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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

B o et

Scriptures from Christian Standard Version unless noted

Don’t Stop Short

Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one
came in. Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, | have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king

and its fighting men. | have delivered Jericho into your hands...”
Joshua 6:1-2

Question:

What do you do when what you see doesn’t look at all like what God has promised?

“March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry
trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with
the priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the
whole army give a loud shout, then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone
straight in.”

So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of
the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” And he ordered the army, “Advance! March
around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the Lord.”

When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before
the Lord went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant followed them. The
armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark.
All this time the trumpets were sounding. But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry,
do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” So he had the
ark of the Lord carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent the
night there.

Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. The seven
priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the Lord and blowing the
trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the Lord, while the
trumpets kept sounding. So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the
camp. They did this for six days. On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the
City seven times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. The
seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout!

For the Lord has given you the city!”
Joshua 6:3-16

Key Point:
Don’t Stop Short



3 things that cause God’s people to stop short of God’s promises:

“Jesus Christ... has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”

Ephesians 1:3
1. Your perspective gets blocked.
“the gates of Jericho were securely barred...”
Joshua 6:1
“the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites.”
Joshua 6:1

If something is tightly shut in your life, it may not be a sign you’re not getting in...
but that the enemy is trying to keep you locked out.

2. Your progress isn’t always obvious.

Walk it out even when it doesn’t work out.

Question:
Will you do God'’s will even when it doesn’t work?

e OUTCOME is God’s responsibility.
e OBEDIENCE is yours.

So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of
the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” And he ordered the army, “Advance! March
around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the Lord.” When Joshua had spoken to
the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before the Lord went forward, blowing their
trumpets, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant followed them. The armed guard marched ahead of the
priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were
sounding. But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not
say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” So he had the ark of the Lord carried around the
city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent the night there

Joshua 6:6-11

3. The process is open-ended.

“By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days.”
Hebrews 11:30

Act like every lap is your last... and one day you’ll be right.



