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Stewardship

Declaration: 
My eyes are on Jesus 
My heart is tuned to His Spirit 
My ears are listening to His voice 
My mind will believe what He says 
My voice will declare the truth of His word

Some questions that I wanted to discuss:
Is stewardship dealing with money only?
What has Jesus entrusted to us?
How can we steward (take care of) these things?

Definition - the conducting, supervising, or managing of something
                      especially : the careful and responsible management of something 
entrusted to one's care

When God created man and woman in Genesis, He gave the command - 

Genesis 1:27–28 (NIV)
27So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky 
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

A notable steward  (or you might say manager or administrator) that comes 
to mind is Joseph. After he was sold into slavery in Egypt, he was first put in 
charge of the captain of the guards house. Then after being wrongfully sent 
to prison, became #2 to the warden, then years later #2 only to the pharaoh. I 
would say he was entrusted will all types of different things because of the 
diversity of these roles.

Colossians 3:22-24 NIV
“Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye 
is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the 
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”

Romans 6:18 NIV



“You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.”

What Has Jesus Called Us To Steward?
Financial
Family
Gifts (natural & spiritual)
Faith Journey (spiritual growth)
Authority (borrowed) - to care for the Masters business

How To Steward?
Illustration - (poor stewardship, what voice are we listening to?)
When I was thinking about stewardship, especially since the word isn’t used as 
much these days, I think of the Lord of the Rings series. In the third movie, we 
meet Denethor II, steward of Gondor. In this adaptation, agree with it or not, we 
see an example of poor stewardship of the kingdom brought about my despair and 
lies of the enemy.

There is a scene that I thought of where Pippin has offered himself as Denethor’s 
servant, more or less, and the steward asks him to sing for him as he eats. Pippin 
sings a wonderful song, but during the process he’s appalled by what he’s 
experiencing. You see, Pippin has spent a significant period of time with the 
foretold King, the true king. In Aragorn, he experience compassion, wisdom, 
humility, a noble man, concerned with the care of others. In this steward he saw 
the fear, the anger, the favoritism, the gluttony and cowardice. Interestingly, 
Denethor wasn’t always this way, especially in the books, but as mentioned as he 
listened to the lies he began to change for worse over time (he was a spry 89 
years old).

To explain this as it pertains to our message today is, what has Jesus entrusted 
into your care? If there was an audit by a third party, what would be found? Would 
things be in order, better than how you started or would things be falling apart? 
Some good news that I want to sprinkle in here is that you can begin taking steps 
towards the good today. While there may be things we have to clean up and bear 
the consequences for, it’s not too far gone.

Matthew 21:33-44 NIV - Parable of the Evil Farmers

““Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He 
put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented 
the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. When the harvest time 
approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. “The tenants 
seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent 
other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the 
same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 



“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out 
of the vineyard and killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him 
his share of the crop at harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 
the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the 
Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ? “

Earlier in the chapter, Jesus had entered into Jerusalem and no one was prepared 
for Him or recognized Him. Does that sound like good stewardship? Yet, we are 
guilty of doing this even today. We are the mobile temples of the Holy Spirit, yet 
we don’t often treat each other that way.

Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people who will produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.””

Matthew 24:48-51 - Parable of the Faithful Servant
Matthew 25:14-30 - Parable of the Talents

I’ll ask again, how do we treat what we’ve been given?

Matthew 13:44-46 NIV
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he 
hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he 
found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”

What ways can we become better stewards?
Understand my identity and role in the kingdom
Surrender completely to Jesus
Ask Him how to take care of it

Closing Prayer - 
Jesus, would you help us to see what you’ve entrusted to each of us. Give us the 
wisdom to allow You to lead us through the process of stewardship in our life. As 
we are faithful, please give us more. We desire to bring you glory in everything we 
do. In Jesus name, Amen


