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Our current behavior is always a reflection of our identity.

We will never consistently behave in a manner inconsistent with what we believe 
about ourselves.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It 
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. 

ALIGN WITH HIS DESIGN : LIVING LOVED BY GOD

Alignment isn’t about perfection, it’s about order.

Until we align ourselves with his order, we will never see lasting change in our 
lives. 

Relationship > Identity > Being > Behavior = GRACE

God is the ultimate lover. 

Isaiah 54:10 NIV
Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, 
yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,” 
says the LORD, who has compassion on you. 

Isaiah 55:3 NLT
“Come to me with your ears wide open. 
    Listen, and you will find life. 
I will make an everlasting covenant with you. 
    I will give you all the unfailing love I promised to David. 



Psalm 86:15 NLT
But you, O Lord, are a God of compassion and mercy, 
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. 

1 John 3:1 NIV
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 

Ephesians 3:17-19 NLT
17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow 
down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to 
understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep 
his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand 
fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes 
from God. 

John 3:16 NIV
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

1 Corinthians 8:1 AMPC
Yet [mere] knowledge causes people to be puffed up (to bear themselves loftily and be 
proud), but love (affection and goodwill and benevolence) edifies and builds 
up and encourages one to grow [to his full stature]. 

Ephesians 3:19 NLT
19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then 
you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. 

1 John 2:5 AMP
But whoever habitually keeps His word and obeys His precepts [and treasures His 
message in its entirety], in him the love of God has truly been perfected [it is 
completed and has reached maturity]. By this we know [for certain] that we are in Him: 

1 John 4:12 NLT
No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is 
brought to full expression in us. 

1 John 4:12 AMP
No one has seen God at any time. But if we love one another [with unselfish concern], 
God abides in us, and His love [the love that is His essence abides in us and] is 
completed and perfected in us. 



2 Corinthians 13:11 NKJV
Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live 
in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

God longs for more than our wholeness, he longs for our friendship

God goes first. – Always and Forever

Leaders go first. God is the greatest leader and lover.

1 John 4:19 NKJV
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because 
He first loved us. 

God never asks us to do something God has not first done for us, or is doing for 
us.

Matthew 13:44-46 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When 
he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

Receive His Love

Is how you think God sees you, how God sees you?

1 John 3:1 NIV
3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. 

Eph. 5:1–2 NIV
Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us. 

God’s love is not a concept to be intellectualized, it is a reality to be embraced.



The doctrine of love produces technical believers, but the experience and 
revelation of love produces relationally loved people who in turn love others with 
the overflow of how they are experiencing being loved.

Relax in the relationship.

Rest in His delight.

1 John 4:16 NKJV
And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he 
who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

Psalm 37:4 NIV
Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Give His love.

1 John 4:7-11 NLT
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone 
who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. 
9 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world 
so that we might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real love—not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 
11 Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 

Return it to Him in response.

Psalm 100:4
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
    go into his courts with praise. 
    Give thanks to him and praise his name. 
5 For the LORD is good. 
    His unfailing love continues forever, 
    and his faithfulness continues to each generation.

Gratefulness is humanity’s most underestimated devotional tool.

Psalm 42:1-2 NLT
1 As the deer longs for streams of water, 
    so I long for you, O God. 
2 I thirst for God, the living God. 



Psalm 96:9 NKJV
Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! 

Refresh others with this love.

1 John 4:7-8 NLT
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone 
who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. 

1 John 4:11-12 NLT
11 Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 12 No 
one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is 
brought to full expression in us. 

1 John 4:16-17 NLT
16 We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. 
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17 And as we 
live in God, our love grows more perfect. 

We come to God as He is, not as we are.


