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The Book of John 

 
Part 21 

John 8:31-59 
Sermon Setup 
 
John 8:28-30 (NASB) 
So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I 
do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 29 
And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that 
are pleasing to Him.” 30 As He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him. 
 
Opening Passage 
 
John 8:31-33 (NASB) 
So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, 
then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.” 33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have 
never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, ‘You will become free’?”  
 
Opening Prayer 
  
Heavenly Father 
I pray that today’s message  
transition from a head knowledge into a heart revelation 
and through the power and the person of the Holy spirit 
renew our minds and transform our lives in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 
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The Book of John 

Introduction 
 
John 8:31-33 (NASB) 
So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him,  
 
So, this is interesting because at this point these Jews believed Jesus and earlier, they 
wanted to discredit Him, and at times, they wanted to kill Him! Nevertheless, at this 
juncture, they believed Him!  
 
Now, we’re about to read one of the most misquoted passages in the bible!  
 
So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, 
then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.”  
 
We’re accustomed to hearing, “you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” But that’s out of context! Jesus said o these new believers, “If you continue in My 
word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.”  
  
33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never yet been 
enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, ‘You will become free’?”  
 
Of course, the lunacy of this idea is that throughout their history, Israel had been 
enslaved by many nations including the Egyptians, the Babylonians and even as they 
spoke, Rome!  
 
But Jesus wasn’t speaking of this sort of captivity or slavery, He was speaking in 
spiritual terms!   
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1.  Everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 
 
John 8:34-44 (NASB) 
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave 
of sin.  
 
The Hebrew understanding of this statement would have been closer to that of a person 
who habitually commits a sin being a slave to that sin.  
 
35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. 36 So 
if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s 
descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you. 38 I speak 
the things which I have seen with My Father; therefore you also do the things which you 
heard from your father.” 39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” 
Jesus *said to them, “If you are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abraham. 40 But 
as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from 
God; this Abraham did not do. 41 You are doing the deeds of your father.” 
 
They then went back to their old ways of discrediting Christ! In fact, there is a spirit at 
work throughout this entire exchange and it’s described in 1 John… 
 
1 John 4:1-3 (NASB) 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the 
Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of 
the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the 
world. 
 
Story 
 
At one of Dr. Frye’s Pathway to Freedom events I discovered that I was prone to be 
affected by this anti-Christ spirit!  
 
 They said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.” 42 
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth 
and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent 
Me.  
 
43 Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My 
word.  
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The Book of John 

44 You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father…  
 
Now, in verse 31, John referred to this same bunch as those Jews who believed Jesus.  
 
Q: So what’s happening here? There is a conflict going own within these believers!  
 
When Jesus called Peter Satan, He wasn’t saying that Peter was Satan, but that Peter 
was acting like Satan or being influenced by satanic powers!  
 
Paul, himself, spoke of this inner conflict between the sinful nature and the Godly nature 
within all believers.  
 
Romans 7:14-25 (NASB) The Conflict of Two Natures 
For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. 15 For 
what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, 
but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I 
agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no longer am I the one 
doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19 For 
the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 20 But 
if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which 
dwells in me. 21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to 
do good. 22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a 
different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 24 Wretched man that I 
am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the 
law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin. 
 
Ephesians 3:8-10 (NASB) 
To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the 
mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 10 so that the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers 
and the authorities in the heavenly places. 
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These rulers and authorities are the exact same Greek words used later in Ephesians 
referring demons!  
 
Ephesians 6:12 (NASB) 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 
 
There is a struggle going on between believers and demonic powers who want to 
enslave again those who are being made free in Christ!  
 
Recommendation 
 
We have a limited number of Dr. Frye’s book that teaches on root lies and spirits found 
in the bible, Pathway to Freedom.  
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2. He was a murderer from the beginning. 
 
John 8:44-51 (NASB) 
You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  
 
Now sinners WANT to sin and they do sin! But believers sin too, don’t we? So, what’s the 
difference? 
 
2 Corinthians 7:10 (NASB) 
For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, 
leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death. 
 
Remember the words of Paul, “what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not 
practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.” 
 
Believers hate sin just like God hates sin, so, why do we sin? The answer is found in… 
 
John 10:10 (NASB) 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly. 
 
VS44… He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because 
there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for 
he is a liar and the father of lies.  
 
Satan has always been a murderer… from the beginning!  
 
Q: What was the first murder? It wasn’t Cain killing Able, it was the devil killing Adam 
and Eve and he did it with a lie! If you eat of the tree, if you disobey God, you will not 
die! 
 
Satan killed what God was doing through Adam and Eve because they listened to and 
believed his lies!  
 
45 But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which one of you convicts 
Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God hears the 
words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.” 48 
The Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan 
and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor My 
Father, and you dishonor Me. 50 But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and 
judges. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death.”  
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3. Abraham rejoiced to see My day. 
 
John 8:52-59 (NASB) 
The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the 
prophets also; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.’ 53 
Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too; 
whom do You make Yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory 
is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God’; 55 and 
you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I 
will be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word. 56 Your father Abraham 
rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”  
 
I find it interest how some Jewish Rabbis interrupt the following passage about 
Abraham… 
 
Genesis 24:1 (NASB) 
Now Abraham was old, advanced in age; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in every 
way. 
 
Greek for Advanced in Age is bō yōm meaning “to go into time or tomorrow”.  
 
Could it be on the same day Abraham was taking his son to sacrifice him to the Lord, he 
saw Jesus the Messiah far into the future as Isaac asked this question? 
 
Genesis 22:7-8 (NASB) 
“where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself 
the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  
 
57 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, 
I am.” 59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and 
went out of the temple. 
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Prayer for the Believer 
 
The text said, “Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” He was 
glad because he saw a day coming that God’s children would be truly free to fight and 
win and could receive help and healing in Christ, but we are not meant to fight alone!  
 
Maybe this is what he and Jesus talked about on the mount of transfiguration!  
 
James 5:16 (NASB) 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may 
be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 
 
Invitation for Salvation 
 
2 Corinthians 7:10 (NASB) 
For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, 
leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death. 
 
Salvation Prayer  
 
Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I’m asking for forgiveness from you today. I 
believe You died for my sins and I believe you rose from the dead and I turn from my 
sins and invite You into my heart and life right here, right now. From today forth, I will 
trust and follow You and as I learned today, I will continue in your word and ways and I 
will be a faithful disciple and I will know the truth and be made free indeed. For it is in 
Christ name that we pray. Amen.  
 
Raise Hands if You Prayed that Prayer 
 
Stand and Call up Ministry Team, One more song. 


