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Hey hey hey.  What’s up everybody?  It’s good to see your faces here today…and it’s even better to 
hear your voices.  Can we say thank you to this week’s band for leading us in song? 

A lot of you probably don’t know this but these guys put in a lot of work to put together quality music.  
They take time out of their busy schedules to come here on an evening during the week and spend a 
number of hours practicing and preparing for today and then they get up real early on Sunday morning 
to come here and set up and go through it all over again.  By the time we all sing together it’s the third 
time going through it for them and all of them just to this for fun, they don’t get paid to do it, they simply 
love using their talent to worship God and bless all of us.   

So thank you.  Thank you to all those who serve in the music ministry of our church.  We have over 25 
musicians in our church that rotate in our three bands and they all do such an incredible job.  Thank 
you.  You all are a blessing. 

If this is one of you’re first times here or you’re kind of checking out our church to see if it’s the right 
one for you, you’ve come on a great Sunday.  There’s kind of two big parts to our weekly worship 
service on Sundays, one is the singing of God’s Word and the other is the preaching of God’s Word.   

God’s Word guides everything we do here and right now in this season of our church we’re going 
through the book of Colossians in God’s Word and the verse we’re going to be looking at today in the 
Bible is all about singing, how God’s people are a singing people, so we’re going to talk a lot about 
singing today. 

Do you guys like to sing?  I know some people love it and are good at it.  Some like it but aren’t good 
at it.  Some aren’t really that into it but actually have good voices.  And some don’t like it and aren’t 
good at it. 

Music and singing however are a big, a hug part of our culture.  We’ve got radio stations, Apple Music, 
Spotify.  There’s concerts every week in our city.  There are tons of little bars and venues with people 
singing at them every  night.  If you pick up the SD Reader there’s like three pages of ads every week 
listing who’s playing where.  Then there’s the big concerts at places like the Chula Vista Amphitheater, 
SDSU Open Air, Sports Arena and even Petco.  I was super bummed I missed the Vanilla Ice show 
there last weekend.  Ice, Ice, Baby To Go… 
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We’ve got singing TV shows like American Idol, X Factor and America’s Got Talent.  We’ve got movies 
about people who sing, like the new movie on Elton John or Bohemian Rhapsody.  We have portable 
speakers now so we can take music with us and listen to people singing no matter where we go. 

Last weekend our staff and pastoral team got away for twenty-four hours to pray and plan for our 
church’s 2020 calendar year. I’ve learned that doing something fun in the evening is good for team 
building so this year I brought my six year old daughter’s karaoke microphone.  It got a little crazy.  I 
actually got permission to share with you this little clip of Pastor Buss singing a Cat Stevens song: 
#########.  Gotta love that. 

Singing.  It’s great fun and is actually one of the key things God has created to administer His love to us 
and a tool for us to minister His love to one another.  So let’s get into it and open up God’s Word. 

Colossians 3:16  

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

Singing is the crux of this passage.  There’s three different words for singing or songs here and they 
are surrounded by these descriptions and instructions about the kind of singing that is directed toward 
God that’s done together with His people.  So here’s how I want to tackle this…I’ve got three points, 
“The Significance of Singing”, “The  
Significance of the Word” and “The Significance of Christ.” 

I. The Significance of Singing 

To start off with in this first point we’ve got to talk about what exactly singing is and then we have these 
three different words for different types of songs.   

Here’s a base definition of singing:  Singing is the act of making musical sounds with the human voice 
by the use of sustained tonality and rhythm.  Basically God has given everyone a built in musical 
instrument, the human voice. 

Now some people are good at that, like singing on key whatever that is.  Pastor Buss and I are not 
good at that.  But the quality of our singing is not what this passage in Colossians is after. 

The book of Colossians as a whole was written for the specific purpose of giving the church 
instructions on how to be and do church and what this passage highlight is how singing is meant to be 
an integral part of our worship services when we gather together as God’s people.  The first line of our 
verse uses a plural “you” which means this singing is something the group does together, which is one 
of the things that makes singing in church different than other types of singing. 

