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My Message Notes

Reminder of the GROUND RULES FOR READING REVELATION: 

Revelation does NOT contain a secret predictive code you need to
uncover.

Allusions or mysterious content within Revelation are tied to REAL
Old Testament images and situations that the first followers of Jesus
would have been very familiar with. 

Revelation's meaning for US must be anchored in John's meaning for
THEM.

Revelation is NOT a book about WHEN Jesus will come back...

Revelation IS a book about WHY Jesus will come back

Today we get a peek into the Throne room of God and an incredible exchange
that happens that in just a few verses that sets the stage for everything else
that happens in Revelation.

Revelation 4-5

Part 3 - A Lion Or A Lamb?
Have you ever tried to explain something that was just unexplainable?

The Apostle Paul tried to explain heaven... he couldn't do it.

In Revelation we're trying to understand something that can't be explained and
happened in a time and place we have no familiarity with... is it any wonder we
struggle to understand this book?
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struggle to understand this book?

Revelation 4:1-6 ESV

1 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first
voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, "Come up here,
and I will show you what must take place after this."

2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one
seated on the throne.

3 And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and
around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald.

4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were
twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their
heads.

5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of
thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are
the seven spirits of God,

6 and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And
around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of
eyes in front and behind:

God is GOD and before Him there is no other

Revelation 4:11 ESV

11 "Worthy are you, our Lord and God,

 to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,

 and by your will they existed and were created."

John is painting a picture of heaven like Picasso not
Michelangelo

Revelation 5:2-5 ESV

2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to
open the scroll and break its seals?"

3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the
scroll or to look into it,



scroll or to look into it,

4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the
scroll or to look into it.

5 And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll
and its seven seals."

The 7 seals mean the scroll is completely sealed - it cannot be opened except
by the One who is worthy.

The Lion of the tribe of Judah is a reference to Genesis where Jacob
blesses his 12 sons and says the scepter or crown will not pass from
Judah.

The Root of David is a reference to Isaiah who said that a shoot
would come from the stump of Jesse (Kind David's father and Jesus'
ancestor) and his roots would bear fruit - or David's Kingly line would
appear to be finished but would return (Ah la, The Lord of the Rings).

John is expecting a King of a stallion leading an army, but what he sees is a
lamb that's had its throat slit.

The 7 horns signify kings or kingdoms and remember John uses 7 to signify
completeness so this slain lamb is the true king.

The 7 eyes represent the Holy Spirit - of which Jesus has to the full.

Revelation 5:8-10 ESV

8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll

 and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God

 from every tribe and language and people and nation,

10  and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,

 and they shall reign on the earth."

Jesus OVERCAME His enemies by being



Jesus OVERCAME His enemies by being
OVERCOME by His enemies

This is how the first-followers and all followers overcome like Jesus... we
look like Jesus.

Instead of demanding the best, we take the worst. 
Instead of positioning for first we go last. 
Instead of demanding our rights, we fight for the rights of others. 
Instead of seeking power and fame and glory for ourselves, we work

for the power and fame and glory of our God. 

Revelation 5:13 ESV

To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and
glory and might forever and ever..

Next Sunday: Part 4 - The 7'S
Begin...

Series continues Next Sunday - June 19

A study through the book of Revelation

What is God speaking to you about today? add a note

!

We want you to know that you matter to God and us.

If you think you might be ready to make Real Life YOUR church home then
Pizza with the Pastor is your Next Step. It's a casual conversation designed for
newcomers to Real Life and you can register right HERE right now. It happens
on Sundays following the morning service and you can see the schedule by
clicking the link above.

You are receiving this because you opted to have your notes emailed to you from Real Life Church.

https://reallifecc.us/pizza



