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My Message Notes

For many disciples suffering is a part of life that we would rather avoid but if we
were honest with ourselves we probably cause the vast majority (if not all) of
our own suffering. But that was not the case for Daniel, he's like the one guy
who did everything right and still he suffered. But Daniel teaches us some
valuable lessons about how to manage the valleys and peaks. Through
Daniel's story we learn the suffering isn't always about our weakness it's about
increasing our witness. When a disciple suffers personally they actually stand
powerfully for Jesus. 

Part 3 - Daniel: Standing
Through Suffering

If you were honest with yourself, could you point to a personal decision or
distraction that ultimately led you to your most painful regrets?

Let me share some example from the Bible:

Moses got angry with the people and struck the rock at Horeb with his
staff instead of speaking to it as God instructed… and he didn’t get to
enter into the promised land.

The Apostle Peter who bravely defended Jesus in the middle of the
night, blatantly denies knowing Jesus in the light of day. 

Elijah greatly exaggerated his situation and made himself out to a
victim and prayed for death instead of standing in defiance of God’s
enemies. 

But Daniel was different - He taught us some very important lessons:

When a disciples suffers well personally they stand
powerfully for Jesus
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Your suffering is more about your witness than your
weakness

DANIEL 6:1-3 CEV

Darius divided his kingdom into a hundred and twenty states and placed a
governor in charge of each one. 2 In order to make sure that his government
was run properly, Darius put three other officials in charge of the governors.
One of these officials was Daniel. 3 And he did his work so much better than
the other governors and officials that the king decided to let him govern the
whole kingdom.

DANIEL 6:4-5 CEV

The other men tried to find something wrong with the way Daniel did his work
for the king. But they could not accuse him of anything wrong, because he was
honest and faithful and did everything he was supposed to do. 5 Finally, they
said to one another, “We will never be able to bring any charge against Daniel,
unless it has to do with his religion.”

What would happen if someone started digging around your life looking for
some incriminating evidence. Would they find
any? Corruption? Cheating? theft? What if they looked at your browser
history? Your GPS location 24 hours a day? Your social media profiles, pics
and posts? 

When Satan can't attack your behavior he goes after
your beliefs

DANIEL 6:10 CEV

Daniel heard about the law, but when he returned home, he went upstairs and
prayed in front of the window that faced Jerusalem. In the same way that he
had always done, he knelt down in prayer three times a day, giving thanks to
God.

Daniel violated the law of the land because it
violated the law of the Lord

Daniel HEARD the law – he didn’t cause a scene, he didn’t protest,
he didn’t demand his rights he didn’t write a strongly worded letter to his
representative. 

Daniel HABIT’ed – he went home, he got on his knees in front of
some windows that faced West toward Jerusalem and he prayed to



some windows that faced West toward Jerusalem and he prayed to
God, just like he had done every day since he was a boy back in
Jerusalem. Just like he did under king Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar
and now Darius. he violated man’s law because it violated God’s
law- you shall worship the lord your God and serve Him only. 

Daniel HONORED God – it says that Daniel prayed three times a
day, “giving thanks to God.” I learned this last week that gratitude is a
synonym for honor… did you know that? Daniel honored God by giving
thanks to him. What did Daniel have to thank God for? He was a foreign
captive in a hostile city thousands of miles from home. He’d had to work
his way up through the ranks of three different kings and now he KNEW
he could face death for defying the law of the king and at least he was
sacrificing his position within the kingdom. 

DANIEL 6:16-17,21-22

So Darius ordered Daniel to be brought out and thrown into a pit of lions. But
he said to Daniel, “You have been faithful to your God, and I pray that he will
rescue you.”

17 A stone was rolled over the pit, and it was sealed. Then Darius and his
officials stamped the seal to show that no one should let Daniel out. 

21 Daniel answered, “Your Majesty, I hope you live forever! 22 My God knew
that I was innocent, and he sent an angel to keep the lions from eating me.
Your Majesty, I have never done anything to hurt you.”

DANIEL 6:25-28 CEV

Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all
the earth:

“May you prosper greatly!

26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and
reverence the God of Daniel.

“For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be
destroyed, his dominion will never end.

27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens
and on the earth.

He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”

28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the
Persian. (who followed Darius) 

Every time a disciple of Jesus stands up under
suffering they strengthen others to do the same



Daniel looked a lot like Jesus:

Both Daniel and Jesus suffered for what they believed not how they
behaved

Both Daniel and Jesus had their “tombs” sealed by the king
Both Daniel and Jesus suffered because of their faithfulness to God

not their personal faults
Both Daniel and Jesus survived when they should have died
Both Daniel and Jesus were faithful in prayer

sometimes your suffering is more about your witness for Jesus than your
weakness in looking like Jesus

It's hard to be faithful to God in the valleys when you
forget about God on the peaks

Your suffering is not just about your weakness it's
ultimately about your witness

Next Sunday: Part 4 - Joshua
What is God speaking to you about today? add a note

!

We want you to know that you matter to God and us.

If you think you might be ready to make Real Life YOUR church home then
Pizza with the Pastor is your Next Step. It's a casual conversation designed for
newcomers to Real Life and you can register right HERE right now. It happens
on Sundays following the morning service and you can see the schedule by
clicking the link above.

You are receiving this because you opted to have your notes emailed to you from Real Life Church.

https://reallifecc.us/pizza