The previous verse, verse 15 that we looked at last week ended by emphasizing the one-ness of the 
church body.  Singing is one of the ways each week we exercise and express our unity as one body 
together, each of us lifting up our voices in unison to create one overall sound we all hear. 
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Harold Best is a guy who wrote a great book on the uniqueness of worship in church and here’s what 
he says about this, "Untrained singers of all kinds and qualities can join together and produce thrilling 
music, unique in its unschooled color and moving in it's intensity…the center of all church music - 
whatever the style, the size of the assembly or the training of any leaders, choirs, ensembles or 
instrumental groups - is congregational singing." 

So we sing and even if you suck at singing that okay and it’s actually good because when you’re 
singing is bad like mine, once you start singing along with everyone else, it sounds awesome!  

Now what we sing are songs and we’ve got three different words for that here, “psalms”, “hymns” and 
“spiritual songs.”  They are basically just synonyms but there are some unique things each of these 
words point out. 

A “psalm” is both something that’s sung to a musical instrument that’s plucked with strings and is the 
name of the book of the Bible called Psalms, which is collection of 150 different songs that were written 
and sung by God’s people for hundred of years. 

A “hymn” is a song of praise.  Some songs are prayers asking God to do things, they are petitionary.  A 
human is a song singing about who God is and about things He has already done.   

A “spiritual song” can be a phrase used for any type of song, a new song inspired by God’s Spirit or a 
very expressive and exuberant song of joy. 

God’s people have always sung all three of these kinds of songs. The first book of the Bible talks about 
how Adam and Eve’s family was a singing family (Genesis 4:21).  When God delivered His people out of 
Egyptian slavery they left singing songs (Exodus 15).  Once God’s people completed building the first 
worship center they did so with singing and sang every week thereafter (2 Chronicles 7). 

Throughout the history of the church, God’s people have sung.  In fact, church musicians were the very 
first type of professional music to be created.  Almost all the great classical artists were employed by 
the church to create music for the church, Mozart, Bach, Beethoven.  They created music for worship. 

So anytime you listen to a song by any artist that makes a living by creating music, whether it be 50 
Cent or U2, you have the Church to thank for that.  God’s people have always been a singing people 
who understand the value and importance of song. 

In our fifteen year history as a church we’ve never had one Sunday without singing.  We’ve had eight 
different worship leaders so and even one gap when we didn’t have one we still sang, we just sang a 
cappella together.  Worship in song is an integral part of church. 
  
Mike Cosper, wrote a great book on church worship and in a chapter he titled, “Sing, Sing, Sing” he 
says this, 

“The Christian faith is a sung faith.  The people of God sing in war and peace, victory and 
defeat, celebration and lament.  On one hand our singing is otherworldly.  We sing an ancient 
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song that climaxes in a hazy but hope filled future.  We sing as living people walking among the 
dead. 

We’re commanded to sing over a hundred times in the Bible.  Musicians were an integral part of 
the life of Israel, in the temple, in the kings court, and even in the armies leading the troops into 
battle.  In Zepheniah 3:17 God Himself sings over us and when we read of eternity, we find the 
people of God singing.” 

It’s not really so much about the style of the music or the song, that changes depending on any given 
culture and we all have our own personal preferences.  But that’s not really the point, the point is that 
we sing and we sing together to our God. 

The first church I was ever a part of sang and it was rough.  It was an older church and all they had was 
an out of tune piano and a cheap drum set.  The worship leader was this lady who couldn’t sing on key 
and her son played the drums but he couldn’t keep a beat.  It was rough.   

I remember those days sitting there and thinking this is painful and I remember this prompt from God’s 
Spirit asking me if I needed the music to be good or to like it to worship Him.  In my heart I immediately 
said, “no.”  And then I just started singing out as loud as I could! 

So when I get emails from people like the one not too long ago from a church member that said they 
don’t come on Sundays when a certain band is playing that they don’t like, I think that’s a heart issue.  
We do aim for quality here because Psalm 33:3 says the church musicians are to play skillfully, so 
people have to try out and each band is required to practice before Sunday. 

Taste and preference will always be an issue but that’s an opportunity for us to lay down our own 
desires out of love for our fellow brothers and sisters.  So some weeks we get the music we like 
singing songs we like and the weeks we don’t we get to sing stuff other people like and it’s all good. 

The point is that we sing because our God sings and He made us to sing.  To understand why, let’s dig 
into our next point for today, “The Significance of the Word.” 

