterate your love for them and be there for them in their times of need. They will 
always be your child and they need to feel your love for them.  You never accept their 
choices, but you always affirm your love.

10) PP Finally, the greatest desire as a parent for their children should be 3 John 3-4. 
“For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, as indeed 
you are walking in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are 
walking in the truth.”  At the end of the day, I don’t care if my child is a garbage man, 
professional athlete, executive or whatever.  My greatest desire is that they walk in 
truth. And what is truth? It is loving the Lord with all their heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and loving their neighbor as themself.  I want them to pursue a career in the 
area of their spiritual giftedness, NOT what I think they should do. I know that there are 
parents who push their kids into “good jobs” that will make them lots of money instead 
of asking them, “What do you think that God wants you to become?” or “In this 
direction you are going, can you use this as your mission field for God?” or “How can 
you best bring glory to God in your life?”  God is Sovereign and as long as we are all 
seeking Him together, He will not allow our children to make a mistake.  We need to 
trust Him, not our own thinking or “common sense”.

PP We’ve looked at 10 lessons I’ve learned over the 45 years of marriage and 43 years of 
raising kids.  I am still far from perfect.  That won’t happen until I enter glory.  But I praise the 



Lord for the way He has grown me up and allowed me to be an eye witness to His grace every 
day of my life.  His mercies ARE new every morning and I have sure needed it often.

My challenge to you today is that no matter what stage of life you are in, as not yet a parent, 
having young children, teens or in the later stages of life and have grandchildren, it’s never too 
late to start having God lead you into a life that is full of life and having, not just a small 
influence in the lives of those under your care, but a PROFOUND IMPACT for the Glory of God.

Take these points home with you and ask God, for areas of change you need, and the grace to 
make those changes.


