
 
 
Vital Statistics of Jude: 
• This letter is from Jude, he was the brother of James and the half-brother of Jesus. 

Jude 1 (NIV84) 1Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James. . .. 
 
Context of the Letter:  
• Christianity was under severe political attack from Rome. 
• There was aggressive spiritual infiltration from false teachers, sowing seeds of doctrinal error. 
 
1. Purpose of the Letter: 

A. Jude’s first intention was to write about salvation; however, a more urgent need surfaced. 
Jude 3 (NIV84) 3Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you 
to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 

 
2. Defining “The Faith.”  

Jude 3 (LEB) 3 . . .I considered it a necessity to write to you to encourage you to contend for the faith delivered once and for all to the 
saints. 
A. What was “the faith” that was under attack? 

• The Christian faith taught by the apostles contained in Scripture.  
B. This faith was delivered to the saints, not designed by the saints. 
C. This faith is final . . . once and for all. 

 
3. The Faith Under Attack 

Jude 4 (NLT) 4I say this because some ungodly people have wormed their way into your churches, 
saying that God’s marvelous grace allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such people 
was recorded long ago, for they have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
A. The attack was from within the church.  The attackers were apostates. 

• An apostate is someone who willfully and deliberately defects from the 
central doctrines of “the faith,” and creates or embraces heresy.  
Key Words/Phrases:    ! Add to . . .       ! Take away . . .        ! Twist 

• An apostate is someone who intentionally plants seed of doubt and heresy 
among believers for the purpose of deliberately leading them astray. 

B. The danger of apostasy was slow and deadly. 
• The threat wormed its way into the church.   

Jude 4 (NLT) 4I say this because some ungodly people have wormed their way into your 
churches . . .. 

• The false doctrine was error mixed with elements of truth. 
o  Antinomianism: People who perverted God’s grace. 

Jude 7 (NIV84) 7In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality 
and perversion. 

o Pantheism: God is in everything, including themselves, so they became their own authority. 
Jude 8 (NLT) 8In the same way, these people—who claim authority from their dreams—live immoral lives, defy authority, 
and scoff at supernatural beings. 

o Gnosticism: People who denied the uniqueness and deity of Jesus. 
Jude 4 (LEB) 4For certain men have slipped in stealthily . . . and who deny our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Other Vital Info 
• 68-70 A.D. 
• From Jerusalem 
• To The People of 

God 

THE CENTRAL AND ESSENTIAL 
DOCTRINES OF THE FAITH: 
 
§ The inspiration and inerrancy of 

Scripture.  
§ The triunity of God; Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit; Creator of all 
things.  

§ The fallen condition of humanity 
and the need for God’s grace.  

§ The virgin birth, the full deity 
and humanity of Christ and His 
sinless life. 

§ The substitutionary death of 
Christ for our sins and His 
miraculous bodily resurrection.  

§ The ascension of Christ and his 
present ministry to the believer 
through the Holy Spirit.  

§ The literal future return of 
Christ to the earth. 



4. Defending and Contending for The Faith. 
Jude 3 (NIV84) 3Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 
A. Contend: [epagōnizomai] means to make a strenuous or labored effort in someone or something’s behalf. 

• We must work hard to make sure the faith is delivered correctly to each new generation.  To people who do 
not know the truth 
Colossians 1:28–29 (GW) 28We spread the message about Christ as we instruct and teach everyone with all the wisdom there is. 
We want to present everyone as mature Christian people. 29I work hard and struggle to do this while his mighty power works in 
me.   

B. Join the fight! 
• Study and know the truth ourselves so we won’t be led astray. 
• Pray for those we know who may not possess “the faith” in all of it’s entirety. 
• Watch in prayer . . . know what is happening in our culture 
 

5. Final Instructions: 
A. Don’t be surprised, rather be prepared to identify the danger.    

Jude 17–19 (NIV84) 17But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18They said to you, “In the 
last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.”  19These are the men who divide you, who follow mere 
natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 
• How to identify an apostate: 

o They are mockers and serve up contrarian opinions. 
o They are immoral and follow after their own sinful desires. 
o They are divisive by rejecting true authority and sow seeds of discord. 
o They are worldly minded and ruled by their natural desires rather than the Spirit. 
o They are devoid of the Spirit and the work and fruit the Spirit produces. 

B. Strengthen your faith! 
Jude 20–21 (NIV84) 20But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 21Keep 
yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 
• Literally means to build upon what you already have. 

o By studying the word of God. 
o By praying in the Holy Spirit.   
o By waiting for the second coming with anticipation. 

C. Care for the Casualties: 
Jude 22–23 (The Living Bible) 22Try to help those who argue against you. Be merciful to those who doubt.  23Save some by 
snatching them as from the very flames of hell itself. And as for others, help them to find the Lord by being kind to them, but be 
careful that you yourselves aren’t pulled along into their sins. Hate every trace of their sin while being merciful to them as 
sinners. 
• Convince those who doubt. 

Jude 22 (GW) 22Show mercy to those who have doubts. 
• Snatch others who have been deceived. 

James 5:19–20 (GW) 19My brothers and sisters, if one of you wanders from the truth, someone can bring that person back. 
20Realize that whoever brings a sinner back from the error of his ways will save him from death, and many sins will be 
forgiven.  
o We must see them not as the enemy, but as the victim in need of rescue. 

Jude 23 (NLT) 23Rescue others by snatching them from the flames of judgment . . .. 
• Have mercy on the others. 

Jude 23 (GW) 23 . . . Show mercy to others, even though you are afraid that you might be stained by their sinful lives.  
o Our goal is to exert influence rather than be influenced. 

 
6. The Doxology: 

Jude 24–25 (NIV84) 24To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and 
with great joy— 25to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, 
now and forevermore! Amen. 
A. The doxology is a reminder of God’s protection 
B. The doxology is a rallying cry of confidence as we enter the battle and contend for the faith. 

 