II. The Significance of the Word 

Our passage for today from Colossians 3:16 starts off by first rooting singing in the “word of Christ.”  
The Word of Christ is both a summary phrase for the Christian message of who Christ is and what He 
has done that’s recorded in the Bible and it’s a phrase that highlights the ministry of Christ to us 
through The Word. 

The Christian message is that Christ is unique, that He is different than any other person who has ever 
lived and that His Word is unique, doing things in us that no other words can do.  Our entire church is 
built upon this principle. 

Our view is that Jesus is our Head Pastor who leads us as His people through the words about Him 
that have been recorded for all time and all people in this book we call the Bible.    We’ve got all kinds 
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of leaders here, pastors, deacons, community group leaders,  staff members, ministry leaders and on 
and on, but we all serve under and for the ministry of The Word. 

Words are important. Our words have immense power to both hurt people or heal people.  The word of 
Christ is a healing word.  As Psalm 107:20 says, “He sent out his word and healed them.” 

There is something about hearing words that the speak deep truths of God into the depths of our souls 
that does something in us.  It’s not magic about saying some magical words, incantations or some 
mysterious ceremony we have on Sunday with weird spiritual words.  It’s about the life-giving power of 
the word of Christ.   

As Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 

The word of Christ comes to us on Sundays in two forms, one through the reading and preaching of 
God’s Word, what I’m doing right now and the other through us singing songs that either contain the 
exact words from the Bible or the same theological content of the Bible. 

What our passage from Colossians says is that when we sing, there is a real sense in which Christ 
comes to dwell with us through the medium of His Word.  The people of God have always been a 
people of the book.  In the ancient world the gods people worshipped were statues made of metal but 
the God of the Bible was different because He revealed Himself through words in a book that people 
had to think about then sing about. 

And one of the primary promises of God to His people that made Him different than any of the other 
gods was His promise to dwell with His people.  Listen to this promise of God from His Word in Ezekiel 
37:14,27, “14 I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live…then you shall know that I am the Lord.  
(and then God says to Ezekiel the prophet) 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.” 

God promised to dwell with His people. I’m not sure Ezekiel the prophet fully realized how literal God 
was being because on day, early on in the first century a miracle took place when God took on human 
flesh becoming a little baby born in a manger.  God literally came to dwell with us in Jesus. 

Jesus grew up then spent three years with twelve dudes before dying on the cross.  He said he had to 
do it, not only to put to death all the sin, fear, guilt and shame but so He could rise and then send His 
very Spirit to dwell in all kinds of people at the same time all over the world.  Here’s what He said, 

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”  
- John 14:16-18 

One of the ways we experience this dwelling of Jesus’ Spirit in us and among us is when we sing 
praise to Jesus Christ.  When we do that the rich truths of God come to our hearts.   
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There are so many times I’ve come to church and not wanted to be here because of whatever is going 
on in my life at the time.  But then as I begin to look at the words on the screen and begin to think 
about what they mean and open my mouth to sing them something starts to happen in me.  I start to 
feel hope, comfort, assurance, confidence and peace.   

This literally happened last week.  It was my first week back after vacation and after the first two songs 
I just wasn’t feeling it.  I leaned over to my wife and said to her, “Babe, I need you to pray for me.  I just 
don’t really feel it and don’t really want to be here, I think I was still wanting to be on vacation.  Then 
the next song came on…”Grace and peace, Oh how can this be, Let songs of gratefulness ever rise, 
never cease.  Loved by God and called as a saint.  My heart is satisfied with the riches of Christ. Oh, 
what an amazing mystery that your grace has come to me.” 

I started to feel the love of God for me, I started to believe once again that God is good, better than 
anything else, and my spirit began to rejoice as I thought of all the ways God has been so gracious to 
me.  Then I was fired up and ready to preach. 

You see, this is how us singing song together and to one another minister to us, teach us and 
admonish us.  When we sing songs with substance, theologically sound and biblically faithful lyrics they 
instruct our minds and quicken the affections of our hearts. 

Bob Kauflin is a guy who has thought and written extensively on worship in churches.  In his book 
“Worship Matters” he asks the question, “What is God doing as we sing songs filed with truth?  By His 
Spirit He is reminding us that He is not only Creator and King but Comforter and Refuge.  He is giving 
hope through His Word to weary saints.” 

