Forgetting the past.

Do you ever think about something that happened years ago... and it still
makes you cringe? You think, "I would never do that today. I don't even
recognize the person I was." Well, you're not alone.
Humans were made to change and God created us to be highly adaptable.
Think about Texas this past week. Millions of people were without power
and/or water for days - things we now consider pretty essential for life - and
yet, millions of people quickly adapted to that very difficult situation.
God created us to change, not just in our physical surroundings, but in our
spirits as well. This transformation that happens inside our hearts, minds, and
souls is called "sanctification" and buckle up - because it lasts a lifetime.
We've all done things we're not proud of and we'll all make plenty of mistakes
again, but Paul calls us to forget that. You are not your past. Instead, strain
together towards the future. Strain together towards perfection, and Christlikeness, fullness of joy through Jesus, and eternal, abundant life in heaven.
Experience sanctification - the transforming of your soul into Christ-likeness
and the rich experience of becoming the person God created you to be.
It's not easy to forget the past and press on to the future. But we are justified saved and redeemed citizens of heaven; which means we can experience
sanctification. We are being transformed. And if we go through it together, it
can be quite the adventure.

In the bible.

Philippians 3:8-11
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith
— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.
Philippians 3:12-21
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do
not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who
are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal
that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.
17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk
according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often
told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.
19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame,
with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it
we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to
be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all
things to himself.
1 Timothy 1:15
This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all.

Questions.

Feel free to talk through some or all of these questions
1.) What sticks out to you in the above verses?
2.) What does it mean to "press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus,"? What does that look like?
3.) What's the difference between justification and sanctification? Why
is sanctification important?
4.) Can you point to any evidence of sanctification in yourself? How has
God been changing you and working in you?

TAKE TEN:
- How did you see God work in your life this week?
- What has God been teaching you in His Word?
- What kind of conversations are you having with your pre-Christian
friends?
- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance)
- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask you
about next week?

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions:
1. What does this tell you about God?
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world?
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

