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INTRODUCTION 
 
 Interpretive Differences: 

• Numerical symbolism 

• Assumed chronology 
 
CONTEXT—wrath of God 
 

• We want a world without evil 

• Evil is the result of sin (opposition, rebellion against God) 

• You and I are sinners 

• God is going to bring an end to evil 
 
CONTENT—who can stand? 
 
 3 reasons favoring symbolism: 

a) Suspicious numbers  
b) Altered genealogy 
c) Hears & sees = complimentary 

 
Why 144,000? 

• 12 (tribes of Israel) x 12 (apostles of Jesus) = 144 

• 144 x 10 = a big number 

• 144 x 10 x 10 = really big number 

• 144 x 10 x 10 x 10 = countless 

• People of God 
 

Those who are sealed… 

• Are saved (spared judgement) 

• Have (live) the character (or way) of the Lamb 
 
APPLICATION 
 
 Let heaven fill your thoughts… (Col. 3:2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion Guide 
 

The book of Revelation is less an end-times puzzle to be solved and more a letter to encourage and strengthen 
those struggling to live for and follow Jesus under pressure and persecution.  Having said that, there are many 
perspectives on how to read and interpret this book.  I think conversation that broadens our perspectives is helpful.  
Where perspectives are passionately held these can sometimes turn into arguments.  This is not what we want to 
foster or promote.  These are intended as tools to help get a good conversation going.  Please don’t feel obligated 
to rigidly go through each one.  Park on ones that stir up good conversation.  Feel free to wander where the 
conversation takes you.  Always make sure to wrap up with application (this is after all, the main point)—how is 
this encouraging, strengthening or challenging YOUR faith and how can we live the message of this book out more 
faithful in OUR lives.    
 

Blessings…Andrew 

 
1. If you could change one thing about our world what would it be?  If you could picture a 

perfect world what are a few things it would include?  What are some things it would 
exclude?   

2. When you think of God’s wrath what comes to mind?   
3. Most of us want God to punish (or bring justice to) big sin, but not our (perceived) little 

sin.  What would happen if God only punished some sin?  In what ways might our little 
sin not be as little as we think? 

4. Read Romans 3:21-26.  What is the bad news in these verses?  What is the good news? 
5. Read Revelation 6:12-17.  In light of Romans 3 how would we anticipate to answer the 

question, “Who can stand?”  Are there other scripture passages you think might also 
indicate how this question will be answered? 

6. What are some of the ways we communicate symbolically in our culture or with our 
language?  Can you think of any ways we use numbers symbolically?  What are some 
places in scripture we usually interpret symbolically?  What concerns might the idea of 
scriptural symbolism raise? 

7. Read Ephesians 1:11-14.  This passage speaks of a mark and a seal.  When does this 
happen?  What precedes the seal?  What are we given as a result?  What is guaranteed?   

8. Read John 16:33.  In this world you will have trouble (tribulation).  It is the same word 
thlipsis repeatedly translated tribulation in Revelation.  God’s seal on us cannot mean 
we are spared suffering and intense hardships.  In what ways is God’s seal on his 
followers a word of hope and encouragement?  How do you think this message in 
Revelation 7 strengthened John’s 1st Century readers? 

9. Read Hebrews 12:1-3.  How might this image overlap with Revelation 7:9-17?  Where do 
you need encouragement to not grow weary? 

10. What was one thing that stood out to you from our teaching time today?  What was one 
question this raised? 

11. Where is God nudging or prompting your heart a bit?  What might a faithful response 
look like?  What is one step you could take to begin obeying Jesus (responding to God) in 
this regard?  

 