Today, where are you at with God?  What are you needing to hear from Him?  Maybe what your soul is 
needing most is to sing?  Sometimes the best thing for us is to sing.  We draw near to God with our 
hearts and with our lips and in and through that God begins to minister to us.   

It’s a wise move, as our passage says, it’s wisdom.  It’s wise to sing because God likes it and ministers 
to us through it.  Singing is good for our souls.   

Well, I have one last point for us today, “The Significance of Christ.” 

III. The Significance of Christ 

So I’ve told you all before I’m pretty into music.  The first thing I do when I get up is turn the stereo on.  
I put music on in my truck anytime I go anywhere.  I workout with AirPods on listening to music.  I 
actually even used to work at and manage a music store back in the day.  And I love to sing a long.  I’ll 
sing along to anything. I like singing.   

But I have a confession. I hardly ever listen to or sing along to Christian music outside of church.  I 
don’t know if that’s good or bad.  I just like singing worship songs here with you guys.  When I do it by 
myself when I’m not in church just doesn’t seem the same to me.   
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Worship songs are different because they are written and designed as songs meant for us to sing 
together.  But this is not the primary difference between singing to worship songs versus any other 
song.  The primary difference is the direction or object of our song. 

Different genres of music have their focus.  Country tends to be all about drinking beer, driving a truck 
and girls breaking your heart.  Hip hop tends to be about gold chains, women and nice cars.  Heavy 
metal is a lot of anger.  Emo and indie seems to be about being sad and tight pants.  And they all have 
this in common, the focus or the object of the songs are the self, looking down at your self and the 
world around you. 

Song of worship have Christ as the object.  We look to Him, see Him and sing His praises.  And there’s 
a reason why we do that, a big reason.  It’s given to us in the very last part of our verse for today when 
it says we’re to sing “with thankfulness in our hearts to God.” 

The reason we sing as Christians is because we have been recipients of the grace of Jesus Christ and 
that makes us extremely grateful.  In Jesus we have the King of the universe who came to earth to 
save us and to dwell with us.  All of us have experienced the fallenness of the world, that’s what all the 
world’s songs are about, the fear, guilt and shame we experience from life not going right.  We’re all 
imperfect people, sinners who need a savior. 

And in Jesus the Word became flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth.  Jesus does not 
dismiss us or disregard us because of our faults and our failures.  Instead He came for us and went to 
the cross for us so we’d know how valuable we are to Him. 

We didn’t ask Him to come or do anything to deserve Him coming but He came because He loves us.  
Despite all the times and ways we’ve hurt God and not honored God, Jesus has had grace upon us,  
giving His life for us so that we might dwell with Him in the house of the Lord forever. 

All of the Christian life is really gratitude.  God is the one who has given us life as our Creator and He 
gives us a second life when Christ comes home into our hearts and lives to live with us and dwell with 
us.  God has had and keeps having grace upon grace upon grace for us. 

One person once said, the doctrine of grace alone is the only reason for praise.  Grace and gratitude is 
where every true song sung to God comes from.  We sing because He has had grace upon us and we 
are so so so grateful.   

So each week we gather to re-hearse the story and re-hear and re-sing the great things about who 
Jesus Christ is and how He has had grace upon us in coming for us and dying for us.  Christ is the 
center of our song.  The Christian faith is a faith that must be sung because our hearts cannot but 
speak out with thankfulness to God for extending His grace to us. 

When we sing the glories of Christ we sing of something real, the power of God who has overcome sin, 
sorrow and suffering by dying on a cross for it it all so we might be healed and freed from it.  Jesus 
Christ is our song.  So we sing, sing, sing. 
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Conclusion 

Well, I pray today has been both instructional and inspirational.  It’s our hope and desire that The 
Resolved would be a church who sings and loves to sing.  In and through our singing we connect with 
our God, with one another, His Word ministers to us and we love it because Jesus Christ has been so 
gracious to us we just can’t help but sing about how good He is. 

We started out today looking at and listening to Pastor Buss karaoke.  We end today looking at and 
listening to Jesus Christ the Savior.  His grace and His mercy is the theme of our hearts and the joy of 
our song.  Thanks be to God for His goodness to us.
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